
 

Australians, locals seeking more 
capital and Dalmation migrants 
from the western coast of Croatia, 
as well as those for whom the 
depression had meant a change 
of direction.  These men were, 
mostly single, with little money 
and by the end of 1800s most of 
the local land was devoid of gum 
and later flax and tea-tree and 
they moved on to more lucrative 
areas. The conversion to pasture 
meant that dairy farming became 
viable and a household could 
afford to live off the land.  Many 
kept sheep, raised chickens for 
the household, and where 
needed, pitched in and gifted 
land, building expertise and time 
to set up familial institutions such 
a school 1899 and a hall in 1915. 
A 1901 census of Taupaki sug-
gests an equitable balance be-
tween both men and women in 
the region and points, as Deborah 
Dunsford suggests in her chroni-
cle of the development of the 
district, that Taupaki had made “a 
full transition to a district of fami-
lies”.  And so it has stayed. 

Taupaki is a rural village charac-
terized by a population of largely 
European families.  This was not 
always the case; wars, intense 
logging, and waves of settlement 
have given rise to a lucrative mix 
of elegant homes, history, lifestyle 
blocks, and the tranquil ambiance 
that makes Taupaki such a    
coveted hamlet of the district. 
During the 1820s wars between 
resident tribes culminated with 
Ngati Watua attaining dominance.  
Like the Crown, they were initially 
eager to pursue the sale of Maori 
owned land to settlers, however 
the implementation of the Native 
Land Court Act 1865 undermined 
their complicity, rapidly facilitating 
the on-sale of land by undercut-
ting their traditional communal 
form of ownership and bringing in 
the alien European notion of indi-
vidualised titles to land. 
 
 The vast Taupaki block was the 
first to come before the Court in 
1867.  Most of the initial purchas-
ers of the Taupaki acreage were 
speculators focused on harvesting 
the regions most viable resource, 
the kauri forests of the Waitakere 
Ranges.  Gangs of versatile and 
skilled Bushmen undertook the 

work, resulting in land cleared 
sufficiently for later settlement by 
farming families.  By the 1870s 
Ngati Whatua’s financial position 
was becoming increasingly tenu-
ous; liabilities accrued against 
tribal land meant debtors obtained 
the rights to the title as soon as 
they were granted by the Land 
Court. Consequently, 1877 saw 
the majority of the land blocks 
covering the Kumeu River Valley 
settled by Pakeha, with Maori 
communities gradually moving to 
settlements closer to the Kaipara 
Harbour. 
 

 

 

 

However some displaced Maori 
remained and many found work 
digging for kauri gum.  Gum was 
increasingly in demand for com-
mercial manufacture as a compo-
nent of varnishes and paints. The 
gumdiggers were a diverse group, 
in addition to Maori, there were 

The ‘Kumeu Courier’ give our 
district an opportunity to be 
kept abreast of local news on 
a monthly basis and I hope 
the community will start to 
support this independent pub-
lication. 
From the Ratepayers Associa-
tion there has been a consid-
erable amount of last minute 
matters to be handled as a 
result of the Local Govern-
ment re-organisation. 
The Huapai North Study 

(Variation 127) has been ad-
vertised by RDC but the hear-
ing of submissions hasn’t 
been notified as yet.  With the 
release of the ‘water rights’ by 
ARC on the 17th August 
maybe the  
hearing will be called in early 
September.  I don’t see the 
RDC leaving this issue for the 
new City to resolve. 
Water Rights - The compre-
hensive ‘water rights’ to the 
Huapai-Kumeu area have 
been granted by the ARC on 

From Kumeu Ratepayers Association... 
the 16th August 2010.   The 
consent is valid for 20 years.  
This consent gives the right to 
the stormwater discharge in 
the catchment and help under-
pin the future development of 
Huapai North and other work 
in the centre of Kumeu. Of 
significant note was that RDC 
officers and legal representa-
tives did not want to have a 
catchment liaison group for 
the area, no surprises there!  
 

