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Featuring: 

•	 3 bedroom & 2 bathroom
•	 Land area 378 sqm & Floor area 190 sqm
•	 1 Study, 2 toilets, 1 ensuite, 1 dining
•	 Fully fenced
•	 2 Garge & 2 Open spaces
•	 Townhouse
•	 Close to school & ferry
•	 Open plan living
•	 Workshop area in garage
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Marina View Zoning 
1/16 Sailfish Drive, West Harbour

Viewing this property is by appointment call Graham on 
0276320421 to book a suitable time/day.

This beautiful home presents huge potential to add 
value over time-whether you’re seeking a solid return on 
investment or a long-term family anchor.

On offer is a well-designed two-level character home .

All within a short stroll to the local primary school and the 
commuter ferry/marina-making daily life as convenient 
as it is enjoyable. 

The Executors have provided comprehensive disclosure 
documents for your confidence:

- Property file 

-LIM report

For more information on this property call: 

Graham McIntyre on 027 632 0421 . Country Living Realty 
Limited T/A Raine and Horne Kumeu - Hobsonville. 
Licensed REAA (2008).

PROPERTY-HUB.NZProperty News PROPERTY-HUB.NZ



Transform your 
kitchen with the 
Kitchen Centre 
Is your kitchen feeling outdated? Lacking storage? 
Or perhaps the layout just isn’t keeping up with your 
busy lifestyle? At The Kitchen Centre we specialise 
in reimagining spaces to create beautifully tailored 
kitchens designed around your individual needs. 

When you visit our showroom, you’ll meet with one of 
our experienced designers who will take the time to 
understand your preferences, lifestyle and vision. From 
the initial consultation through to final installation, our 
team will guide you every step of the way — making the 
entire process smooth and enjoyable.

Since 1989, our kitchens have been custom-made on-
site at our Henderson premises by our own qualified 
cabinetmakers. This local, hands-on approach ensures 
personalised service and exceptional craftsmanship. 

Before installation, you’ll even have the opportunity to 
view your kitchen fully assembled at our factory — giving 
you complete confidence that what you see is exactly 
what you’ll get.

If you’re ready to upgrade your kitchen let The Kitchen 
Centre help you create a space that is both functional 
and stylish. 

Visit our showroom or get in touch with our team today. 

Before and after images below -

Home & Garden
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replace
This well-presented industrial property, located on a 
prominent freehold corner site at Wookey Lane and 
Loft Place, offers excellent street exposure and dual 
access points for operational flexibility. Constructed 
circa 2005/2006, the clear span warehouse features a 
generous stud height of 5.6m to 7.2m, with four motorised 
roller doors leading to a securely fenced yard for easy 
access.

The front office/showroom area is open-plan and 
includes ground-level amenities, while the unconsented 
first-floor offices above are well-fitted with a kitchenette. 
A second amenity block at the rear of the warehouse 
provides the potential for splitting the property into two 
tenancies. 

This versatile industrial property offers an outstanding 
opportunity for owner-occupiers or investors, combining 
functional space with future growth potential.

Property News
The floor area of 843.5m² does not include an 
unconsented first floor office area of 142.10m² currently 
fitted out as very nice offices. 

For more information or to book a viewing, contact our 
West Auckland experts today.

  

Big Range, 
Low Price, 
Local Advice.

Mitre 10 MEGA Westgate & Henderson
Northside Drive & Lincoln Road 

Monday to Sunday 7am to 7pm
Mitre10 MEGA Westgate

Mitre 10 MEGA Henderson

@megawestgate
@mitre10.mega.henderson

SKU: 375274                                                                 SKU: 319083                                                                 SKU: 243537

SKU: 142734                                                                  SKU: 2060032                                                               SKU: 118454

SKU: 181848                                                                 SKU: 188453                                                                  SKU: 388758

Yates
Thrive Naturals Natural Based Vege & 
Herb Fertiliser 1L

Number 8
General Garden Fertiliser 5kg

Tui
Seaweed & Fish Fertiliser 1L

Tui
Garden Mix 40L

Gardeners Edge
Vegetable Mix 40L

Growfresh
Cabbage Little Cutie Pack of 6

Yates
Vegetable Seed Lettuce Salad Mix

Growfresh Pot
Rhubarb 10cm Green

Tui
Vegetable Mix 40 Litre

$3

Autumn Gardening with Mitre 10 
MEGA Westgate & Henderson
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$1625 $1498 $1398

$2198 $1798 $1429

$598 $420



Whenuapai floral and 
Garden Circle 

First Meeting for the New Year 
of 2026 was on 12 February 
and held at the Village Hall 
when 37 persons attended.

