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Another month has gone, the days are 
definitely getting longer and light-
er and somehow its only 8 weeks till 
Christmas time! Time to clean out the 
dust from winter, scrub down the BBQ 
(if you haven’t already) and get those 
tomatoes planted for Christmas. 
There are some great events    coming 
up this month such the Coatesville 
Garden Ramble on the 10th Novem-
ber. This event raises funds through 
the Albany Rotary Charitable Trust 
and the funds raised this year will 
support CanTeen, YES Disability Cen-
tre and other Albany Rotary commu-
nity projects. Another fun outing and 
one I am definitely looking forward 
to is the Monster Fireworks Display 
on November 1 from 5pm onwards 
at the Kumeu show grounds, or the 
Waitakere Fireworks on November 16 
from  5.30pm onwards at The Trusts 
Stadium, Henderson. Diwali celebra-
tions over the last couple of week-
ends have provided a much needed 
burst of colour into this last blast of 
cold weather and certain politicians 
colourful activities of late have fu-
elled further unrest in the commu-
nity following the announcement of 
the Development plan. Roll on sum-
mer and Christmas holidays, every-
body is well overdue for a rest I say.
		
	 Live , Laugh, Love 

	 Sarah
	 Editor



SH16 BID UPDATE
The North West District Business Associ-
ations campaign for a district wide Busi-
ness Improvement District (BID) is in full 
swing. Robynne Pringle is employed by 
the NWDBA to visit all the businesses 
within the BID area and is slowly work-
ing her way across the district. If she 
hasn’t already been to see you, she will 
soon! On Wednesday a BID information 
evening was held in Helensville to give 
local business owners an opportunity 
to hear about how BID’s work in other 
areas and ask questions. There will be 
a ballot for business ratepayers and 
business owners in March 2014 and our 
campaign to gain district wide support 
for this exciting and transformational 
initiative will be kicking up another gear 
over the next few months. For more in-
formation about the BID visit: www.
northwestbusiness.co.nz.

Affordable housing 
in the area
Len Brown and Nick Smith spent some 
time in Huapai in October presenting a 
combined initiative that fast tracks ar-
eas of land for housing  development. 

Pockets of land including, Hobsonville, 
West Harbour and Huapai are all ear-
marked for special treatment. In short, if 
a developer can tag 10% of the land area 
for affordable housing it may be consid-
ered for a fast track through resource 
consenting. Nick Smith stated at the 
meeting that he saw new apartments 
selling at $250,000 and standalone new 
houses selling at $500,000. Some would 
suggest that this is clearly not afford-
able and that apartment living is not 
likely to be a popular option. Smith in-
dicated that he was expecting the com-
munity to have input, however said that 
consenting was underway.  Brown said 
that this was not a done deal, that com-
munity consultation would be taking 
place however like Smith, he provided 
no formal structure for this dialogue to 
take place. Both Phelan Pirrie and Pete 
Sinton were quick to highlight to cen-
tral and local government officials that 
the infrastructure would not cope with 
a proposed 2000 homes, nor would 
the community be happy accepting 
high rise apartment style develop-
ment in the area.  Roading and School-
ing were two major issues facing the 
area which will need priority planning, 
but any detail on who would pay and 
when these issues would be addressed 
fell well short on any satisfactory pro-
cess, or definitive answer. We plan to 
keep you upto date with this situation.

VOLUNTEER FOR 
FIREFIGHTING TODAY

Almost anybody can join a fire brigade, 
male or female, young or old. The op-
portunity appeals for those looking 
for adventure or those just wanting to 
contribute to their community. If inter-
ested you will need to be able to attend 
a regular Monday training night and be 
able to participate in Brigade activities. 
So if you live close to the Waitakere Fire 
Station and would like to join a family 
friendly, team focused and social Fire 
Brigade please contact Denis Cooper, 
Chief Fire Officer, Phone 0275 626942. 
If you live closer to Kumeu or Muriwai 
Fire Brigade we suggest you drop into 
the station closest to you at 7pm on a 
Monday night and introduce yourself 
and ask for a look around the station. 
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community
notice board
THIS IS GYMSTICK
Hi, my name is Collette Skinner and we 
have recently moved to Waimauku and 
also relocated our Fitness Business to 
Kumeu.   The brand of fitness gear we 
do is “GYMSTICK”.   We have a range of 
Fitness & Wellness Products for home 
and commercial use.  Gymstick also has 
a Fitness Concept around three main 
products: the award winning Gymstick 
Original for indoors; Gymstick Nordic 
Walking for outdoors and Gymstick 
Aqua for water.   These safe and effective 
activities are one of the best forms of 
exercise anywhere and anytime! I plan 
to run Gymstick Group Fitness Classes 
soon, so if you would like to give it a 
go then give me a call on 0800 496785.

garden ramble 2013 
The Coatesville Garden Ramble is on 
again this year, and will be held on Sun-
day 10th November 2013 from 10am to 
4pm in Coatesville. This event, which 
is organized by Albany Rotary, raises 
funds through the Albany Rotary Char-
itable Trust and the funds raised this 
year will support CanTeen, YES Disabili-
ty Centre and other Albany Rotary com-
munity projects.Visitors to the event 
will be able to indulge themselves with 
a day in the country, visiting and enjoy-
ing the peace and tranquillity of five 
park-like gardens in beautiful Coates-

Your Local Oil and Lubricant Supplier! 
 

NetLube Guide now at Anglomoil 
 

Lubricant Recommended Tool  
   A guide to find the correct oil for your vehicle  

  Ph:  09-412-7818  Mob:  0274-929-714  www.anglomoil.co.nz 
Auckland Branch - 51 Nelson Road, Taupaki 

ville. Three of the gardens have been 
recognized by the New Zealand Gar-
dens Trust as being of National Signifi-
cance to New Zealand. The five gardens, 
which have been created by the love, 
care and hard work of keen gardeners, 
will all be at their best displaying late 
spring / early summer splendour and 
will surely delight both gardeners, or 
those who simply enjoy beautiful sur-
roundings. The gardens which will be 
open for inspection on the 2013 Garden 
Ramble are: Woodbridge – located at 36 
Glenmore Road, Coatesville. Mincher 
– located at 338 Coatesville Riverhead 
Highway, Coatesville. Brookgreen Park 
– located at 15 Goldflats Road, Coates-
ville. Pinelee – located at 21 Coatesville 
Heights, Coatesville. A’la fois – located 
at 31 Coatesville Heights, Coatesville. 
Albany Rotary are extremely grateful to 
the garden owners for the support of 
these worthwhile charities, and would 
also like to acknowledge the sponsor-
ship of Peugeot New Zealand, Mitre 10 
Mega Albany, and Hot Spring Spas with-
out whose support this event would not 
be possible. A number of food and cof-
fee vendors will be providing refresh-
ments during the day at the various 
gardens, and visitors will also be able to 
purchase garden related products and 
local artwork. Entry tickets, which cost 
only $40 for access to all five gardens, 
can be purchased from Mitre 10 Mega 
Albany or by phoning 09 4267657.

SENIOR NET SPEAKER
On Monday, November 4 Nor-West 
SeniorNet will host Neil McLeod from 
Kumeu Computers.  Neil’s expertise is 
well known to SeniorNet members as 
he is our ‘go to’ man for any problems 
your club has with computers.  He will 
be talking about ‘The Cloud’ and other 
new advances but will also be answer-
ing any and all questions members may 
have about their technology problems. 
Feel free to bring along your laptop or 
device for on-the-spot answers. This 
meeting will be our last for this year 
and will incorporate our AGM.  We do 
need new committee members but 
don’t worry; you will not be pressured 
into coming on the committee!  As 
usual we will meet at St Chad’s church 
hall, corner of Matua and Oraha Roads, 
Huapai.  $3 ensures you entry, morn-
ing tea and a chance to win our mon-
ster Christmas raffle. Bring a friend, 
everyone is welcome and you don’t 
have to be a member to come along.

lion’s vintage shop
The Vintage Shop in the Pomona Hall 
next to the Community Centre, Kumeu 
is a Huapai-Kumeu Lions initiative. The 
profits from the shop are donated to 
projects in the community. The shop 
is manned by volunteers with a desire 
to serve and support local community 
initiatives. The work and commitment 
of these volunteers is hugely appre-
ciated said a Huapai-Kumeu Lions 
spokesman.  They are doing a fantas-
tic job and anyone interested in join-
ing them on a rostered system should 
call at the shop or contact Angela Van 
Winden on 09 412  8225.  A wide range 
of very good quality vintage stock in-
cluding crockery, furniture, handcraft-
ed items and antique items for sale. 
Trading is 10am to 4pm Tuesday to 
Friday and Saturday (10am-12). The 
Vintage Shop welcomes gifted items.
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WETA BREWINGS BREWERESS
As the brewer of Weta Brewing Co, I have been commercial-
ly brewing for about a year now, but I am still new to running 
my own brand. With limited capital to get things started, it has 
been important to prioritise and take small steps. Purchasing 
kegs was the first major outlay, with many extra costs to fac-
tor in when importing. We have been lucky with our kegs, they 
all seem structurally sound. I have heard of others importing 
kegs that split! We are also lucky to use the Shakespeare Brew-
ery as it’s a well known one with plenty of tank space. Our 
next investment will be bottles and labels as the funds allow. 
We have a delicious 
Golden Ale that is 
conditioning now and 
will be ready to join the 
NZ Red Ale soon. 
The Riverview Corridor 
Bar in Helensville will be 
first to have both on tap. 
Toni Stimpson-Tibbits

RIVERHEAD FRIDAY NIGHT CLUB FOR YEARS 7-12
For a number of years a Friday Night Club for children aged 
7-12 years has been run at the Riverhead Family Church, Cnr 
Arthur and Great North Road, Riverhead. This has continued in 
2013 and will continue in 2014. The programme runs during 
the school term from 7pm – 8.30pm on Friday and costs only 50 
cents. The programme includes lots of games, activities, supper 
and prizes. Please note that the programme will end on Friday 
6th December this year. If you would like to know more please 
call Gordon Miller 09 627 6413 and Anna Gordon 021 1670447.

clena fill online petition
With the introduction of the Draft Unitary Plan and Special 
Housing Areas, the Norwest is on the verge of a development 
explosion. Most people would like to see the surplus soil and 
clay recombined on the development sites, an alternative would 
be Riverhead and Woodhill Forest’s, many gullies could be filled 
and planted with pines, allowing for 30 years of settling for the 
fill. Main Highways are constructed to handle the volume and 
weight of these vehicles, secondary roads were not.The legacy 
of Rodney District Council’s rules have left behind a policy of 
slack, almost uncaring oversight around the siting and enforce-
ment of the many dumps that litter the Norwest.Resident’s plea’s 
for a stop, or stricter control over these “cowboy’s” goes largely 
unheeded and the Council just keeps on handing out consents, 
even to the same operators that leave unfinished and unsightly 
piles of “Cleanfill’ spread over our community. A word of warning 
to land owners that are approached by these companies, you will 
have a clause inserted into your LIM recording that your property 
has been the subject of ‘Cleanfill’, you may have great difficulty 
convincing prospective purchasers that the lovely flat pasture is 
a “natural landform”. It is time for an informed debate on “Clean 
fills’, you can help by going to this website; http://www.ipetitions.
com/petition/rodney-is-not-a-dump/and signing the petition, so 
that your Council will have to listen! Numbers do make a differ-
ence! https://www.facebook.com/groups/rodneyisnotadump/

NOW 
OPEN!
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Check out our 
new supermarket

We look forward to seeing you instore soon!