Continued on page 6 
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• Community 

information 

• Upcoming events 
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• Free editorial 

contributions 
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round-up 

• Relevant to the 

rate-payer 

• Cheap as chips 

advertising 

FREE PUBLICATION TO MEET THE NEEDS OF KUMEU & DISTRICTS 

See us at: 
www.kumeucourier.co.nz 
 
A special thanks to all  
our great sponsors 
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“From Gary Moss  

from Huapai/

Kumeu Lions ”  

Phone to view: 
Graham McIntyre 
Licensed REAA2008 
Ph 027 6320421 

        SH16 Beautification Program 

        Kumeu Fire Files                Healthy Beer 

   3 Acres of Land with Brick and Tile 
Give me a little land so that 
I may express myself and 
feed a horse but not enough 
to be a slave to the Gods of 
fencing and gorse. And so it 
was that we stumbled upon 
this glorious lifestyle block 
that had 1.3 hectares with 
excellent fencing and a low 
maintenance brick and tile 
home. “Belisimo” everyone 
cried and lived happily ever 
after. It may be a fairy story 
but you can make it your 
story as we are given clear 

instructions by the owner to 
sell this delightful low main-
tenance lifestyle property in 
Waimauku. 
This  gorgeous sun soaked 
three bedroom home has  
views through the Wai-
mauku Valley. It’s a solid 
brick and tile home which 
has been refurbished and 
finished with excellent    
finishing's. The home is a 
big split level 150 square 
meters sitting upon a 3.2 
acre property. The home 

has an extensive lounge, 
study nook, sunroom, single 
garage, three bedrooms and 
two bathrooms all in good 
tidy condition.  
Currently grazing three 
horses the land is gentle 
sloping through to a flat 
house site and parking area. 
A small wet land area and 
planted roadside on 
Fletcher Road ensures  
privacy and easy access. 
With a CV of $720,000 why 
wouldn’t you take a look.  

est way to do this is with a 
Fire Extinguisher, there are 
two common types-Dry 
Powder and CO2. Dry Pow-
der have a gauge near the 
handle, CO2 have no gauge 
but have a plastic funnel on 
the outlet. A small 1.5kg Dry 
Powder will extinguish that 
small fire before it gets out 
of hand, for around $30 get 
one for your kitchen, shed 
and car.  
 

 'Small Fires to Big Fires' 
With working Smoke Alarms 
to inform you of a potential 
disaster about to happen in 
your home , workplace or 
shed, the next step is to 
extinguish the fire while it is 
small. There are a few ways 
to do this. First understand 
what Fire is , it is a reaction 
of Heat- Fuel- Oxygen caus-
ing Fire, remove one of 
these elements and your 
Fire will go out. The quick-

Very few people know beer has 
zero fat, zero cholesterol and 
has naturally low carbs.   
Most of the kilojoules come in 
the alcohol, which is relatively 
low anyway compared to most 
wine or spirits with mixers. 
Beer gets a bad rep because a 
lot of traditional beer drinkers 
combine beer consumption with 
poor diet and lack of exercise. 
‘It’s the chip’s stupid!’ 
Moderate beer consumption 
combined with reasonable exer-
cise and a balanced diet can 
result in a full and happy life. 

trees in the Lions' Gardens 
which damaged easily in 
strong wind have been re-
placed with Cherry Blossom 
trees. A few of the more 
robust Robinia have been 
retained as their foliage in 
Autumn is particularly strik-
ing. However, Gavin Flynn, 
council officer in charge of 
the beautification project, 
envisages that in time the 
Cherry blossoms will be-
come as equally spectacular 

and possibly lead to becom-
ing a theme for the village. 
Members of Huapai/Kumeu 
Lions have been busy doing 
the small-plant planting in 
each of the twenty plots in 
the gardens and hope the 
community will appreciate 
and protect the asset that 
has been created. The plac-
ing of advertising placards 
in the gardens is against 
council by-laws. 