Guest speaker was Dave 
Shirley whose great passion 
is the growing and showing 
of dahlias. He and his wife Kay 
exhibit at around eight Shows 
each year with sometimes 
two in the same weekend. 
This was the third time a visit 
to our Club was planned, with 
the other two not working out 
for varied reasons, however 
we were glad he was able 

to make it this time. His enthusiasm was infectious and 
many and varied are the types of dahlias which are native 
to Mexico.

Dahlia is a striking annual plant and generally grown from 
dormant tubers, although available in punnets and pots, 
it is one of the most popular competition flowers among 
growers. Dave detailed how they prepare the flowers for 
transport to the venues for showing, as the judges are 
very critical and examine blooms from every conceivable 
angle, for colour, form and size. Dahlias are generally 
considered easy to grow, especially once established. 
They thrive in well-drained soil and full sun. They can yield 
beautiful blooms from the middle of summer through 
until autumn. They do, however, require some care, 
including staking, disbudding, and digging up tubers 
each autumn. Overall, with the right conditions and care, 
most gardeners find growing dahlias to be a rewarding 
experience. 

Dynamic lifter, an organic slow-release fertiliser made 
from composted poultry manure, is designed to improve 
soil health and provide essential nutrients for plant 
growth. It releases those nutrients slowly, improves 
the structure and moisture retention of the soil and 
encourages earthworms and beneficial soil micro-
organisms. Lime is also recommended and Novatec 
Fertiliser, which provides a sustained release of easy to 
absorb nitrogen, for your plants for about four months.

Forthcoming events were discussed, birthdays 
acknowledged, blooms judged and competition results 
from last year announced and prizes given, raffles drawn 
and afternoon tea enjoyed. If you would like to know 
more about our Club, and wish to join us please phone 
Judy Garrity on 8335592. Meetings are held at 1 p.m. at 
41 Waimarie Road, Whenuapai Village, on the second 
Thursday of the month with trips usually on the fourth 
Thursday. Entry fee is $4 with another dollar per raffle 
ticket. Until next time, happy gardening from Mary Anne 
Clark
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Waimauku garden club
This Thursday we travel north to Omaio Gardens, a large 
coastal property on the Takatu peninsula created by 
Liz Morrow and now named a Garden of International 
Significance by the NZ Garden Trust.   Set amongst 
native bush with old trees there are flourishing clivia,  
hydrangeas and ferns in the shade along  with a vegetable 
garden, and orchard and garden beds with easy walking 
tracks. Liz has carefully created a garden which does not  
compete with nature and has combined sculptures into 
the landscape and sea views. Morning tea is provided 
here.

We then travel to Omaha Bay Vineyard, a local vineyard. 
Here we will have platters for lunch and wine tasting for 
those wishing to imbibe. Otherwise a non-alcoholic drink 
will be included with lunch. The estate has views over the 
sea to Great Barrier Island and an art gallery to browse 
through also. The coach will drop us off in Matakana 
Village for a stroll around the village and some free time 
before  heading home at around 2.30pm, hopefully back 
in Kumeu by 4pm. Looking forward to this trip and sharing 
about it next time.

Feel free to contact any of us : Ann (0210357406), Gail 
(021344070),  Maree (0274963006), Moira (027498154), 
Monique (021646220), Sandi (027318541) 

Quality exterior 
painting built on 
proper preparation

When it comes to repainting your home, proper 
preparation makes all the difference. Focus On Painting 
specialises in exterior, interior, and roof repainting for 
Kiwi homes, delivering quality workmanship and finishes 
built to handle NZ conditions.

Every project starts with thorough house washing or 
soft washing, with gutter cleaning where needed. This 
ensures surfaces are clean, sound, and ready for paint, 
especially important for materials like cedar cladding.

All work is carried out safely using mobile scaffolding, level 
ladders, and harness systems. This allows consistent 
coverage and a high standard of finish across the entire 
property.

Different homes require different systems. Whether 
it’s weatherboard, cedar, brick, or plaster, the correct 
preparation methods are applied before premium paints 
suited to NZ weather are used.

Each job is completed with care and attention to detail, 
followed by a full clean-up so your property is left tidy 
and refreshed.

For added peace of mind, all repainting work is backed by 
a 3-year workmanship warranty, giving local homeowners 
confidence in the quality and durability of the finish.

To see recent projects and customer reviews, visit 
facebook.com/focusonpainting.