Vipan, Hiten and the team at 
FreshChoice Waimauku

• Great range of quality fresh meat and produce

• Wide selection of New Zealand and 
international wines and chilled beers

• Large assortment of gluten free and organic 
products

• Great selection of bakery products

• Full range of Select, Signature Range and 
Homebrand products

• Over 25,000 grocery items instore

• Over 5,000 specials each week

• Check out our Community Fund

• The same great team providing you with 
quality shopping in your local community

5-19 Factory Road, Waimauku.
Phone 09 411 7890. 

Open 7am - 9pm, 7 days.

WAIMAUKU



safer communities
COMMUNITY SAFETY MESSAGE FOR GUY FAWKES:
Every year the Fire Service responds to hundreds of calls 
to incidents caused by Fireworks. From fires , people in-
jured, pets terrified and thousands of dollars of damage 
done to property. We know that you, the public will par-
ticipate in using  fireworks during  this period so ask you 
to take steps to be safe and considerate to all others.
OUR ADVICE:
Attend a public display if possible or if you are having Guy 
Fawkes at home consider these important tips.
When lighting fireworks, stay safe:
• Read and follow the instructions before using them
• Light in an open area away from ignitable property
• Fireworks and alcohol/drugs are a dangerous combination
• Always let an adult light the fireworks
• Keep a bucket of water or a hose handy
• Keep all unlit fireworks in their box until you light them
• Leave dud fireworks alone – trying to relight them is unsafe
• Burns need water for 20 minutes
 THINK ABOUT OTHERS:
• Put away the fireworks after 10.30pm
• Keep your pets inside on Guy Fawkes Night
• Point fireworks to the stars, not at your mates
Fireworks are noisy and alarming, so please demonstrate con-
sideration for neighbours, pets and livestock. 

Summer is fast approaching, and as the weather heats up 
and the days get longer, crime is on the increase so please 
don’t become too relaxed. If your heading to Muriwai this 
summer remember to lock your vehicles and either leave 
your valuables at home or hide them from the view of the 
public. If your planning on driving on the beach remember 
all normal road rules apply, you must hold a current drivers 
licence, and abide by the speed limit. Don’t forget you are 
sharing the beach with families, children, fishermen, dogs 
and horses so please be safe and considerate of others. 
There is a liquor ban in place at Muriwai beach between 6pm 
and 6am. If you would like to see more information on the 
liquor ban, check out the liquor ban signs as you enter the 
beach. If you are found in possession of open bottles you 
will have your alcohol confiscated and may be prosecuted. 
If you see anything suspicious at 
the beach please contact the 
Kumeu police on 09 4125194 
or call 111, otherwise have a 
safe and enjoyable summer. 
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area property sales
“we charge 
2.95% not 

4% that 
others may 

charge”
“We also provide statistical data, free 

from cost to purchasers and sellers 
wanting more information to make an 
informed decision. Phone me today for 

a free summary of a property and 
surrounding sales, at no cost, no 

questions asked” 

   Phone

0800 900 700

ADDRESS		  CV		  LAND AREA	 FLOOR AREA	  SALE PRICE

Coatesville
Ridge Road	 $3,750,000	 2.44ha		  596m2		  $3,250,000
Helensville
Downer Street	 $425,000		 2411m2		  140m2		  $665,000
Puriri Street	 $430,000		  694m2		  110m2		  $420,000
Porter Crescent	 $310,000		  461m2		  90m2		  $335,000
Awaroa Road	 $305,000		  675m2		  80m2		  $361,000
Audrey Luckens 	 $315,000		  90m2				    $404,500
Hand Road	 $340,000		 1459m2		  130m2		  $510,000
Cabeleigh Drive	 $410,000		  600m2		  200m2		  $535,000
Herald Island	
Alison Avenue	 $640,000		    816m2		  170m2		  $750,000
The Terrace	 $900,000		    809m2		  193m2		  $1,900,000
The Terrace	 $520,000		    809m2		  110m2		  $635,000
Duncan Rise	 $590,000		    832m2		  202m2		  $1,110,000
Ferry Parade	 $560,000		    812m2		  120m2		  $750,000
Kumeu
Nobilo Road	 $1,880,000	   4.39ha		  210m2		  $2,070,000
Pinotage Place	 $390,000				   120m2		  $405,000
Muriwai
Motutara Road	 530,000		     842m2		  111m2		  $636,000
Waitea Road	 $810,000		   1209m2		 220m2		  $865,000
Parakai
Parkhurst Road	 $250,000				   85m2		  $315,000
Fordyce Road	 $425,000		   1098m2		 208m2		  $525,000
Aitkenhead Court	 $340,000		   1152m2		 131m2		  $449,000
Parakai Avenue	 $235,000		   1012m2		 80m2		  $303,000
Mary Keane Lane	 $245,000		    657m2				    $380,000
Fordyce Road	 $280,000		    662m2		  100m2		  $342,000
Riverhead
Albert Street	 $260,000		    869m2				    $410,000
Maude Street	 $250,000		    800m2				    $400,000
Queen Street	 $460,000		    809m2		  200m2		  $700,000
Queen Street	 $540,000		    809m2		  180m2		  $655,000
Waimauku
Foster Road	 $560,000		     2777m2	 147m2		  $672,000
Waitakere
Northfeild Road	 $325,000		    850m2		  94m2		  $400,000
Duffy Road	 $440,000		   1366m2		 110m2		  $442,000
Township Road	 $410,000		    908m2		  176m2		  $500,000

Money A Mortgage Broker is the supermarket of financial solutions 
for your lending requirements, from purchasing or building 
your first home, moving up the property ladder, renovating 
your home, purchasing a rental property or releasing some 
equity for financial freedom. Your bank has access to a small 
range of products that may not meet your requirements. With 
access to over 20 Lenders I can find a lending solution that will 
meet your needs with a simple phone call, and free in home 
visit to discuss your financial requirements. From Welcome 
Home Loans, Fresh Start Loans, Debt Consolidation Loans, 
Construction to Development Loans and standard Residential 
Mortgages a Broker is your one stop shop for financial op-
tions. To discuss your lending requirements and options at a 
time that suits you in your home for free please call on 09 215 
6990 or email mark.greene@mikepero.co.nz.

kumeuCourier



in brief
updates:events
craft out west show

Hospice West Auckland Fundraiser
Westwave Recreation Centre, Hender-
son Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th No-
vember 10am to 4pm Adults $5  Seniors 
$3 Children under 12years free. Amaz-
ing gifts available.  On site Café. 

MEACT spring review
Spring means Spring cleaning. In the 
developed world we accumulate stuff 
purchased as compensation for work-
ing too much/having too little time. 
Here are some local decluttering tips:
Donate old toys-Muriwai Playgroup’s 
wishlist includes puzzles, picture books, 
die-cast cars, baby educational toys and 
an outdoor playhouse! Contact Kirsty 
O’Hara on 021432851.
Mobiles-Telecom and Vodafone recycle 
or donate to Starship.
Ewaste-The Ark will accept and recycle 
domestic computer equipment for a fee 
www.the-ark.co.nz
Worn winter woolies-Skody old jump-
ers’ are being upcycled into dumpster 
hoodies, contact Sarah Jane Murray sar-
ah@ecomatters.org.nz 
Forest and Bird’s annual poll for bird of 
the year is now open vote at birdoft-
heyear.org.nz. Meanwhile in Russia the 

‘Arctic 30’ (28 activists including 2 from 
NZ, a freelance photographer and vid-
eographer) face 15 years in jail for pro-
testing at the Gazprom Arctic drilling 
platform. Send messages of support, 
take action or stay informed: www.
greenpeace.org.

one stop horse shop
Horselands Kumeu Grain is your local 
one stop feed shop, established in the 
1960’s.  We can meet all your animal feed, 
saddlery and clothing needs. Come in 
and have a chat to our knowledgeable 
staff about how to get the best from 
your horse this season. We stock an ex-
tensive range of feed including our own 
mixes, bolbrew & cool, calm, condition-
er. With our feed mixer and hammer mill 
on site freshness is assured, and we are 
able to personalise feed orders.  We mix 
and crush bird seeds, goat mixes, chick-
en nibbles and even custom orders de-
signed by you.  Freshly hammered or 
crushed grains ensure that your animals 
are getting the best possible nutrition.  
If animal feed is not for you, come in and 
browse the Ariat Western boots or the 
oilskin clothing we make on site. Phone 
09  412 7400, view  www.horselands.co.nz.

kumeu art centre
An exhibition of work from multi-disci-
plinary artist, Julie Moselen. Emerging artist, 
Julie Moselen show cases her recent paint-
ings in the upcoming exhibition ‘Soulful 
Journey’ at Kumeu Arts Centre. After 

emigrating from Cornwall, England to 
New Zealand in 1998, Julie has been 
inspired by New Zealand culture and its 
beautiful surrounds.  The body of work 
focuses on the exploration of texture 
and colour whilst addressing the spiri-
tual journey of the inner artist. Kumeu 
Arts Centre is open Mon - Sat 10am - 
3pm, with late nights till 5 on Thu & Fri. 
Please contact us on 412-9480 or thetin-
shed@clear.net.nz for more information 
on exhibitions and art classes available, 
including clay, realism and abstract 
painting, photography, children’s art, 
knitting & crochet,  adults with special 
needs art classes, salsa, life drawing  and 
mindfulness for stress management.

property values drop
After almost three years of increasing 
property values in the Riverhead com-
munity it appears that values in the 
region are declining. Graham McIn-
tyre, principal of Mike Pero Real Estate 
Kumeu stated, “Value in an area is a 
direct reflection of buyer confidence, 
supply of houses, and trending. We 
showcase Riverhead within editorial in 
Kumeu Courier, provide great service 
and statistical data to buyers to supply 
a high level of confidence. We under-
stand that a few agents in the area are 
not providing confidence to buyers, and 
this may cause continued stagnation” 
he says. “With every property that Mike 
Pero Real Estate list, we professionally 
photograph the property, provide ex-
posure to over 10,000 potential buyers 
in print, thousands through web sites 
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kumeuCourier
and many more through a free televi-
sion commercial on the property fea-
tured on TVONE or TV3. This lifts profile, 
increases demand, and in turn drives up 
prices.” For more information call Gra-
ham on 09 412 9602 or 0800 900 700.