Huapai/Kumeu Lions have 
joined with Rodney Distict 
Council officers and their 
contractors to make im-
provements to the the gar-
dens alongside Highway 16 
in Kumeu. Representatives 
from the Kumeu Ratepayers 
Association have also been 
involved in the planning. 
Flax plants have been re-
placed by a smaller species 
and most of the Robinia 

Stephen Sparnon, 
DCFO, Kumeu 

Fire Rescue.   
For an  

emergency  call 
dial 111 
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Ready….. 
 Set…… 
Go…..Spring is often referred 
to as the start of the property 
sales season and many home 
owners are busily preparing for 
the onset of sunny skies and 
fresh dafodills. 
We are suggesting to all our 
clients to get onto the market as 
early as possible and consider 
some sensible marketing      
options to get the home noticed 
and get a head start on the com-

petition. If you have been on the 
market over Winter, take some 
time off, review your agency and 
what they can do compared to 
us at LJ Hooker and make a 
plan to get yourself “SOLD IN 60 
DAYS” Only available with LJ 
Hooker Kumeu. Sales are a 
mixed bag this month: 
Kumeu 
Annandale Rd 
4.052 hectares $ 860,000 
Matua Rd   
809 sqm  $ 475,000 
Koraha Rd 
9530 sqm $ 540,000 

Riverhead 
Robinson Rd 
5.79 hectares $ 1,100,000 
C/Riverhead Hway 
1.23 hectares $ 650,000 
Alice Street 
1614 sqm $ 265,000 
Waimauku 
Freshfields Rd 
1510 sqm $ 829,000 
.Waimauku Station Rd 
975 sqm  $ 471,000 
1501 sqm  $540,000 
Before you list with anyone, 
seek a second opinion it will 
save you thousands of dollars. 

tion most farmers and lifestyle 
people do not alarm their sheds 
and are not overly vigilant on 
these areas of the property.  

Within 10 seconds a bolt lock 
can be ineffective and valuable 
chainsaws and farm equipment 
thrown into a waiting van and 
off. In many instances the bur-

A recent spate of garage and 
shed burglaries in the area have 
highlighted the need to consider 
the effectiveness of traditional 
bolt lock devices and traditional 
skeleton key door locks that can 
be easily dismantled or minor 
cuts made to make the locking 
device completely useless. 
The people that seem to be tar-
geting rural sheds do so with tin 
snips, bolt cutters, pinch bar and 
screw driver set. For the cost of  
a McDonalds Happy Meal a 
burglar is able to get some basic 
tools that will make a bolt lock 
completely ineffective. In addi-

glary will be all done and 
over in under 5 minutes. 
Leaving the barn unsecure 
and valuable contents gone.  
 If you are considering your 
shed, barn or    garage secu-
rity maybe consider a range 
of local security specialists: 
A free consultation service is 
available from local lock-
smith Deadlock Dave which 
will allow you to discuss your 
security risk and the steps 
you can take to minimize 
your exposure to crime. 
Phone Dave or Adrian on 
412 2226 or email:   
deadlockdave@xtra.co.nz 

(that will help with Christmas 
shopping!). 
 
Keep September 3 (4.30pm to 
7.30pm) free in your diary and 
pop into Westpac Huapai branch 
for drinks and a BBQ.  
 
Meet and chat to your local 
banking experts in a wide range 
of fields including Wealth,    
Business and Personal.  
Please RSVP to Gretchen Hoff-

man via e-mail at 
gretchen.hoffmann@westpac
.co.nz 
 
Drop me an email  or call me 
with any questions you have 
about your future financing . 
 
David Lloyd 
Mobile Mortgage Manager 
Huapai Branch 
Ph. 027 244 3599 
david_lloyd@westpac.co.nz 

The gap between the 2 options 
has narrowed in recent months 
– partly because financial     
markets are questioning the 
Reserve Bank’s resolve to return 
the OCR to more normal levels.  
 
We continue to expect the 
RBNZ to deliver consecutive 25 
basis points hikes in September 
and October, before pausing 
through December and January 

“For a report on 
the latest sales in 
your area free of 
cost contact: 
Echo McRae 
L.J Hooker 
Kumeu 
Licensed 
(REAA2008) 
Ph 09 412 9602” 

Fixed vs Floating - The Big Question 

Not All Locks Deliver Security  

“A dollar 

each way ” 