 Free quotes are available. Call or text Brad on 021 756 890 
or email focusonpainting@gmail.com.

Award-winning pool 
soars to new heights

Narellan Pools Auckland West is 
proud to be the recipient of the 
2025 Gold Award for Narellan’s 
Pool of the Year, recognising 
exceptional workmanship and 
a standout installation.

The winning project features 
a Grandeur 9 in Blue Azurite, 
known for its generous size, 
smooth entry steps, and 
timeless shape. The Blue 
Azurite finish creates a rich, 
vibrant water colour that looks 

impressive at any time of day.

This installation presented a unique challenge due to 
limited site access. To achieve the perfect outcome, the 
pool shell was delivered by helicopter, lifted, and placed 
precisely into position. The lift was a memorable moment 
for the homeowners and Richard Pook and the team, 
showcasing the dedication behind every Narellan Pools 
Auckland West project.

Set against a stunning natural backdrop and surrounded 
by thoughtfully planned entertaining areas, the finished 
pool creates a relaxed yet luxurious space for the 
homeowners to enjoy year-round. The combination of 
the Grandeur’s clean lines, the Blue Azurite finish, and 
the property’s setting made this installation stand out.

Winning Pool of the Year is a proud reflection of Richard’s 
and the team’s commitment to quality and craftsmanship.

To explore the range or discuss your own pool project, 
contact Narellan Pools Auckland West on 0508 476 657 or 
visit narellanpools.co.nz.

Home & Garden PROPERTY-HUB.NZ

BRINGING DREAMS TO LIFE
WITH NARELLAN POOLS 

AUCKLAND WEST 

narellanpools.co.nz
0508 476 657



Why engineers & 
developers choose 
Drain Ninjas for hydro 
excavation & service 
location
When precision, speed, and reliability matter, the right 
hydro excavation partner can make or break a project 
timeline. At Drain Ninjas, we understand the pressures 
engineers and developers face — tight programmes, 
complex underground services, and zero room for costly 
surprises. That’s exactly why our clients trust us to 
deliver. 

Our hydro excavation and service location solutions are 
designed with efficiency at the forefront. Simply put — we 
work faster and smarter. Our modern vacuum trucks are 
more powerful and efficient than standard units, allowing 
us to excavate cleaner, expose services quicker, and 
minimise downtime on site. Less waiting, less mess, and 
more progress where it counts. 

But equipment is only part of the story. What truly sets 
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Drain Ninjas apart is our team. 
Our operators are highly skilled 
specialists who know how 
to get the job done right the 
first time. They understand 
the importance of accuracy 
when working around critical 
infrastructure and take pride in 
operating with care, precision, 
and professionalism on every 
project. 

Equally important is 
communication — something 
our clients consistently tell 
us we excel at. From clear job 
scoping to real-time updates 
on site, we keep engineers, 
developers, and project 
managers fully informed every 
step of the way. No chasing, no 
guesswork, no surprises.

For developers and engineers looking to reduce risk, 
protect underground assets, and keep projects moving, 
Drain Ninjas delivers a smarter hydro excavation and 
service location solution.

Fast. Efficient. Precise. That’s the Ninja difference

everything to do with drains 24/7
✔ Vacuum loading/suction ✔ Septic tank empty & council inspection 
✔ Cesspit cleaning, pump chambers, grease trap cleaning
✔ Hydro excavation, pile holes ✔ Drain unblocking & root cutting
✔ CCTV locating & fault finding ✔ Drain repairs & maintenance 

LOCALLY FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED

0800 4 ninja 0800 4 64652

drainninjas.co.nz

Email: admin@drainninjas.co.nz
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Time to replace your 
irrigation field? here’s 
what to look for

For many homeowners with 
septic systems, the irrigation 
field (also called a drainage or 
soakage field) is very much “out 
of sight, out of mind” – and that’s 
usually a good thing. But when it 
begins to fail, the signs can be 
messy, smelly and expensive. 
In worst-case scenarios, it can 
even damage your pump - $$$!

What does an irrigation field 
actually do?

After solids settle in your septic 
tank, the remaining liquid 

effluent flows out to the irrigation field. It is distributed 
through perforated pipes into the surrounding soil, where 
natural filtration processes remove harmful bacteria and 
nutrients before the treated water returns safely to the 
groundwater system.

Over time, irrigation fields can clog, compact or simply 
wear out. When that happens, wastewater can no longer 
disperse properly.