WORKSHOPS AT ART CENTRE
Learn how to use the image editing 
programme Photoshop and bring your 
images to life! Graham Meadows is 
running a Photoshop workshop at the 
Kumeu Arts Centre and will teach the 
basics for the various versions; espe-
cially Elements, which is the version fa-
vored by most amateur photographers. 
If you already have the programme 
on your computer but want to master 
it, then this workshop is the answer. If 
you have never used it, but would like 
to learn how, then you can download a 
trial version (free for 1 month) from the 
Adobe web site and bring that with you.  
If necessary, Graham can also supply a 
computer with the programme loaded. 
Because this involves a great deal of 
one-one tuition there is a maximum of 
three participants. Sunday November 
17, 10am to 3pm, $140.
Learn how to control your camera and 
take great pictures. A combination of 
PowerPoint presentations and 3 hours 
of practical photography. Sunday No-
vember 24, 10am to 3pm, $55.

Picture Composition is a vital ingredi-
ent in an award-winning picture. At this 
workshop you get to practice some of 
the most important techniques. There is 
a PowerPoint presentation plus 3 hours 
of practical photography. Sunday No-
vember 10, 10am to 3pm, $55.
For further information and bookings 
please contact Graham Meadows
Email: graham@gmpl.co.nz  
Phone: 09 420 8982
Web site: www.gmpl.co.nz

PAMPER, MASSAGE, RELAX
Pamper yourself during your stay. Book 
a therapeutic massage, seaweed body 
wrap, gift wrapped champagne, floral 
bouquet, gift basket, portable outdoor 
hot tub, (with rain water & scented flow-
ers for the romantic). POA  Create your 
wedding ceremony and reception or 
a second honey moon here. Trude is 
registered for marriage/civil union cele-
brant. Bethells Beach Cottages. Phone: 
09 810 9581, www.bethellsbeach.com.

book early at soljans
Christmas is coming fast. So, it’s time 
to start thinking how you are going to 
show your appreciation to your staff 
for all their hard work in 2013.With ex-
clusive use of the venue for dinner; a 
private function room for lunch; exqui-
sitely crafted, award-winning wines and 
a great menu selection to choose from, 
Soljans Estate Winery & Café is the solu-
tion. Enhance your vineyard experience 
with a wine tasting, winery tour, pen-
taque and/or croquet. Soljans Estate 
has a dedicated Functions Coordinator 
on site to take the stress out of planning 
your end of year ‘do’. Some key dates 
are still available, but they’re filling up 
quickly. Get online and visit www.sol-
jans.co.nz to view the new Christmas 
menus, by Head Chef Paul Reid, then 
call 412 2824 to discuss your group’s 
requirements with Kylie Bradley today.



SOMETHING IN THE AIR
It has been 3 weeks already since we all set our clocks back. For 
many of us, the unpleasant memory of waking up to see con-
densation on our windows fades as we prepare for another fan-
tastic kiwi summer. With the ever longer sunnier days ahead, 
we plan to give our homes the annual spring clean. We’ll air our 
mattresses & rugs, wipe away again that “toxic” black mould 
from our loved ones bedrooms with another miracle anti-mould 
product. Opening windows & doors finally gives our major asset 
much needed ventilation, or so we think.....  Houses are negative 
pressure cells, as we open our windows, dust, pollens & other 
atmospheric pollutants push into the home. Hay fever suffer-
ers have little reprieve as the pollen season in NZ lasts about 34 
weeks. Its timing varies each year starting in July or August with 
pine trees, continuing into August/September with deciduous 
trees such as oaks, elm & birches. Grasses are the major pollen 
hazard for allergy sufferers, usually from October through too 
& after Christmas. The answer to a healthier home inviroment 
is to change the home into a positive pressure cell by installing 
a mechanical ventilation system. Not all ventilation systems are 
created equal. Call or email me to book a no obligation consul-
tation from the only ventilation company in NZ to yet again be 
accredited with the Asthma & Respiratory Foundation of New 
Zealand’s “Blue Butterfly” Sensitive Choice Award, a programme 
which identifies companies & products committed to reducing 
asthma & allergy triggers. For more information contact Matt 
Shaw on 021 150 4661 or email matt44shaw@gmail.com.

tWO DAUGHTERS - rOSE’ AND CHARDONAY
It’s an exciting time at Soljans Estate Winery; the buds have burst, 
our New, Summer Menu is out and the busy Christmas season is 
almost upon us. Our Winemaker, Aaron Bilcich, has had a busy 
winter turning our fantastic fruit into delicious wine. The first 
of our new releases are: Soljans 2013 Two Daughters Rosé and 
Soljans 2011 Hawkes Bay Chardonnay. These are available in the 
Cellar Door and Café from right now for tasting and purchases. 
You will also notice the spiffy new labels and Soljans logo – we 
look forward to hearing what you think of the changes! Soljans 
Estate is the ideal venue for staff 
Christmas parties. Space is filling up 
fast so make sure you call the Café 
to make your booking on 09 412 2680 
or email café@soljans.co.nz. For group 
of over 26 people, give our Functions 
Coordinator, Kylie Bradley, a call 
directly on (09) 412 2824 or email 
kylie@soljans.co.nz.

FREE FINANCIAL HEALTH CHECK 
This evening is presented by Baptist Savings and is solely for the 
benefit of the community as an opportunity to gain helpful tips 
on being free of your debt quicker!  Find out ways to pay your 
mortgage between 7 – 12 years earlier just by restructuring. Fix 
or float? How to pay the lowest interest rate on your credit card. 
Which bank is the right bank for me?  7.30pm on Wednesday  
13th November at Waimauku School Hall.  Cost is FREE!!  Refresh-
ments will be served at 9pm. See www.baptistsavings.co.nz for 
more info. 
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Karen Stent
027 479 6368

karen.stent@mikepero.com

“ There is much talk in our industry about service 
standards and about the integrity of industry 
professionals. I deliver a consistently high level of 
service to buyers and sellers. Having experienced 
life within a number of brands and I can talk from 
experience that the people within Mike Pero Real 
Estate are exceptional in their commitment to 
creating a personal connection and engaging at 
a level that will make you feel at ease and ensure 
the communication is up-front and transparent. 
We value and appreciate everyone has different 
life experiences and a range of needs. I am 
committed to making your experience with us 
enriching and positive. 
– I’m Karen Stent.”

aloha from travel brokers
I am back from The Travel Brokers con-
ference in Hawai. I have been a self-em-
ployed broker just under a year, and I 
was awarded Marketer of the Year for 
the National Business Awards for 2013.  
Of 110 brokers, 9 people applied for the 
position, 5 of us were asked to present 
at conference, and I won! Along with 
my certificate which will take pride of 
place on my home office wall – I have 
a prize of a holiday to Noumea with Air 
Calin! YAY! The last time I travelled to 
New Caledonia was when my husband 
and I got engaged there 16 years ago, 
it will be great for me to see all the new 
resorts that are there now. Hawaii is a 
gorgeous place! With Hawaiian Airlines 
flying direct along with Air NZ now, we 
finally have some great competition, the 
fares have reduced considerably, and 
kiwis are heading back there in droves! 
With the strong NZD against the weak-
ening USD, it makes it fantastic value! 
We had to buy ourselves another bag 
to take home, the shopping is amazing! 
Luckily Hawaiian have a very generous 
2 x 32kg bag allowance – yes you read 
right – that is 2 bags with a total max-
imum weight of 64kg per person! In-

credible! We swam at Waikiki Beach be-
fore Breakfast – already 22 degrees and 
heating up to 30 in the middle of the 
day. Another highlight was snorkelling 
with a Sea Turtle at Hanauma Bay, in it’s 
own natural habitat. With prices start-
ing from $1499 per person with return 
flights on Hawaiian Airlines, including 
all taxes, 64kg of baggage, meals & 
drinks & in-seat entertainment on their 
new Aircraft, and 4 nights accommoda-
tion in Waikiki at the 3 star Aqua Aloha 
Surf with breakfasts daily – what’s not to 
like?  How about adding on a side trip 
to Maui, or any one of their other beau-
tiful islands. Can’t decide which island? 
Cruise for 7 nights and visit them all on 
the NCL from $2139 per person ex Ho-
nolulu incl all meals and entertainment! 
Want something further afield? All the 
Earlybirds to the UK & Europe are out 
now – get in quick before the seats fill 
up for peak time travel. Please contact 
Tanya Franklin, your local Travel Broker 
on 09 411 9105, 021 254 9169, or email: 
tanya.franklin@ttb.co.nz  Make an 
appointment to see 
me in my home 
office in Waimauku 
to chat about your 
next holiday!

clean up this summer
Hello! This months tip to help you bring 
some order into your life is to “put stuff 
away”.  A simple enough action you 
would think, but when we are time 
poor it’s easy to think “I’ll do that lat-
er”.  However, if you leave things until 
later, that pile is possibly going to be a 
lot bigger. So put stuff away in the mo-
ment. If you have a 2 story home, leave 
a basket at the bottom and/or top of 
the stairs and every time you use the 
stairs take the basket with you to emp-
ty.  Part of putting stuff away is making 
sure that everything has a designated 
home. If it doesn’t have a home it usu-
ally gets left laying around. So the next 
step is to make a home for that item.  
If you love it and use it, then it’s worth 
spending the time to create space for it. 
Trust me, you’ll feel so much better for 
having cleared some space and having 
possibly released something you don’t 
need. Being organised in the home truly 
makes life easier. Check us out online or 
on facebook. www.harmoniousliving.
co.nz.

Ph 0800 900 700
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THESE TENANTS NEED A LANDLORD - HELENSVILLE Enquiries Over $888,00022

Darren Ryder
021 307 014
darren.ryder@mikepero.com
Mike Pero Real Estate Limited

www.mikepero.com

www.mikepero.com/MPRE24351

88 Commercial Road, Helensville
Enquiries Over $888,000
Viewing by appointment
Centrally located in Helensville, this two level freehold commercial property makes a great investment choice for savvy investors 
and business owners. The property has a residential flat + the possibility of adding a second residential flat. Currently two anchor 
tenants lease the bulk of the downstairs for a liquor shop and a restaurant.

0800 500 123



Ph 0800 900 700
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LUXURY COUNTRY LIFESTYLE - WAIMAUKU  Enquiries Over $1,400,00035 3

Graham McIntyre
027 632 0421
graham.mcintyre@mikepero.com
Mike Pero Real Estate Limited

www.mikepero.com

www.mikepero.com/MPRE24390

101 Taylor Road, Waimauku
 Enquiries Over $1,400,000 - Viewing by appointment

Tucked away in the sheltered Waikoukou Valley of Waimauku, is this delightful architecturally designed French Provincial home. 
Drive through the rock wall entrance with 24 hour security in operation and meander down the private driveway of Wharauroa 
Estate, winding through your own native bush to where you will be greeted by the magic and tranquility of a beautiful county 
lifestyle. Positioned for all day sun and views of the valley. If you are thinking about a luxury country lifestyle within a safe and 
secure environment, literally minutes from convenience shopping, good broadband links for study or home-office options, this is
one home not to be missed.