“Riverhead Pub” 
The kitchen will be centrally 
located between The Portage 
Bar (a new sports bar) and 
The Landing Restaurant, with 
the original Deacons’ kitchen 
becoming a separate dining 
room. Hopefully the original 
kauri ceiling and floor will be 
visible in the original part of 
the building.  We have found 
evidence of the original 
tongue & groove linings and 
dado and will reinstate them 
in replica throughout. A beer 
garden is being developed off 
the Portage Bar accessed via 
a new door beside the fire-
place, providing an attractive 
sunny outdoor space which 
can be enjoyed all year.  
The new roof is on after de-
lay due to persistent rain, and 
we are continuing repainting 
the outside the building. It’s 
all go ! 
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*Get Kumeu Courier 

every month hot off 

the editors desk, by 

emailing the word 

subscribe to 

glms@xtra.co.nz  

Diary Note: 
Just Gardening Show  
25 September 2010 
Kumeu Showgrounds 

  Get Bulb Planting   

       Rugby World Cup 2011 

     Calling all Mentors       Art in the Garden 
From its beginnings in 1991, 
Business Mentors New Zealand 
has steadily grown and devel-
oped to become the leading 
business mentoring service 
provider to the small to medium
-sized enterprise sector. A busi-
ness mentor provides a fresh 
prospective and can help busi-
ness owners take a step back 
and see ‘the bigger picture’. 
They assist in identifying 
strengths, weaknesses and 
opportunities for growth that 
may have been missed by man-
agers too close to the business. 
Rodney as a whole is struggling 
because while we have a lot of 
businesses needing help, we 
just don’t have the local mentor 
b a s e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t 
need.  Therefore it is vital to get 

more successful business peo-
ple on board to help out. We 
have some really high quality 
business people in the Kumeu 
area, and would like to encour-
age potential mentors to step 
up and join Business Mentors 
New Zealand to help and sup-
port local businesses in need of 
a bit of a hand.  The volunteer 
nature of the work means that 
often mentors are successful 
recently retired business peo-
ple, or those who have either 
retired or have a bit of flexibility 
in the work that they do. 

For more information please 
phone 0800 209 209 or peruse 
the website: http://
www.businessmentors.org.nz/ 

On Nov 6th & 7h we are showcas-
ing almost 100 of the best re-
gional and national artists and 
sculptors in four of Kumeu’s top 
award winning gardens. Tickets 
are $20 (early bird to 1-10-10) 
and limited in number. View on: 
www.kumeuartinthegarden.co.nz 
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m ( s e a r c h )
mrljhooker 
www.kumeuinfo.co.nz 
Or contact: 
Kumeu Visitor Information Center 
on 09 412 9886 (Open 7 Days) 

Preparations are now underway 
and we would like to put to-
gether a list of local businesses 
and individuals who would like 
to be involved with this exciting 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
showcase the best that West 
Auckland has to offer.Along 
with an exciting event calendar 
planned around West Auckland 
wineries, restaurant promo-
tions, hospitality offers and local 
entertainment, the week-long 
celebration will culminate in all-
day event at the Kumeu Show-
grounds before screening of the 
16th of October Semi-Final 

match that will be played on an 
outdoor screen for all to enjoy. 
If you feel that you or your busi-
ness would like to participate, 
please email Lee Mckeown on 
arcadiadesignstore@clear.net.nz  
along with a brief description of 
what services you or your busi-
ness could offer.   
We’ll then send you an invita-
tion to the Planning Meeting 
being held on Tuesday 21st 
September. 
Kind regards, 
Kumeu Wine Country Promo-
tional Committee  
  

potatoes spread out in a dry 
area to allow sprouts to de-
velop, ideally 1-2cm in length. 
Looking for a good early potato 
ideal for boiling with a sprig or 
two of mint? Try Jersey Bennes 
or Cliffs Kidney. Apply citrus 
fertilizer around the base of 
citrus trees and grape vines as 
buds burst. A spray of copper 
oxychloride to all fruit trees 
would be beneficial.  When 
planting your passion fruit vines 
don’t forget drainage is impor-

tant. A raised 
bed is an advan-
tage. Add plenty 
of organic matter 
such as compost 
or peat moss.A large range of 
flowering and vegetable plants 
are available now for planting 
out or ask in the seed isle of the 
garden centre for advice as to 
how to plan for the coming 
season.   
Kumeu Garden Center, Main 
Road, Kumeu Ph 09 412 9002 