Common signs you may need a replacement

1. Slow drains and gurgling pipes

If sinks, showers and toilets are draining slowly – and your 

septic tank has already been pumped – the issue may 
lie in the irrigation field. Gurgling sounds can indicate 
wastewater isn’t moving through the system as it should.

2. Wet or soggy patches on your lawn

Persistently damp ground above the irrigation area, 
especially during dry weather, is a clear warning sign. If 
the soil can’t absorb the effluent, it may start surfacing.

3. Unpleasant odours outside

A healthy system shouldn’t smell. If you notice sewage 
odours around your yard, particularly near the irrigation 
field, it’s time to investigate.

4. The system is ageing or under stress

Irrigation fields last around seven years, depending on 
soil type, use and maintenance. Livestock compacting 
the ground or roots from nearby plants can all cause 
damage.

5. Alarms or warning lights

If your alarm keeps sounding or a red warning light 
activates when you flush the toilet or run appliances, act 
quickly. Your system is struggling to cope.

Don’t wait for an emergency

Irrigation field problems rarely fix themselves. Acting 
early can prevent wastewater backing up into your home 
or causing major damage to your property or pump.

If you’re noticing warning signs, seek professional advice. 
The experienced HydroVac team can assess your system 
and talk you through your options. Call 0800 493 768 – 
we’re here to help.

0800 493 768
www.hydrovac.co.nz

SOLVE YOUR SUMMER STENCHES!
Our friendly and professional wastewater team can 
help you with:

• Irrigation fi eld remediation
• Wastewater treatment system services
• Septic tank empties and services
• Septic tank inspections for council

Our fl eet of vans are fully equipped with stock and tools to allow 
our techs to tackle virtually any task on site and, if not, we can 
usually source the required parts within 24-48 hours.

Call for any wastewater enquiries - we know our stuff!

MARK WALLER
M:  021 802 845
E:  mark@wallerprojects.co.nz
A:  The Hangar, Catalina Bay,  
 2/2 Boundary Road, Hobsonville Point
W:  wallerprojects.co.nz

AWARD WINNING DESIGN & BUILD

www.dbh.govt.nz

Calvin Bates
O 0272 111 075

m ontoitgardenservices@gmail.com

On To It Garden Services Ltd
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Laser Plumbing 
Whenuapai

February marks the final month 
of summer, welcoming the 
arrival of autumn. Autumn is a 
season of calm and colour. The 
air cools, mornings feel crisp 
and the afternoons stay mild. 
It’s the perfect time to enjoy 
clear skies, changing leaves 
and everything slowing to a 
gentler pace. 

It is also an ideal time to start 
thinking about making sure your property is ready for the 
months ahead.

Drainage - drains should be kept clean and clear for 
them to work effectively. Drain maintenance goes a long 
way in keeping your drains in good working condition 
and reducing the chance of a blockage. Laser Plumbing 
Whenuapai can provide regular maintenance checks 
to prevent blockages from occurring. And if a blockage 
does occur, we have specialist equipment to clear out 
stubborn blockages.

Our qualified drainlayers can perform a full range of 
drainage repairs and replacements, from new drainage 
through to storm water and waste water works. 

Plumbing - dripping taps, a slow draining sink, blocked 
toilet, low water pressure, clogged waste disposal, 
backflow issues. These are just some of the common 
plumbing problems you can experience in your home or 
business. We have a great team of maintenance plumbers 
who can easily remedy these frustrating issues, on time 
and hassle free. 

We also offer full plumbing solutions for new builds as 
well as renovations. 

Roofing - We find and fix roof leaks. Here at Laser, we 

specialise in all your long run/iron roofing needs…. from 
roof repairs to complete roof replacements, gutter 
cleans, repairing and replacing gutters, spouting and 
downpipes. Whatever your needs, one of our experienced 
roofing team will get you sorted.

We are excited to share that we offer a Supergold card 
discount. Just let us know you have a Supergold card 
when you book in your plumbing job, and we will give you 
20% off your first hour of plumbing labour. 

Contact Laser Plumbing & Roofing Whenuapai today for 
all your service needs on 09-417-0110 or whenuapai@
laserplumbing.co.nz. We are open five days a week from 
7:30am – 4:30pm and are conveniently located at Unit 4, 
3 Northside Drive, Westgate.  For more information, visit 
our website www.whenuapai.laserplumbing.co.nz

 
ANYTIME PEST CONTROL

FLIES, ANTS, COCKROACHES, FLEAS

RATS, MICE, SPIDERS, WASPS ETC.