0800 500 123
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WAIMAUKU FAMILY HOME MINUTES TO KUMEU Auction34 2

Graham McIntyre
0276320421
graham.mcintyre@mikepero.com
Mike Pero Real Estate Limited

www.mikepero.com

www.mikepero.com/ MPRE24631

20 Sarah Todd Lane, Waimauku
Auction - On site 2pm 2nd November
Viewing by appointment
This immaculately presented two level cedar home has been crafted for the fun and ease of a good family life. Three bedrooms 
plus study provides ample room for work and rest while a separate double garage and workshop ensures the tools and toys are 
protected. Nestled upon a flat open 1400 square metre landscaped section with established elegant plantings and within a quiet, 
child friendly cul-de-sac we welcome your interest in this rare find. Minutes to park, tennis court, high decile school and shopping 
center. While a short drive to Kumeu and Auckland CBD. 

0800 500 123



Ph 0800 900 700



1
3

2

Mike Pero Real Estate Ltd. Licensed REAA (2008)

FLAT ELEVATED 2000SQM SITE IN RIVERHEAD - MINUTES TO WESTGATE Enquiries over $750,000

Graham McIntyre
027 632 0421
graham.mcintyre@mikepero.com
Mike Pero Real Estate Limited

www.mikepero.com

www.mikepero.com/MPRE24242

1027 Coatesville-Riverhead Highway, Riverhead
Enquiries over $750,000 - Viewing by appointment

Wanting a bigger residential site in Riverhead? This property is an elevated rear site of almost 2000 square meters, offering a fully 
useable section with mature plantings, partial fencing and services at the roadside. This is a golden opportunity to build your 
dream home or consider the plans that have been put forward by Build 7 for a 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, double garage home. This 
established site is available with a freehold title which should be available within the next 120 days. Minutes to Riverhead School, 
Kumeu and Westgate shopping areas. We encourage buyers considering an investment over $750,000 to take an interest in this 
house and land package.

0800 500 123



Ph 0800 900 700
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INVESTOR/ HOME BUYER - NEWISH BRICK AND TILE Enquiries over $450,00024 2

Graham McIntyre
027 632 0421
graham.mcintyre@mikepero.com
Mike Pero Real Estate Limited

www.mikepero.com

www.mikepero.com/MPRE24499

20 Jury Place, Favona, Manukau
Enquiries over $450,000 - Viewing by appointment

Set within a quiet cul-de-sac with good fencing and parking this near new brick and tile home with four bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
double garage sits upon 525 square meters offering excellent alfresco living in a safe secure environment. Immaculately 
presented this presents a real opportunity for a buyer wanting a blue chip investment offering a good return. Solid tenant and 
property management in place delivering a regular income and ongoing capital growth. 

0800 500 123
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TO KUMEU OR COATESVILLE LIFESTYLE IS CLOSE Enquiries over $1,150,00013 2

Graham McIntyre
0276320421
graham.mcintyre@mikepero.com
Mike Pero Real Estate Limited

www.mikepero.com

www.mikepero.com

355 Waitakere Road, Taupaki
Enquiries over $1,150,000 - Viewing by appointment

A delightfully refreshing bungalow of excellent character, north facing with extensive alfresco living, in an open plan three bedroom 
home. Excellent storage options and growing options with a 1200 square metre Growing house. The land is over 4 hectares of 
prime land suitable for grazing or growing. We invite buyer enquiry over $1,150,000 for this outstanding lifestyle block.

0800 500 123



Ph 0800 900 700



regular
area columnists
on the move-kumeu hire
After nearly a decade in the big yellow 
building on Main Road Kumeu. Party 
Hire has relocated to bigger and better 
premises at 4b Loft Place in the Kumeu 
Business Park. The new showroom is 
almost twice the size and boasts more 
stock than ever before, including a can-
dy floss machine, a new portable bar 
and learners and white folding chairs to 
name a few.  Kumeu Hire Limited (the 
machinery and equipment hire side of 
the business ) will be moving to join 
them in December with a purpose-built 
building soon to be erected next door 
on the vacant corner lot. Moving to loft 
place comes with plenty of benefits, in-
cluding ample off street parking. Phone 
09 412 2071.

legal matters-trust deeds
Trust deeds may need amendment after 
a time if they no longer fit your family 
structure. For instance, you may intend 
your grandchildren to benefit but not 
in-laws.  However, a beneficiary may live 
happily without the slightest idea that 
they could have right to benefit from 
a trust. It is when they do find out that 
things could become problematic . This 
is also a current movement in the law 
which suggests that a potential benefi-
ciary should be told that they may have 
rights to a trust fund. Most trust deeds 
contain words which give the maker of 
the trust power to amend the trust deed 
to include or exclude beneficiaries  - as 
the case may be. Luke Kemp LLB, BCOM, 
DIP. HORT Phone 09 412 6000.

the web - link content
So far we have chosen our key phrase for 
our page, tuned our ‘Meta Title’, ‘Meta De-
scription’ and main heading on the page, 
and now we should ‘sprinkle’ our keyword or 
key phrase through our content text and im-
ages. This will now ensure our on-page fac-
tors are tuned as best as possible to our key 
phrase and we can focus now on our content 
and incoming links from other websites. All 
of the on-page factors make up about 30% 
of the search engine results position and the 
trustworthiness of the website makes up the 
rest. Google rates your website on trust, and 
a vote of trust to your website in the form 
of an inbound link is what is monitored and 
your search engine position adjusted up-
wards. Your content needs to be unique and 
worth linking to from another website and 
this is very important. Writing unique and 
interesting content that other websites will 
link to is one of the goals and it is not just 
about the quantity of inbound links to your 
website but the value or trustworthiness of 
that link, ie more about quality than quanti-
ty. It is a good idea on your website, whatev-
er your business is, is to write an article peri-
odically or start a blog that has unique and 
interesting content that is potentially worth 
linking to. In your business you are the sub-
ject matter expert and certainly there must 
be something you can write about that an 
audience would read on a regular basis and 
link to. David Partis. www.designhand.co.nz.
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Greg Murphy
V8 SuperTourers

V8 SuperCars 

WIN A V8 HOLDEN 
COMMODORE!

Just call us for a FREE no obligation appraisal 
of your home & you’re in with a chance.

Model:  
Holden Commodore  

SS V8 RRP $61,490

www.winav8.co.nz

Graham McIntyre
027 632 0421
graham.mcintyre@
mikepero.com

Darren Ryder
021 307 014
darren.ryder@
mikepero.com

Warren Marshall
021 222 4255
warren.marshall@
mikepero.com

Aaron Lawler
021 164 3031
aaron.lawler@
mikepero.com
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Sarah Beazley, BSc MAud        55 Waimauku Station Road 
Audiologist MNZAS                             Waimauku 
                             P. 09 835 3332 (bookings essential) 
                             E. s.beazley@bloomhearing.co.nz 

Hearing Tests                      Hearing Aids                 Hearing Advice 

“express terms” in contracts
Danswan Law Limited is an Auckland based law firm located in Kumeu 
specialising in a range of practice areas, including litigation and dis-
pute resolution; construction law; leaky buildings; real estate disputes, 
insurance, debt recovery and insolvency.  Each month, we will be writ-
ing a short article on recent cases or issues relating to these practice 
areas which we trust readers of the Kumeu Courier will find interest-
ing, informative and useful.  For more information about Danswan Law 
Limited, visit us at www.danswan.co.nz. In our first article, we briefly 
consider a recent High Court decision involving the cancellation of a 
building contract (Van Der Wal Builders & Contractors Limited v Han-
ham [2013] NZHC 2284).  The builder (Van Der Wal Builders & Contrac-
tors Limited (“WBC”)) had entered into a written contract on a “charge 
up” basis with Mr and Mrs Hanham (“Hanhams”) to carry out building 
work on the Hanhams’ property.  The contract entered into was a stan-
dard form published by the Registered Master Builders Federation of 
New Zealand Inc.  After the building works had started however, the 
Council required various works to be carried out to bring the existing 
house structure into compliance with the Building Code.  The parties 
were not aware of the Council requirements (or the extent of them), 
when entering into the contract.  The result of the Council’s require-
ments was a significant increase in the amount (and cost) of the build-
ing work needing to be done.  The Hanhams decided they could not 
afford to continue with the building works and attempted to cancel 
the contract.  In the District Court, WBC argued that the Hanhams did 
not have the right to cancel the contract in these circumstances.  The 
District Court, however, held that the Hanhams were entitled to cancel 
on the basis of an implied term in the contract (as oppose to an express 
term in the contract).  WBC successfully appealed that finding, with the 
High Court concluding that it was not appropriate to imply a term into 
the contract that would entitle the Hanhams to cancel the contract.  
The matter was remitted to the District Court for further proceedings. 
This decision is a good read in that it provides a useful discussion on 
when the Court is prepared to imply terms into a contract (in this in-
stance, a building contract).  As this case illustrates, seeking to imply 
terms into contracts beyond the expressly agreed terms, is not always 
an easy hurdle to overcome and can raise interesting legal issues.  Ac-
cordingly, in assessing what rights and obligations a party has under a 
contract, it is essential to first review and clearly understand the express 
terms of the contract itself.  This is particularly true when considering 
cancelling a contract. Phone Chad on 09 412 7348 or 021 167 6622.