A busy time in the garden sow-
ing seeds, spraying and fertiliz-
ing. Plant Dahlia tubers now for 
a burst of summer colour. Once 
planted they will come up every 
year and can be picked for 
indoor display. Snap off old 
blooms to encourage new ones. 
Gladioli bulbs should be avail-
able soon. If planted now these 
will take approximately 100 
days to flower. Ideal for a mass 
display or for picking for in-
doors.Before planting seed 

    K U M E U  C O U R I E R  

 
Contact: 
Lee McKeown 
Arcadia 
Ph 09 411 8452 

As you are undoubtedly aware, 
the 2011 Rugby World Cup is 
being held in New Zealand next 
year, with Auckland being the 
primary arrival port for most 
international travellers. 
 
Between the 10th and 16th of 
October 2011 the Kumeu Wine 
Country promotional committee 
is organising a week long ‘Best 
of the West’ festival that will 
feature our district and encour-
age some of the estimated 
60,000 RWC visitors to visit the 
Kumeu area. 
 
 



I live in Riverhead, I love     
Riverhead and the people. 

 
 

“That’s why I sell more of  
Riverhead than anyone”   

 
 

Ph 09 412 9602 
     027254 9999 
Denise Glozier  

Licensed REAA 2008 

 

  

SPONSORS 
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“positive mental 

calm and inner 

peace 17—19 

September” 

Share a recipe: 
Anna Sareczky 
Editor 
Ph 021 607 971  
Email  
annasareczky@hotmail.com 

Wine & Art             Health & Well Being 

...to the Public of Kumeu  

 All-in-the-Pan Chewy Chocolate Cake  
All-in-the-Pan Chewy Chocolate 
Cake with Chocolate Butter 
Icing - Serves 6-8 
This masterpiece creates little 
mess, makes the whole house 
smell fabulous, and promises to 
absorb a fair whack of bubbly?  
This cake comes from Regan 
Daley an American pastry chef 
who describes it as “foolproof” – 
I can attest to this – I’ve seen a 
boy make it. It’s also a great 
cake to make with little kids due 
to its simplicity.  Moist, choco-
latey, but not too chocolatey, 
good hot or cold, it takes about 
10 minutes , needs no eggs, 
couverture chocolate, or any-
thing requiring a special trip.  
CAKE 
1 ½ cups plain flour, sifted 
1 cup white sugar 
¼ cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
1 tsp baking soda, sifted 

½ tsp salt 
6 tablespoons canola or other  
neutral oil 
1 tablespoon white vinegar 
1 tsp vanilla extract or essence if 
you have it 
1 cup cool water 
ICING 
¼ cup unsalted butter, at room 
temperature 
2 cups icing sugar 
2 to 3 tablespoons of milk or water 
1 ½ tablespoons unsweetened 
cocoa powder 
1 tsp vanilla extract or essence 
Preheat oven to 180˚C. Lightly 
butter and line with baking paper a 
20x20cm cake tin. 
In a bowl whisk together the flour, 
sugar, cocoa, baking soda and salt, 
pour into the prepared tin. 
Make three wells in the mixture; one 
large, one medium, and one small. 
Pour the oil into the large, the vine-
gar into the medium, and the vanilla 
into the small. Pour the water over 
the top and, taking care not to tear 

the paper, stir until blended, making 
sure you reach into the corners and 
sides. Avoid over-beating the mix-
ture. 
Bake for 30 minutes, or until a 
skewer inserted into the centre 
comes out clean and the top feels 
springy when lightly touched.  
Cool cake completely before gently 
lifting out with by the paper and icing 
if desired.  
To make the icing: cream together 
butter and 1 cup sugar, stir in 1 
tablespoon of the milk or water.  Add 
the cocoa powder and beat. Add the 
remaining sugar, and as much of the 
remaining liquid as necessary to 
make a thick creamy icing. Spread 
evenly over.  
 