WEEDSPRAYING

KEVIN MORRIS REGISTERED TECHNICIAN

PHONE: 09 411 7400 MOBILE: 027 277 7143



Sensory exploration: 
why it matters and how 
to encourage it
From the very first moments after birth, we begin making 
sense of the world around us. Every interaction a child 
has stimulates one or more of the five basic senses: 
touch, taste, smell, sight, and hearing. Through these 
sensory experiences, children learn how to connect, 
survive, and thrive in their environments. As each child 
comes from a unique background, their experiences can 
shape them in both positive and challenging ways. This 
is why sensory exploration plays such a vital role in early 
development.

The outdoors offers endless opportunities for sensory 

exploration. And at Gumboots we are so lucky to have 
such large outdoor areas in all our four rooms. Our 
children have almost endless opportunities to squelch 
through mud, crunch autumn leaves, lie on the grass and 
watch clouds drift by, or pick and smell daisies from the 
uncut lawn. All activities engage the senses. Nature has a 
calming effect on minds of all ages. Taking deep breaths, 
closing our eyes, stretching, or practicing simple yoga 
movements outdoors allows us to activate our senses in 
meaningful and restorative ways.

Sensory play activities, such as using playdough or clay, 
can be both therapeutic and calming. Children can roll it, 
squish it between their fingers, smell it, and sometimes 
even taste it (although we don’t recommend eating it!). 
These experiences are all part of learning. Children often 
spend long periods mastering skills like using rolling pins, 
cookie cutters, or forming the perfect ball. During this 
play, you may hear imaginative role-play — making cookies 
“just like Nana does” or “spreading concrete” for a new 
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Autumn gardening 
with Mitre 10 MEGA 
Westgate & Henderson

As Autumn 
begins to roll 
in and the long, 
bright days of 
summer begin 
to soften. 
It’s a time of 
t r a n s i t i o n - 
when the soil 
is still warm, 
the air turns 

crisp, and your garden is ready for a little care to carry it 
confidently through the colder months. 

Autumn is ideal for planting hardy perennials, refreshing 
tired garden beds, and giving your soil a nutrient boost 
after the demands of summer. Our stores offer a wide 
range of robust seasonal plants perfectly suited to 
cooler weather- think colorful winter-flowering favorites, 
strong-growing shrubs, and reliable ground covers that 
will put on a show well into the colder months. If you’re 
focused on edibles, now is the perfect moment to get 
winter greens like kale, cauliflower, broccoli, silverbeet, 
and spinach into the ground. They establish beautifully 
in the mild autumn climate and reward you with nutritious 
harvests throughout winter.

At Mitre 10 MEGA Westgate & Henderson, we know that 
the right tools make all the difference. Our selection 
of high-quality garden tools- both power and hand 
varieties- takes the effort out of seasonal maintenance. 
From pruning back summer growth to trimming hedges or 
turning over garden beds, you’ll find reliable equipment to 
help keep your space tidy and thriving. And if you’re not 
sure where to start, our knowledgeable team is always on 
hand with practical tips tailored to your garden’s unique 
needs.

Preparing your soil is one of the most valuable tasks 
you can do during these months. Adding nutrient-rich 
compost, organic matter, or conditioners helps replenish 
what summer growth has depleted. Healthy soil sets the 
foundation for strong winter planting, better moisture 
retention, and long-term plant vitality. We stock a full 
range of soil enhancers and mulches to help you build a 
rich, resilient garden ecosystem.

To give you complete peace of mind we offer a Healthy 
Plant Guarantee. If your plant doesn’t thrive, just bring it 
back within 12 months with proof of purchase, and we’ll 
replace it. We stand behind the quality of everything we 
sell - because we want your garden to flourish just as 
much as you do.

So as the leaves begin to turn and the days grow 
cooler, take the time to prepare, plant, and nourish your 
outdoor space. Whether you’re a seasoned gardener 
or just getting started, we’re here to help you grow with 
confidence. Visit Mitre 10 MEGA Westgate & Henderson 
this autumn—let’s create something beautiful together.

Happy gardening, everyone!
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Moth plant season
It’s March, which means 
it’s moth plant season. 
You may have noticed 
people in hi-vis vests, 
holding secateurs and 
bottles of blue paste, 
diving into bushes in your 
neighbourhood. They are 
trying to find the roots of 
the plant, to chop it off 
and poison it. They may 
also be collecting sacks 
of moth plant pods, to 
dispose of them safely. 
Environmental groups are 
very concerned about this 
plant. Moth plant grows 
very fast, and in summer 
produces pretty white 
flowers which turn into 
large green pods that pop 
open, releasing thousands 
of fairy-like seeds. 
These fly long distances, 
spreading the plant far 
and wide. In the bush, it 
grows up other plants 
and smothers them, while 
native insects get stuck in 
the sticky white flowers. At 
home it can quickly take 
over a garden, and the 
latex in the sap irritates 
skin.