kumeu-huapai ratepayers
The Unitary Plan was released on the 
30th September by the Auckland Coun-
cil, and in our area the Council hasn’t re-
zoned, any land for Residential Devel-
opment leaving it all as ‘Future Urban’. 
On the 9th October Nick Smith, Minister 
of Housing, announced a 65 hectare site 
south of the Railway in Huapai as a ‘Spe-
cial Housing Area’.  Clearly the Auckland
Unitary Plan didn’t satisfy or address 
the housing demand for Auckland, 
hence the Government intervention! 
The lack of consultation by Council with 
the local community over this issue, has 
created great concern amongst the lo-
cals The density proposed at 325m2 
average over the 65 hectares means 
the buildings will be 3 stories and much 
smaller than any other development 
in Huapai or Kumeu that currently ex-
ists. Given the short time frame of 6 
months for processing the application, 
the communities involvement needs 
to be concentrated and effective.  
Some of the landowners in the area 
weren’t consulted, that is unacceptable. 
The down side of the housing 

announcement is that the infrastruc-
ture in the District is not up to match-
ing the development. Huapai School is 
at capacity, there is no provision for a 
Secondary School and future Reserves 
for the community are not in the Uni-
tary Plan. The lack of a credible traf-
fic plan, and a by-pass road in place 
will make accommodating a further 
2000 houses in Huapai very difficult 
at present. The issue will come down 
to whether the development, when 
approved, will provide the compli-
mentary infrastructure to offset what 
is lacking in the District. With the in-
adequate infrastructure being pro-
vided by Rodney District Council and 
the Auckland Council, over the years, 
the new announcement will bring 
the issue to the surface for resolution. 
The various development groups in 
the community along with the busi-
ness district will have to be focused on 
what is important, otherwise the new 
development will swamp the district’s 
ability to cope. Turning to the elec-
tion, yes, a few changes in the Rodney 
Board, but with the Chairman gone, 
there will have to be a rejig of the Board. 
What is clear is that the Board will have 

to be more involved than before if the 
communities voice is to be heard. The 
Pioneer Lane Cleanfill application is still 
on hold because the applicant hasn’t 
paid their hearing fees!  Meanwhile 
the other smaller Cleanfill sites are still 
generating problems for locals with 
substandard fills, controls on operation 
and road damage. Clearly showing the 
major Pioneer Lane cleanfill has some 
issues to address if approved. Don’t 
leave the inspection of the Unitary Plan 
document to the last minute, February 
will arrive sooner than we plan on.
Remember ‘feedback’ comments to the 
Draft Plan do not transfer as submission 
to the plan. A new submission has to be 
done to the advertised plan.Pete Sinton 
Chairman - Kumeu-Huapai Residents & 
Ratepayers Association email petesin-
ton@townplanner.co.nz,  Phone 09 412 
2016
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Touch and feel - Natures Explorers 
At Nature's Explorers Kindergarten, we believe we are a centre that feels 
like a home away from home, with a wonderful variety of natural resources for children 
to learn and develop from in a lovely natural environment.Our ratios are small and we cater for children from 2 - 5 years old.If 
you would like to learn more about us please review our latest E.R.O report or contact us on: Phone: 09 412-8800 
Email: office.kindergarten@xtra.co.nz We are located:  1 Maude Street, Riverhead. 

Learn the art of lifting 

 

We see a lot of unnecessary back strains and sprains here at Kumeu Chiropractic. With just a little preparation and planning you can save yourself some 
grief. For healthy lifting, lift with your legs, keep the load close to your body and get help. 
Here are some basic steps required for proper lifting. 
 1. Size up the situation. 
 2. Keep it close. 
 3. Spread your feet shoulder-width apart for better balance. 
 4. Bend at the knees. 
 5. Tighten up your abs and use your stomach muscles. 
 6. Make your legs do the work. 
 7. Give yourself a rest and take regular breaks.  
 8. If it looks too heavy, it probably is. Don’t be tempted. 
 Master the art of proper lifting and you will be doing your back a huge favour. However, as with any activity, if you strain your back or feel pain, call us at 
Kumeu Chiropractic right away to schedule an appointment for a thorough Chiropractic examination and necessary care. Waiting usually lengthens the 
healing process and rarely makes a painful situation better. Call us now on (09) 4125536 for an appointment. 

Truck Retreads Great service and  

Mens grey hair is god’s graffitti 
Contrary to pop-culture stereotypes, men do and should care about their hair. And why not? After all, people spend far 
more time looking at your head than the other parts of your body, which means your hairstyle sends a subtle (or not so 
subtle) message to the world about your personality. In fact, men's hairstyles are so strongly symbolic that no self-
respecting cultural revolution is ever complete without a trademark 'do -- just think, where would the Beatles have been 
without the mop-top, or punk rockers without the Mohawk? Aside from shaping others' perceptions of you, men's hairstyles 
are also a relatively inexpensive way to switch up your look and grab some attention. Changing your hairstyle enables you 
to upgrade your appearance for a fraction of what it would cost to revamp your wardrobe, and there's nothing like a fresh 
hairstyle to help you feel like a new man.So, whether you're ready to start a one-man style revolution or you just want to 
stay current, check here for everything you ever wanted to know about your hair and how to style it at Zash Hair. We keep on top of what's hot in hair so 
you’ll always know all about the hairstyles and how to make them work for you.You can trust us to provide answers and solutions to embarrassing hair-
related questions, as well as problems you don't want to discuss with anyone else, including hair loss, dandruff, hairstyles gone wrong, and more.Call or 
txt Carla at  Zash Hair now 021814663 

more awards for the riverhead

 
Paula and Stephen Pepperell, owners and operators of  The 
Riverhead are thrilled at being announced winners at the 
ATEED’s West Auckland Business Awards. Picking up two 
awards; ‘Excellence in Strategy & Planning’ and ‘Best Emerg-
ing Business’, one of only two business to achieve multiple 
awards. All credit goes to the large Riverhead team who are 
continuing to strive toward excellence and the goal of mak-
ing The Riverhead, New Zealand’s most unique hospitality 
experience. For information viewwww.theriverhead.co.nz

SUMMER AND YOUR EYES
Summer’s nearly here. Before you get outside and tackle 
those projects, remember to protect your eyes with the 1-2-
3 of eye safety:UV protection – ideally, wear sunglasses that 
wrap around the face or have a side-shield or wide temples 
to stop side UV. Add a hat to prevent light coming in over the 
top.Protection from flying objects/liquids – safety glasses are 
best, with either side-shields or wrap-styling for complete 
protection. (For Eyes can make them in your prescription). 
Finally: WEAR YOUR EYE PROTECTION - it won’t save your 
eyes sitting in the tool box.For Eyes have safety-standard 
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  Mad Millie’s cider kit’s a hit 
Apple cider has been around for centuries and was an important industry back in 
the day. Nowadays, it's widely available year-round in supermarkets, but did you 
know it's also pretty easy to make yourself? The Mad Millie Cider Kit contains eve-
rything you need to make 12 x 750ml bottles of your own refreshingly crisp apple 
cider at home. It includes natural fruit juice concentrate made from the very best 
fruit in millie's garden. It’s all packed to retain the delicate flavors and aromas and 
ensure your cider is full of zest.  The Kit Contains: a 9 Litre Cider Ingredient Kit 
(fruit concentrate, sweetener, flavor and yeast), hydrometer, 12 Litre fermenter with 
thermometer, bottle brush, carbonation drops, syphon with tubing, mixing spoon, 
sterilizers and cleaners, 12 750ml flip top glass bottles with labels, instruction man-
ual. $139.90. Available at Mix n Match. Unit 14, 5-19 Factory Road, Waimauku. Phone 09 411-9586. 5 simple steps to create 
the perfect cider. You can do it, too. 

   Waitakere Supere�e Township 
Open 7 days 

We offer a variety of groceries,  
basic Post Shop services 

and LOTO  
Township Road, Waitakere 

Opposite Waitakere Train Sta�on 

  Life is like a pot of tea, it’s all in how you make i

There’s an adult learning boom for the older sector of the Kaipara community that has led to the formation of the South 
Kaipara U3A.  U3As provide learning activities for older people but unlike tertiary establishments, they can’t award   
academic qualifications.  However, they are open to people over the age of fifty who want to continue learning and the 
South Kaipara U3A is the twenty-third U3A to be formed in Auckland.  It follows hot on the heels of the recently estab-
lished urban based Hobsonville/Massey U3A.  Because the South Kaipara U3A encompasses rural districts, meetings 
will be held at village centres including South Head, Helensville, Waimauku, Muriwai, Huapai Kumeu, Riverhead and 
Herald Island.  A foundation establishment committee has been formed and two inaugural speakers have been arranged 
for the first lecture.  These first lectures will be presented on Friday September 6th at the Waimauku Hall beginning at 
1.00 p.m.  Dr Jens J. Hansen, Director of the Woodhill Park Research Retreat will speak on gerontology education and 
its place in rural education.  AUT senior lecturer in psychotherapy, Warwick Pudney will also speak.  A well known    
author, Mr Pudney has worked for twenty five years with men, boys and couples and was awarded a QSO for his ser-
vices.  As well as hosting guest speakers, U3As also establish informal study groups.  West Auckland U3A regularly 
attracts 150 - 200 members and has a wide range of study groups; the Hobsonville U3A already has seven study groups 
focusing on subjects as diverse as Wine Appreciation, Current Affairs, Travel and Navigation.  Costs are minimal.  The 
annual membership for the South Kaipara U3A is $25.00 for an individual or $40.00 for a couple (a gold coin is also 
levied at meetings).  For further information contact either Dr Jens Hansen (411 7703) or Rosemary Powell 09 412 6255 
or Kay Hamilton 09 412 8167. 

  U3A formed for South Kaipara 

Dr Jens Hansen 
Phone 09 411 

Harney Fine Teas carry a range of contemporary, high quality ceramic and glass teapots in several colours, the problem 
will be which one to choose. Kumeu locals can enjoy special pricing by calling in to the outlet store- filled with over 100 
different exquisitely packaged loose leaf teas and accessories.  A great place to stop for gifts!  Weekdays 9-4pm Unit 1, 
10 Loft Place, Kumeu. harneyteas.co.nz Mention Kumeu Courier and received a free gift (while stocks last). 
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  Mad Millie’s cider kit’s a hit 
Apple cider has been around for centuries and was an important industry back in 
the day. Nowadays, it's widely available year-round in supermarkets, but did you 
know it's also pretty easy to make yourself? The Mad Millie Cider Kit contains eve-
rything you need to make 12 x 750ml bottles of your own refreshingly crisp apple 
cider at home. It includes natural fruit juice concentrate made from the very best 
fruit in millie's garden. It’s all packed to retain the delicate flavors and aromas and 
ensure your cider is full of zest.  The Kit Contains: a 9 Litre Cider Ingredient Kit 
(fruit concentrate, sweetener, flavor and yeast), hydrometer, 12 Litre fermenter with 
thermometer, bottle brush, carbonation drops, syphon with tubing, mixing spoon, 
sterilizers and cleaners, 12 750ml flip top glass bottles with labels, instruction man-
ual. $139.90. Available at Mix n Match. Unit 14, 5-19 Factory Road, Waimauku. Phone 09 411-9586. 5 simple steps to create 
the perfect cider. You can do it, too. 