Either sprinkle with icing sugar and 
cocoa or ice and spear with lit spar-
klers in lieu of common candles or to 
serve warm, omit the icing and add 
a scoop of vanilla ice-cream and 
some hulled strawberries or pitted 
jarred cherries. 

which was outlined to the 
Council by Ian Shaw Tau-
paki, Ian Farrant and      
myself.  The attempt was by 
RDC to influence the Auck-
land Council before it was 
out of office – outcome with 
RDC unknown at this stage. 
Candidates Meeting - It is 
proposed to have a ‘meet 
the candidates’ meeting on 
1st September at the Kumeu 
Hall at 7.30pm so that those 
seeking office can have a 
say and face some ques-
tions from the community.  
This is a good opportunity 

Continued from page 1                      
The ARC have imposed a 
condition that makes it man-
datory for the future Auck-
land Council to consult with 
the representatives in the 
Huapai Kumeu area ‘well 
done ARC’   The stormwater 
ponds and management 
has been put back on the 
local authority to solve. 
Rural Strategy – once again 
no consultation from RDC – 
only Taupaki and Waitoke  
ratepayers were consulted 
out of 11 ratepayer groups 
in the district.  The strategy 
had some serious flaws 

for the public to see who is 
standing and what they rep-
resent. 
The John Banks meeting 
was a success albeit it on a 
freezing night. 
Will be in touch again next 
month. 
Regards 
Pete Sinton 
Chairman 
Kumeu-Huapai Resident & 
Ratepayers Association  
Ph. (09) 412-2016 
e.mail. petesin-
ton@townplanner.co.nz 

you are from Norwest Soccer. 
 Wine & Art 505 State Highway 
16   Ph: 412 8501  
info@wineandart.co.nz 
_________________________ 

On the 17th - 19th September, 
Suzanne Marbrook will be hold-
ing a weekend seminar at the 
beautiful Aio Wira Retreat Cen-
ter, Swanson. Suzanne is a 
highly experienced and success-
ful holistic practitioner, trained 
and qualified in Advanced Clinic 
Hypnotherapy and Neuro-

linguistic Programming at the Esalen 
Institute in California, and Energy and 
Chakra Balancing in London. Suzanne 
is now based at Muriwai Beach and 
believes that radiant good health 
and spiritual awareness coincide 
with positive mental calm and 
inner peace. Her seminars include 
an holistic programme of exercises 
and self-help techniques, designed to 
develop skills in all aspects of life. She 
can be contacted on: Ph 09 4115058  
Email:  
suzanne@suzannemarbrook.com        

‘Wine & Art’ is supporting the 
Norwest Soccer Club.  
Purchase any Waimarie, 
Mahana Ridge, Waimauku 
Sands or Kaipara Estate wines 
from Wine & Art in Kumeu and 
they will donate .50c from every 
bottle sold back to the Norwest 
Soccer Club. All four wineries 
are local producers, producing 
a range of white and red wines, 
with prices ranging from $10 to 
$39.90. This offer runs until 
31st October 2010 - be sure to 
let the Wine & Art staff know 

    K U M E U  C O U R I E R  

Anna Sareczky 
Editor 
 
Ph 021 607 971  
Email:  
annasareczky@hotmail.com 
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We have a specialist property team ready to assist you with the sale and/or     
purchase of your property.   Whether it’s your family home or an investment     
property we can help.  We can also help with setting up a trust or reviewing  

your wills.  Contact us today for fast, friendly and professional service. 
 

293 Lincoln Road 
PO Box 104-065, Lincoln North 

Waitakere 0614 
Telephone 09 836 0939 

Fax: 09 837 2500 
Email: partners@smithpartners.co.nz 

Website: www.smithpartners.co.nz 



 
 
 
 

BULK OR BAG, FREE LOAN TRAILER 
WE DELIVER, OPEN 7 DAYS 

 
948 State Highway 16, Waimauku 

Phone/Fax 09 411 9604 
 

YOUR COMPLETE LANDSCAPING AND QUARRY SOLUTION 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

David Lloyd 
Mobile Mortgage Manager 
Huapai Branch 
Ph. 027 244 3599  
Email. david_lloyd@westpac.co.nz 

 

GETTING YOU SOLD IN 60 DAYS ! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you would like change 
in your circumstances 
and  want a proactive, 
energetic and helpful 
discussion about achiev-
ing your goals, contact 
me at kumeu@ljh.co.nz 
or phone 0276320421 

I am here to help ! Graham McIntyre Licensed (REAA2008) 
PH 0276 320 421 OR 09 412 9602 

SPONSORS 