Habitat Hobsonville has a 
goal of eradicating moth 
plant in Hobsonville Point. 
Groups in other areas are 

also hard at work trying to tackle it. If you find moth plant 
on your property or street, here’s what you can do to 
help:

-If small enough, pull or dig out the roots (wear gloves)

-If large, cut as close to the roots as possible and paste 
with a strong herbicide, such as Cut’n’Paste MetGel.

-Collect all the pods and bag them, then put in your 
rubbish bin. Do not compost them, as the seeds can 
survive. 

There is more information here https://www.weedbusters.
org.nz/what-are-weeds/weed-list/mothplant/

If you want to help, you can join STAMP (Society 
Totally Against Moth Plant) facebook.com/
groups/234572443294360, or find a conservation group 
near you like Habitat Hobsonville Habitat Hobsonville | 
Upper Waitemata Ecol

Credits:

Moth image1 Carolyn Lewis

Moth image2 Auckland Council

Moth image3 Anna Gehrke
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A simple way to sell 
your car
If you have a car that is no longer being used, you may be 
wondering what to do next.

At AJ Motors, we buy cars directly and pay cash on the 
spot. The process is simple, clear and designed to make 
things easy for you.

It starts with a phone call. We ask a few basic questions 
and arrange a convenient time to view the vehicle. After 
assessing its condition and current market demand, 
we provide a fair offer. If you’re happy to proceed, we 
complete the paperwork and arrange payment promptly. 
If not, there is no obligation.

There’s no advertising, no strangers visiting your home 
and no ongoing negotiations. Just a straightforward 
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conversation and a clear outcome.

If you’re considering selling your car, call Lee at AJ Motors 
for a friendly, no-pressure chat.

Kind regards, Tony Wang

Mobile: 021 2362 719

0800 566 789  |  www.ajmotors.co.nz

driveway. At the same time, fine motor skills are being 
strengthened, language is developing, and relationships 
with peers are being formed. Baking is another wonderful 
sensory experience that introduces new smells, 
tastes, and textures. It encourages collaboration and 
cooperation between children and adults, while also 
introducing early science concepts through mixing 
ingredients and mathematical skills through counting 
and measuring. While the mess — and clean-up — is a 
big part of the process, the delicious reward at the end 
makes it all worthwhile. 

Sensory play can also support children who struggle 
with certain challenges, such as discomfort with 
squishy foods. By introducing different textures and 
consistencies through messy play — like cornflour and 
water, paint, or water beads — children can learn that 
these sensations can be enjoyable and safe. Over time, 
this can help them build more positive associations with 
similar food textures. Introducing new foods is always a 
gradual process, for children and even some adults, so 
patience and small steps are key. 

A great sensory experience to create at home is sensory 
bottles. Plastic bottles can be filled with coloured 
water and oil, beads, rice, glitter, or water mixed with 

dish liquid. Choose items that make sound, reflect 
light, or demonstrate cause and effect — anything that 
encourages curiosity and discovery. Be sure to tightly 
secure the lid and add a small amount of glue to prevent 
leaks.

When it comes to sensory play, you are only limited 
by your imagination. Have a go and see what sensory 
experiences you and your children can discover together.

Tamariki at Te Manawa

Our much-loved pre-school sessions continue 
throughout March, now starting at 10.30am.

We’ve also made a small change — Kids Play has moved 
from Mondays to Wednesdays, right after Rhymetime.

Weekly sessions (term time only)

Wriggle & Rhyme Tuesdays | 10.30–11.00am | Level 3 
Auditorium

Rhymetime Wednesdays | 10.30–11.00am | Children’s Area

Kids Play Wednesdays | 11.00–11. 30am | Children’s Area

Storytime Fridays | 10.30–11.00am | Children’s Area

All our pre-school programmes are drop-in sessions — 
no bookings needed.

Come along for free, fun-filled mornings that are perfect 
for your little ones.

 Celebrating Chinese Lantern Festival

Join us on Sunday 1 March, 10.30–11.30am, for Paper 
Lantern Making — a magical, hands-on activity for children 
aged 5 and over. All materials supplied.