   Waitakere Supere�e Township 
Open 7 days 

We offer a variety of groceries,  
basic Post Shop services 

and LOTO  
Township Road, Waitakere 

Opposite Waitakere Train Sta�on 

  Life is like a pot of tea, it’s all in how you make i

There’s an adult learning boom for the older sector of the Kaipara community that has led to the formation of the South 
Kaipara U3A.  U3As provide learning activities for older people but unlike tertiary establishments, they can’t award   
academic qualifications.  However, they are open to people over the age of fifty who want to continue learning and the 
South Kaipara U3A is the twenty-third U3A to be formed in Auckland.  It follows hot on the heels of the recently estab-
lished urban based Hobsonville/Massey U3A.  Because the South Kaipara U3A encompasses rural districts, meetings 
will be held at village centres including South Head, Helensville, Waimauku, Muriwai, Huapai Kumeu, Riverhead and 
Herald Island.  A foundation establishment committee has been formed and two inaugural speakers have been arranged 
for the first lecture.  These first lectures will be presented on Friday September 6th at the Waimauku Hall beginning at 
1.00 p.m.  Dr Jens J. Hansen, Director of the Woodhill Park Research Retreat will speak on gerontology education and 
its place in rural education.  AUT senior lecturer in psychotherapy, Warwick Pudney will also speak.  A well known    
author, Mr Pudney has worked for twenty five years with men, boys and couples and was awarded a QSO for his ser-
vices.  As well as hosting guest speakers, U3As also establish informal study groups.  West Auckland U3A regularly 
attracts 150 - 200 members and has a wide range of study groups; the Hobsonville U3A already has seven study groups 
focusing on subjects as diverse as Wine Appreciation, Current Affairs, Travel and Navigation.  Costs are minimal.  The 
annual membership for the South Kaipara U3A is $25.00 for an individual or $40.00 for a couple (a gold coin is also 
levied at meetings).  For further information contact either Dr Jens Hansen (411 7703) or Rosemary Powell 09 412 6255 
or Kay Hamilton 09 412 8167. 
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  The web unspun (SEO concepts part II) 
‘On Page Factors’ are things that you can quite easily change yourself if you have access to the content of the website. If your 
website has a content management system such as WordPress, you can easy change your page ‘Title’, ‘Description’ and 
‘Keywords’ for each page and tune them for your target keywords you have chosen for that page. There are other areas you 
can edit but we will cover these next month. The page settings below are for a home page of a local business and have     
keywords that relate to the industry the business is in, the location and a sentence ‘Description’ that outlines clearly what the 
business is all about. When you tweak these, it takes about a week for Google to reindex your particular page and change the 
result in the SERP (Search Engine Results Page). 
 IMAGE 1      IMAGE 2 

 
 
 
 

The second image below is what the result looks like in Google. These settings have a relative bearing on the position you are 
in the SERP and there are many other factors that we will cover but these are pretty much the base line editable requirements 
to appear in a Search Engine these days. For more information visit www.designhand.co.nz  

Phone David 
0800 932 872 

  Book your Chrsitmas function at Soljans Estate 
Christmas is coming. Fast. So, it’s time to start thinking how you are going to show your appreciation to your staff for 
all their hard work in 2013.With exclusive use of the venue for dinner; a private function room for lunch; exquisitely 
crafted, award-winning wines and a great menu selection to choose from, Soljans Estate Winery & Café is the solu-
tion. Enhance your vineyard experience with a wine tasting, winery tour, pétanque and/or croquet. Soljans Estate has 
a dedicated Functions Coordinator on site to take the stress out of planning your end of year ‘do’. Some key dates 
are still available, but they’re filling up quickly. Get online and visit  www.soljans.co.nz to view the new Christmas 
menus, by Head Chef Paul Reid, then call 412 2824 to discuss your group’s requirements with Kylie Bradley today. 

          Mates Rates!!! 
For month of  September  

and October 
 

Get a Full Organic Colour & Cut 
With Monique 
For only $80! 

Foils & Blow dry extra 
Phone Now 
4127199 

 
info@wellintouch.co.nz 
www.wellintouch.co.nz 

Booking must be made by 30th  
September 2013 

 

sunglasses that tick all 3 of the above: UV and physical protec-
tion, in fashionable wrap styles you’ll wear with pride, for only 
$60 per pair. Wear glasses? We have sunglasses made to wear 
over them. And we have 50% off selected sunglass brands all 
November. For more information phone 09 412 8172

great variety & value at freshchoice

FreshChoice Waimauku boasts an extensive range of groceries 
including a full selection of Homebrand, Select and Signature 
Range products.  If you have special dietary requirements, 
choose from the great range of gluten free and organics.   
Check out the wide selection of international products avail-
able in store too.  If you need assistance, speak to Vipan, Hiten 
or one of the other team members at FreshChoice Waimauku 
who would be more than happy to help. You will also find the 
service deli at FreshChoice Waimauku stocks a variety of prod-
ucts including readymade salads, fine quality cheeses and 
sliced cold meat cuts.  They also offer a unique range of home 
style heat and eat cuisine.  The hot chickens are also a conve-
nient option too.  Or try the delectable homemade fruit crum-
ble and cheesecakes.  If you have a party to cater for, speak 
to one of the friendly team members, Wicky or Jeanette, who 
can help you with your order. For those looking for the per-
fect gift this Christmas, head into FreshChoice Waimauku for 
FreshChoice gift vouchers.  They are available in $5, $20 and 
$50 denominations and can be used on anything in store. For 
more information contact Hiten on 09 411 7890

$75 plus gst for this space

For one low monthly cost, you too can enjoy continued 
exposure to our 10,000 publication readers and 3300 email 
readers per month. Contact Sarah on 021 250 7324 or email 

to sarahcartwright022@gmail.com



· HEAT PUMPS & AIR CONDITIONING 
· DUCTED & HOME VENTILATION SYSTEMS 
· SERVICING & REPAIR 
· FREE ASSESSMENT & NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
BRENDAN CLARKSON, MANAGING DIRECTOR 

Office 09 912 0553, 1296 Coastesville-Riverhead Highway, Kumeu, ad-
min@clarksonaircon.co.nz, www.clarksonaircon.co.nz 

New business district goes to the vote 
V O L U M E  9  :  I S S U E  3  P A G E  2 7  

Phelan Pirrie is a well-known Kumeu business owner and volunteer fire fighter, but when he talks about his business area, 
he’s talking about a much larger picture. He’s has been working for three years to realise his vision of creating a Business 
Improvement District, or B.I.D stretching from Kumeu to Helensville and including Riverhead and Kaukapakapa. Phelan sees 
the B.I.D creation as the best chance for the area to market its assets to the rest of New Zealand and to the world. If it is suc-
cessful the project would see businesses within the district paying an annual levy that could then be used to market and pro-
mote the area and to lobby for beautification and infrastructure, like public transport. The B.I.D will only go ahead if the busi-
ness owners want it however, and they will all get to vote on it in a ballot that will be held before March 2014.Phelan has been working closely with 
Helensville’s Matt Hampton on the project and they realised the first step in the formal process this month, by amalgamating Kumeu Coast and Country 
and Helensville Business Associations, creating the North West District Business Association. This new Association would administer the B.I.D once 
established.Phelan says local business people need to generate interest in the district to attract visitors to the incredible range of leisure activities,     
restaurants and wineries the extended area has to offer.“If people visit the district for the food and wine, it helps the smaller businesses as well,” he 
says. “If people visit, some will stay and decide to live here and even open businesses of 
their own. Someone who builds a house needs to buy concrete and contract builders and 
if someone’s small business is doing well, they will use a local printer for example, and it’s 
a flow on effect. ”Phelan says the area needs a unified approach to marketing what we 
have on offer. “Not just the food and wine,” he says “but the beaches, historic Helensville, 
the   Parakai hot pools and all the things that make it interesting. We need to create a 
buzz. Matakana has its pottery and market – we have all that and more, we’re just not 
successfully promoting it.”  Phelan says there are one million people visiting the Muriwai 
gannet colony each year and they are all using State Highway 16. “We just need them to 
slow down on the way.” For more information you can attend a ticketed event featuring 
the Rt Hon John Key Prime Minister as guest speaker, at Soljans Estate Winery on Sep-
tember 11th 5:30pm – 7:30pm. Tickets are $25.00 and available online at 
www.northwestbusiness.co.nz, or from the Kumeu or Helensville Visitors Centres.  

jojo’s - a little bit different
At Jojo’s Childcare we have spent the last 12 months trying to 
do things that are a little bit different or a little bit extra for our 
community of learners and their families. We are really pleased 
that our efforts are being received in such a positive way. With 
our nursery and toddler rooms nearly at capacity and our 3 x 6 
hour days free for 3 -5 year olds, our preschool environment is a 
thriving learning space. It is clear to see that we are on the right 
track. If you are looking for an environment for your child that 
recognises the importance 
of learning through nurture, 
play and exploration or you 
think that your family has an 
idea about something a little 
different that we could provide
 for all our families come in, 
meet the team and see for 
yourself what Jojo’s Childcare 
is all about.Phone us on 
(09) 412 5325, find us 
online www.jojos.childcare.co.nz 
or on facebook http://www.fa
cebook.com/JojosChildcareLtd  

local board member - phelan pirrie

I would to thank everyone in the community who supported me 
during the campaign. I feel privileged to be elected to represent 
the community on our Local Board and I will be doing every-
thing to ensure our community is represented at Council. The 
new Rodney Board will be inaugurated on the 4th of November 
and from then I will officially become the district’s newest Lo-
cal Board member. Based on feedback from the community I’ll 
be working on the following in the first 90 days of my term (in 
no particular order; 1) The ‘Clean Fill’ issues around Kumeu and 
Taupaki. 2) Assistance for the entrance way for Kaukapakapa.
3) How the $5.5million in development levies from Riverhead 
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Reserve bank’s change drops one cylinder 
I offer the following initial observations in response to yesterday’s Reserve Bank’s announcement that from 1 October banks 
will be subject to restrictions on high loan-to-value ratio (LVR) housing mortgage loans. Firstly, the announcement highlights 
the important role of mortgage brokers who can source alternative options beyond the registered banks. I believe the chang-
es are an innovative way of slowing the low equity market down with the emphasis on the banks to choose the most deserv-
ing customers, if they are limited to the number of loans they can offer above 80%.While it is up to individual banks how and 
to whom they allocate the available credit within the LVR limit, I would anticipate that priority will be given to first-home buy-
ers over those buying investment properties. If there are special circumstances for loans at 90% or even 95% the banks can 
do them. However, bank boards will obviously take a cautious view of those restrictions, because the implications of breach-
ing a condition of registration would be a serious issue and one they would be wanting to ensure didn’t happen. 
In my opinion, there will be a slight reduction in market pace but maybe not as severe as we thought in the worst case sce-
nario. Its a bit like killing one cylinder on a V8 race car – it will still have some pace but won't be as fast as all eight cylinders. 
For further comment please don’t hesitate to contact me Mike Pero, Chairperson, Mike Pero Mortgages, Phone 0800500123 

 
We have a specialist property team ready to assist you with the sale and/or pur-

chase of your property. Whether it’s your family home or an investment  property we 
can help.  We can also help with setting up a trust or reviewing  

your wills.  Contact us today for fast, friendly and professional service. 
 

293 Lincoln Road 
PO Box 104-065, Lincoln North 

Waitakere 0614 
Telephone 09 836 0939 

Fax: 09 837 2500 
Email: partners@smithpartners.co.nz 

Website: www.smithpartners.co.nz 

I am passionate about Osteopathy 
My name is Gillian Wiltshire and I qualified as an Osteopath in London and emigrated to New Zealand in 
1984. Since then I have run a home-based practice in West Auckland whilst raising a family - the last 4 
years at 36 Sunny Crescent, Huapai. I am passionate about Osteopathy which is a form of manual therapy 
that focuses on improving the structure and function of the body as a whole. Treatment is specific to the 
patients individual needs. I use a range of techniques - from more physical manipulations to very gentle 
stretching and cranial osteopathy. The most common problems I see are headaches, neck, back and joint 
pain. The usual causes are accidents, sports injuries, arthritis, pregnancy and occupational overuse. I also 
help a number of dance students with posture and dance-related issues. I am ACC Registered. For an 
appointment please phone: 094125977 or  0212330413. Email: gill.wiltshire@gmail.com  
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will be allocated to local infrastructure. 4) A successful bal-
lot on the BID being promoted by the North West District 
Business Association. 5)The Oaia Road footpath in Muriwai.
6) Ensuring satisfactory consultation and infrastructure 
around proposed ‘Huapai Triangle Housing Area’. All of these 
projects will require representation from the community on 
what you want done, I cannot promise what the outcome 
will be, but you can be assured that I’ll be pushing hard to 
ensure a positive result for the community. I’m working on 
plans to ensure I’m accessible which I will publicise next 
month. I can be contacted on 021 837 167,  phelan.pirrie@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz or http://www.facebook.com/pir-
riephelan

manicures, pedicures, nail art

With the silly season just around the corner, make sure you 
take time for yourself and get your hands and feet look-
ing their best! Local home based nail salon specialising in 
acrylic, gel and natural nail services, including manicures, 
pedicures and nail art.  We also stock a good variety of soak 
off gel polish - the latest in nail technology. Applied like 
traditional polish, but cured under an LED Lamp, instantly 
drying to a high shine, staying flawless for up to 3 weeks.  
Book in for November and receive your gel polish for only 
$30, conditions apply, see facebook.com/thepolishroom.  
Receive a complimentary organic hand treatment with 
every gel polish manicure. All bookings before December 
19 go into the draw to win a bottle of bubbles drawn 20th 
December 2013.The Polish Room, 206 Waitakere Rd, Larissa  
Phone 027 407 2264



P A G E  3 0  Electrical safety - call Sparkn 
Homeowners should be aware that Government rules have changed regarding safety certificates. An 
electrician has always needed to provide these for new installations, work deemed to be of risk or addi-
tions to an installation. This has now extended to all work, including low risk maintenance and repairs. 
As a homeowner, these certificates are becoming increasingly important when selling the home or when 
dealing with insurance companies. Always make sure the electrician you are employing is registered and 
ask to see their registration card. If a certificate is not offered, then ask for one and file it safely. A regis-
tered electrician is not only correctly trained, but their work is regularly reviewed. Feel free to contact me 
with any electrical questions, in the knowledge that I am fully registered, local and hold a site safe certification as well.  
Tony 21 772 756 

Lions book fair - Saturday 21 September 

 
Luke Kemp  
LLB, BCOM, DIP. 
HORT 
 
 
 
Kumeu, Auckland 
P O Box 600 Kumeu 
Auckland 0841 
 
Telephone 412 6000 
Facsimile 412 6016 
Email luke@kempsolicitors.co.nz 

 
Huapai-Kumeu Lions are gearing up for another Book Fair at the Kumeu Community Centre in September. Donations of 
surplus books are welcome and people may leave them at one of the drop-off places – Kiwispan NZ  329 Main Road 
Huapai or Sunnyview Orchards or Huapai Hardware at Waimauku. Past Book Fairs have been very successful in raising 
funds for community projects and the range and quality of the books offered has resulted in many satisfied customers,  
especially as most books are sold for $1 or $2. Lions club members are being assisted at this Book Fair by members of the 
Riverhead Scout Group who are raising money for a Jamboree.  In particular the scouts are wanting extra equipment to 
provide for the large contingent planning to attend the scouting event. The Book Fair runs from 9am to 3pm on Saturday 21 
September and coincides with the Garden Show at the show grounds which will make for a festive occasion in Access 
Road. 
In addition we are holding a fund raising Fashion Show night on the 1st. of October. This will be a great night. The enter-
tainment will be provided by a Kaipara Collage group, I have wonderful support  from the community ,donating lovely gift 
pack's for the raffle. It is wonderful to see that people do care and want to help those less fortunate. So come along every-
one and you make go home with one of our great prize's  Contact Raelene by email malart@orcon.net.nz 

P A G E  2 8  Top Indian Snapper head curry  
Ingredients: 
• 1 Medium to large sized head of fish, cleaned  
• 3-4 tbsp Malaysian fish curry powder  
• 1-1/2 to 2 Cups of brinjals cut into 1-1/2 inch pieces or small whole 
okra  
• 2 tbsp Ghee or vegetable oil  
• 1 to 1-1/2tbsp Chili powder  
• 5-6 Garlic, minced  
• 5-6 Curry leaves  
• 2 Medium fresh tomatoes cut into wedges  

• 1 tsp Fenugreek seeds  
• 2 Fresh red or green chili peppers, whole  
• 1 tbsp Tamarind pulp  
• 1/2 Cup coconut milk  
• 1 tsp Sugar  
• 2 tsp Coriander seeds  
• 1-1/2 tsp Cumin seeds  
• 8-10 Dried red serrano chilies, reconstituted in hot water  
• Salt and pepper to taste  
• 4 Cups water  

 Rub salt all over the fish head, leave it for about 15 minutes, and then rinse salt off.  
 If using dried red chilies first remove the stems, most seeds and reconstitute in warm water, drain well.  
 Grind the softened dried chilies, cumin seeds and coriander.  
 Take a small bowl, combine fish curry powder and chili powder, add a few tbsp of water and make a thick paste.  
 Take a pot and heat ghee or vegetable oil in it.  
 Add garlic, fenugreek and curry leaves.and sauté for about 1 minute 
 Add curry paste and chili paste, decrease the flame to low, stir-fry till quite toasted and oil starts to ooze from paste.  
 Mix tamarind paste around in 4 cups water.  
 Strain, remove the seeds and fibers.  
 Combine the tamarind water with it and bring to boil 
 Add coconut milk, fresh tomatoes, brinjals or okra, fresh red or green chili peppers, sugar and season with salt and pepper, stir well  
 When it comes to a slow boil, add the fish head, cover and simmer it gently.  
 When fish head is just cooked, take out promptly from the flame, let stand for about 15 minutes.  
 Serve Fish Head Curry with, roti or steamed rice.  

te henga walkway in need of investment

The Te Henga walkway spans from Bethells Beach to Muriwai 
through Department of Conservation land. The track forms a part 
of the Hillary Trail which connects a network of existing tracks and 
basic backpacker campgrounds in the Waitakere Ranges. It takes 
trampers through the Waitakere Ranges, past the Arataki Visi-
tor Centre, Huia, Whatipu, Karekare, Piha, Anawhata, and either 
winding north to Muriwai via the Te Henga Walkway, or through 
Cascade Kauri Park and onto Swanson. A beautiful but remote 
landscape, the track is overgrown with gorse and flax making ac-
cess difficult. In addition the track suffers from uneven and slip-
pery surfaces with frequent slips and wash-outs. Potentially one 
of the best walking tracks in the north-west area, DOC needs to 
elevate funding for this track and the interconnection to Goldies 
Bush which also suffers from slippery and often dangerous con-
ditions. The track follows coastal cliffs and is rutted and steep in 
sections. It becomes slippery after periods of rain. From Bethells 
Rd the Te Henga Walkway used to cross the Waitakere River by 
footbridge, however flooding has eroded the foundations of this 
bridge which is currently unusable.  On the other side and rising 
along a graded section, you experience superb views of lagoons, 
dunes and the west coast surf down to O’Neill’s Bay, where you 
can return along Bethells Beach. To continue along Te Henga 
Walkway, the track climbs steeply then follows along the cliff-
top where you may see gannets diving for fish. The track exits 
through a farm valley and another steep climb to Constable Rd. 
Care is needed on this track, which traverses coastal cliffs and is 
uneven and muddy in places, but if you are in need of adventure 
and want to see breathtaking views of the wild west coast, take a 
stroll. On your return get a letter to DOC and suggest they invest 
in this and the Hillary Trail. Information go to http://www.doc.
govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/tracks-and-walks/auckland/cen-
tral-and-south-auckland/te-henga-walkway/ 

how do children learn to read
Becoming readers and writers. By the time most children reach 
the age of 4, they have learned a lot about language. For all 
their years, they have watched, listened to, and interacted 
with adults and other children. They have played, explored, 
and made discoveries at home and in child development set-
tings such as good early childhood centres. Our Bigger Bears 
like most children they have naturally developed language 
skills and knowledge. They know print carries meaning by:
1.Turning pages in a storybook to find out what happens next
2.”writing” (scribbling or using invented spelling) to communi-
cate a message. Because children have been learning language 
since birth, most are ready to move to the next step – mastering 



conventional reading and writing. To become effective readers 
and writers children need to: 1. Recognize the written symbols 
letters and words used in reading and writing. 2. Write letters 
and form words by following conventional rules. 3. Use routine 
skills and thinking and reasoning abilities to create meaning 
while reading and writing. The written symbols we use to read 
and write are the 26 upper and lower case letters of the alpha-
bet. The conventional rules governing how to write letters and 
form words include writing letters so they face in the correct 
direction, using upper and lower case versions, spelling words 
correctly, and putting spaces between words. Routine skills re-
fer to the things readers do automatically, without stopping to 
think about what to do. We pause when we see a comma or 
period, recognize high-frequency sight words, and use what we 
already know to understand what we read. One of the critical 
routine skills is phonemic awareness – the ability to associate 
specific sounds with specific letters and letter combinations. 
Research has shown that phonemic awareness is the best pre-
dictor of early reading skills. Phonemes, the smallest units of 
sounds, form syllables, and words are made up of syllables. Chil-
dren who understand that spoken language is made up of dis-
crete sounds – phonemes and syllables – find it easier to learn 
to read. Many children develop phonemic awareness naturally, 
over time. Simple activities such as frequent readings of familiar 
and favorite stories, poems, and rhymes can help children de-
velop phonemic awareness. Other children may need to take 
part in activities designed to build this basic skill. Thinking and 
reasoning abilities help children figure out how to read and 
write unfamiliar words. A child might use the meaning of a pre-
vious word or phrase, look at a familiar prefix or suffix, or recall 
how to pronounce a letter combination that appeared in an-
other word. All of the above mentioned is only a guide and only 
forms part of how a child may develop their reading skills. All 
children will progress along this odyssey at their own pace and 
will generally reach different landmarks when they are “ready”!  
A watchful eye from all involved will help to grow every child 
into a “lifelong learner”. Bigger Bears is a great place, was the 
first specific 4 year old classroom of its kind and is recognised by 
our local schools as being of great benefit. The children love be-
ing there and are ‘so ready’ for school when that big day comes. 
We hope that some of what you have read is helpful to you and 
that you can see that your child is doing just fine!!Please take a 
look at:  www.countrybears.co.nz     www.facebook.com/cbear-
secc  Rita is happy to chat on 09 412 8055, arrange a visit and 
see for yourself.

colour your world with spark’n led’s

Calling all those gadget guys and gals out there. We have 
sourced a great new LED product. These little beauties fit into 
most existing lampholders and change colour at the touch of 
the remote. They will add colour to any room and add an air of 
festivity to the bach, the garden or the boat and change colour. 
Feeling cold? Change the lights to a warm yellow glow, again 
and your room is blue, refreshing and apparently a colour to re-
duce the appetite, change again and you have red for passion. 
All done with the remote control.  Wow your friends at dinner 
parties and give the children a light show. These also come in 
an LED strip light version to brighten up the pantries and under-
neath wall cupboards. The waterproof version can go outside, 
along deck rails, around outside seating or under the surfeit. 
The options are endless. For more information please call Tony 
today on 021772756. Mention the Courier to receive a 10% dis-
count on lamps.