Looking Ahead

The April school holidays and Easter are just around 
the corner — stay tuned for more exciting activities and 
events.

Discover everything happening each month at Te Manawa:  
https://linktr.ee/temanawa

Young LearnersYoung Learners
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discussion and a strong sense of togetherness. Some 
residents and staff wore black to commemorate the 
occasion, while others helped prepare the space with 
decorations, taking pride in creating a welcoming and 
meaningful setting. Activities included Poi, a New Zealand 
history quiz, and watching a video about the signing of 
Te Tiriti o Waitangi, all of which sparked conversation, 
curiosity and shared memories. Staff also performed 
Māori Poi and Waiata, which was warmly received and 
enjoyed by everyone.

Later in the month, St Valentine’s Day brought a lighter and 
creative celebration. Residents enjoyed colouring heart 
themed designs, filling the room with bright colours and 
cheerful conversation. In the afternoon, we made the 
most of the remaining summer days with a lovely garden 
tea, sharing sweet treats and warm drinks outdoors. It 
was a beautiful way to relax, laugh and appreciate one 
another’s company.

At Craigweil House, moments like these reflect the care, 
connection and sense of belonging we value every day. 
If you are considering aged care options for yourself or 
a loved one, we warmly invite you to drop by, meet our 
friendly team and see what Craigweil House has to offer. 
PH 094208277

Your one stop rehab 
shop

Looking to upgrade but not 
sure what to do with your 
old scooter? Or searching 
for a cost-effective first 
option? We’ve got just the 
solution for you.

Did you know that Kiwi 
Rehab buys, refurbishes, 
and resells pre-loved 
mobility equipment? It’s a 
practical, affordable, and 
sustainable way to keep 
quality equipment in use. 
Give us a call, we might 
have the perfect solution 

waiting for you.

Already love what you have? We also offer servicing and 
repairs to keep you moving with confidence. Whether it’s 
a flat tyre on your wheelchair, a broken scooter headlight, 
or simply routine maintenance, our experienced team 
will have you back up and running quickly and safely.

Ready for something new and shiny? Don’t worry, we’ve 
got that covered too. We stock a wide range of mobility 
scooters, wheelchairs, lift chairs, walkers, walking sticks 
and more, all available to hire or purchase. You’ll be rolling 
in style in no time.

Discover how we can help you live more comfortably, 
confidently, and independently.

Visit our website or contact our friendly team today — 
because at Kiwi Rehabilitation, “He Tangata – it is people” 
and people always come first.

www.kiwirehab.co.nz

027 244 2443

sales@kiwirehab.co.nz

Celebrating 11 years of 
care at Kumeu Village
March marks a special milestone as we celebrate 11 
wonderful years of Kumeu Village. From opening The 
Vineyard Villa and The Ladybug to growing into a trusted 
name in aged care, we are incredibly proud of how far 
our community has grown.

Throughout the years, we have remained committed to 
the highest standards of care, always leading with love, 
compassion and respect. Kumeu Village is more than 
a rest home- it is a community where companionship, 
dignity and heartfelt care remain at the centre of 
everything we do.

We would love to invite you to pop in for a visit throughout 
the month of March to help us celebrate.

Kumeu Village – Just behind the hedge on the corner 
of Old Railway and Main Road. A stunning 100-bed home 
offering hospital, specialised dementia, and respite care. 
Our professional and compassionate team provides 
round-the-clock support, ensuring every resident 
receives the care, comfort, and dignity they deserve — 
and giving families the space and peace they need to 
simply be together.

The Ladybug– Nestled behind beautiful trees in the idyllic 
Coatesville countryside, The Ladybug is a stunning 15-bed 
home offering specialised dementia care exclusively for 
women. Warm, personal, and family-focused, it’s a place 
filled with love, nature, and genuine connection.

Come see for yourself — we’d love to welcome you for a 
no-obligation visit today.

 Bring your loved ones, bring the family, and experience 
the comfort and compassion that define life at Kumeu 
Village and The Ladybug.

Finding the right care for someone you love starts here.

 Kumeu Village  – Corner of Old Railway & Main Road, 
opposite BP Kumeu

 The Ladybug – 798 Coatesville-Riverhead Highway

09 412 9112   

info@kumeuvillage.co.nz   

www.kumeuvillage.co.nz

A heartwarming 
February at Craigweil 
House

February was a meaningful and heartwarming month at 
Craigweil House, as residents and staff came together to 
celebrate both Waitangi Day and St Valentine’s Day, each 
observed on its own special day but united by the same 
spirit of connection and community.