P A G E  3 0  Electrical safety - call Sparkn 
Homeowners should be aware that Government rules have changed regarding safety certificates. An 
electrician has always needed to provide these for new installations, work deemed to be of risk or addi-
tions to an installation. This has now extended to all work, including low risk maintenance and repairs. 
As a homeowner, these certificates are becoming increasingly important when selling the home or when 
dealing with insurance companies. Always make sure the electrician you are employing is registered and 
ask to see their registration card. If a certificate is not offered, then ask for one and file it safely. A regis-
tered electrician is not only correctly trained, but their work is regularly reviewed. Feel free to contact me 
with any electrical questions, in the knowledge that I am fully registered, local and hold a site safe certification as well.  
Tony 21 772 756 
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Huapai-Kumeu Lions are gearing up for another Book Fair at the Kumeu Community Centre in September. Donations of 
surplus books are welcome and people may leave them at one of the drop-off places – Kiwispan NZ  329 Main Road 
Huapai or Sunnyview Orchards or Huapai Hardware at Waimauku. Past Book Fairs have been very successful in raising 
funds for community projects and the range and quality of the books offered has resulted in many satisfied customers,  
especially as most books are sold for $1 or $2. Lions club members are being assisted at this Book Fair by members of the 
Riverhead Scout Group who are raising money for a Jamboree.  In particular the scouts are wanting extra equipment to 
provide for the large contingent planning to attend the scouting event. The Book Fair runs from 9am to 3pm on Saturday 21 
September and coincides with the Garden Show at the show grounds which will make for a festive occasion in Access 
Road. 
In addition we are holding a fund raising Fashion Show night on the 1st. of October. This will be a great night. The enter-
tainment will be provided by a Kaipara Collage group, I have wonderful support  from the community ,donating lovely gift 
pack's for the raffle. It is wonderful to see that people do care and want to help those less fortunate. So come along every-
one and you make go home with one of our great prize's  Contact Raelene by email malart@orcon.net.nz 

too many fatalities and serious injuries
This year to date at Kumeu Fire Rescue the call outs are way over 
200 and so many are motor vehicle accidents. The fatalities are 
not age or gender specific but all had so much life to live. As 
parents and partners there is no greater loss. Despite all the ad-
vertisements and active policing these accidents continue to 
happen. Society cannot always lay the blame solely at the feet 
of those directly involved, we as parents, caregivers and peers 
need to try even harder to exert a greater influence on those 
around us. Just a word here and there may be enough to reduce 
this dreadful toll by one or more. We have all been young and 
carefree, some of us a lot longer ago than others.  We owe it to 
ourselves and today’s young generation, to allow them the joys 
of looking back over those past years. This is not a perfect world, 
nor are we all perfect, but with the use of positive influence, pos-
itive peer pressure could well  lead to, in some small way the 
gift of a life. As Kumeu Fire Volunteers, and our colleagues of St 
John and local Police, we would much prefer to attend a firewise 
presentation at a School, or Kindy. Save a cat from a tree, or even 
the odd horse in a ditch than the tragic events of a Motor Vehicle 
Accident, with fatalities or serious injury. All emergency man-
agement service personnel as paid staff and volunteers contin-
ue to serve their community 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, so 
less drink and less speed, drive to conditions and as the ad states 
there will be a lot less mess. Remember just some wise words as 
parents or peers can help. So lests try and bring this toll down, 
every little helps.

the trouble with raw feeding
A well-planned raw diet can support optimal health in cats and 
dogs. However, if the diet is not appropriate or well-planned, 
raw feeding can actually lead to health problems – some of 
them very serious. Most of the problems are caused or aggra-
vated by improper digestion, which stems from incorrect gas-
tric (stomach) acidity. The stomach of a dog or cat needs to be 
highly acidic in order to properly digest a raw diet. If a cat or 
dog consuming grains (processed pet food) is also fed raw food, 
it will struggle to properly digest the protein and bone, and ill-
health will follow. If you are thinking about raw feeding your pet 
pop in to one of our five Auckland shops for some great advice. 
We can provide a high quality, species-appropriate raw diet and 
optimise gastric acidity so that your pet can properly digest the 
raw food. If the diet is not well-planned and gastric acidity is in-
appropriate you may find your dog is windy and farty and has a 
grumbling tummy. He may have anal gland problems, irregular 
bowels, diarrhoea or constipation. Don’t delay, come in and see 
us at Raw Essentials. Raw Essentials Dr Lyn Thomson – www.raw-
essentials.co.nz.

EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY

kumeu equipment			   helensville
108 Main Road			   41 Mill Road
Ph 09 412 9905			   Ph 09 420 9905
Fax 09 412 9965			   Fax 09 420 9015
Hrs Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm		  Hrs Mon-Fri 7am -5pm
Sat 7.30am to 5pm		  Sat 7.30am to 12pm
Sun 8am -4pm			   Sun Closed
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For all your landscape and Quarry materials  
 Open 7 Days       
 Free Loan Trailers                      

 09 411 9604 
   400M up State Highway 16 from School 

A pamper that’s only 20 minutes away 

Building reports - an overflowing issue 

 
 
Pamper yourself during your stay. Book a therapeutic massage, seaweed body wrap, gift wrapped champagne, 
floral bouquet, gift basket, portable outdoor hot tub, (with rain water & scented flowers for the romantic). POA   
Renew your wedding vows and have a second honey moon right here! Talk to Trude our registered marriage 
celebrant on-site. Bethells Beach Cottages Phone: 0064 9 8109 581 www.bethellsbeach.com 
 
 
 
A few days ago I was informed that a purchaser pulled out of a real estate deal due to a feature that I had reported on in an inspection. The house 
featured the hidden guttering system used extensively from the 80s until the early 2000s in building work throughout New Zealand. Unfortunately 
the purchaser had previously had issues with this style of guttering and chose to pull out of the deal based on advice from a builder. So why was it 
such a big deal to the purchaser?Fascia-style, or hidden, guttering was extremely common for a couple of decades, up until the early 2000s – my 
own house even features it. Although designed for aesthetic purposes, so as to conceal the guttering, it can cause many problems, particularly if 
the house has a lack of sufficient downpipes and overflows. If there are any low points, some of which can be caused by plastic warping over time, 
then excess rainwater from a blockage during rain will start to overflow at these points. If the surrounding soffit (the underside of the eaves) tilts 
even a small amount towards the house, then substantial amounts of water can run into the walls and ceilings. As you well know, this can lead to 
leaks and can encourage rot.The problem with hidden guttering is that, unlike externally mounted guttering 
systems, in the case of an overflow there is no ‘fail-safe’ of water flowing awayfrom the building. This also 
means that owners are usually unaware that there has been any overflow or damage. It doesn’t have to be 
extraordinarily expensive to solve this issue. Most of the time, the installation of extra downpipes or       
overflows is all that’s required to remedy this known fault. If you’re at all worried about a property with    
hidden guttering, I’m happy to inspect it to see what kind of shape it is in.I hope that you’re having a      
fantastic month so far – it’s hard to believe that we’ve already reached August! Next month I’ll talk about 
other internal guttering and what to look out for. If you have any queries about what I’ve talked about this 
month, feel free to contact me. Until next month, take care! Grant Tibbits, Free Phone 0800677398 
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EVENTS AND PARTY HIRE

kumeu party hire		
4b Loft Place		  Ph 09 412 2071			 
Fax 09 412 9965		  Mon-Fri 8.30-5pm	
			   Sat 8.30am-12pm	
			   Sun Closed

accounting made easy with xero
Xero has hit the news lately with its share price reaching nearly to $30. 
Xero now has over 200,000 users which is testament it being a very well 
designed software system.
The automatic bank-feed eliminates key punching data and improves 
accuracy.  With invoices for suppliers and customers created in Xero, 
the system automatically matches bank transactions with unpaid in-
voice providing an updated status for debtors and creditors. GST Re-
turns are produced with a mouse click.
Xero operates over the Internet which means that users can analyse 
data concurrently in the same ledger as their accountant. This saves 
on time and accountancy costs and provides Xero users with monthly 
profit results and superb forecasting capability.
To discuss changing your accounting onto Xero give me a call on 0800 
198 198 to arrange a free demonstration and consultation.
Roger Hadfield CA CTA. 

sevens tournament & trivia night 
Kumeu Rugby Club – Sevens Tournament and Trivia Night
Lots of positive news from Kumeu Rugby Club.  The club sees itself as an 
integral part of the Kumeu area community.  Funding grants have man-
aged to be secured for a substantial deck (20mx6m) which is near com-
pletion.  Plus there have been generous contributions from supporters 
of the club.  This will really enhance the facility for members and venue 
hire. Touch has just started (Thursdays) and Nov 2nd sees the club host 
the North Harbour Club Sevens with the Western Pioneers defending 
their Men’s title.  The club sees this very much as a community event 
and all our welcome - food and beverage facilities on site.For the more 
brain teaser orientated there will be a Trivia Night on Friday, 15th Nov, 
$10 per ticket.  Always a great night with prizes. Summer hasn’t even 
started but planning for next season is in full swing.Key Dates
Sat, Nov 2nd 10am – Harbour 7’s (Mens, U20’s, Womens)
Fri, Nov 15th 6pm Bar open for 7pm start – Trivia Night
Tickets $10 from Bar on Thurs or contact Mark Hall 021527877 
email mark@kiwicomms.co.nz or view www.kumeurugby.co.nz.
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Homeowners should be aware that Government rules have changed regarding safety certificates. An 
electrician has always needed to provide these for new installations, work deemed to be of risk or addi-
tions to an installation. This has now extended to all work, including low risk maintenance and repairs. 
As a homeowner, these certificates are becoming increasingly important when selling the home or when 
dealing with insurance companies. Always make sure the electrician you are employing is registered and 
ask to see their registration card. If a certificate is not offered, then ask for one and file it safely. A regis-
tered electrician is not only correctly trained, but their work is regularly reviewed. Feel free to contact me 
with any electrical questions, in the knowledge that I am fully registered, local and hold a site safe certification as well.  
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