For Waitangi Day, we took time to acknowledge and 
reflect on the partnership, history and shared future of 
Aotearoa New Zealand. The day was marked with learning, 

Aged Care
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Take the first step 
toward your peak 
performance today

Football has shaped my life 
for as long as I can remember 
giving me both structure and 
challenge.  

Over time, I realised the game 
was teaching me more than 
technical skills. It taught me 
discipline, resilience, and 
the value of being part of a 
community working toward 
something shared. 

I am an OFC/NZF C Licence 
coach and a Level 4 qualified 
Strength and Conditioning 
coach, and I have spent the 
past six years coaching at 
our local football club West 
Coast Rangers.  

Coaching feels like a natural 
progression of my journey 
in the game. I believe 
development takes time. It 
is built through consistency, 
honest feedback, and 
environments where players 
feel supported but also 
challenged.  

From August 2018 to 
November 2019, I spent time 
in the United States in a 
high performance football 
environment. I played two 
collegiate seasons in Oregon 

and supported the junior development programmes 
at the Eugene Timbers. That experience shifted my 
perspective. 

The physical difference stood out immediately. I noticed 
it not only within the Timbers’ junior programmes but 
also at the collegiate level where I was competing each 
week. Technically, the standard was similar to what I 
had known in New Zealand. The real gap was in strength, 
speed, and athleticism. What made the difference was 
structure. Strength and conditioning was embedded into 
the culture and treated as essential. 

That realisation shaped my coaching philosophy. I am 
intentional about integrating physical preparation with 
technical development so players build foundations that 
last. 

I value community because growth does not happen 
alone. I value consistency because progress is built daily. 
And I value balance because long term success depends 
on joy, both on and off the pitch.

Get In Touch - www.theprogressiveathlete.co.nz  
021 226 0055

Is your child 
shortsighted?

Myopia, or short-
sightedness, is 
becoming increasingly 
common in children, 
with more young people 
needing stronger 
glasses at earlier ages. 
Beyond blurry distance 
vision, worsening myopia 
can increase the risk of 
serious eye problems 
later in life. Traditional 
corrective spectacles 

are no longer recommended due to the myopic 
progression that may occur with them. Myopia control is 
now a key focus in children’s eye care.

Spectacles lenses for myopia control have a special 
zone of peripheral de-focus which helps slow the rate of 
growth of the eyes, and these are proven to be effective 
whilst solving the problem of distance blur.

Contact lenses have also been designed for myopic 
children. Unlike standard contact lenses that simply 
correct vision, MiSight lenses are clinically proven to 
slow the progression of myopia while providing clear, 
comfortable vision throughout the day. Large international 
studies have shown they can significantly reduce how 
quickly myopia worsens when worn consistently.

One of the biggest advantages of MiSight lenses is their 
child-friendly design. They are soft, easy to handle, 
and thrown away at the end of each day, making them 
a hygienic and low-maintenance option for families. 
Children can wear them during school, sports, and 
outdoor activities without worrying about broken or 
lost glasses. Children from age 8 can usually insert and 
remove them unaided.

Optometrists Matthew and Molly Whittington fit both 
myopia control spectacles and MiSight contact lenses. 
Or they can refer your child to a specialist for medical 
intervention. 

Have your child’s eyes checked now to set them up for 
the school year. Phone 09 412 8172 or call into For Eyes 
Optometrists, 90 Main Rd in the Kumeu Shopping Village.

Ask Dr. Heather
Is sunscreen really that 
important?

Anon, Whenuapai

When we look at someone’s 
skin and try to guess their 
age, what we’re really seeing 
is sun exposure over time.  
Fine lines, pigmentation and 
uneven texture are far more 

influenced by ultraviolet radiation than by the passage 
of time.  That’s why sunscreen sits at the top of my anti-
ageing list.  Not serums, not injectables, not treatments.  
Sunscreen.

Ultraviolet radiation quietly damages the skin, even 
when it’s cloudy.  UVA rays penetrate deeply and break 
down collagen and elastin, the structures that keep skin 
firm.  UVB rays cause surface damage and sunburn.  The 
result?  Long-term DNA injury, leading to wrinkles, brown 
spots and skin cancer.

Sunscreen works differently to most skincare. Rather 
than trying to repair damage, it prevents damage from 
happening in the first place.  Used consistently, it 
protects collagen, stabilises pigment production and 
minimises skin cancer risk.  Sunscreen also allows the 
skin to age more slowly.  This is why people who wear 
sunscreen daily tend to have smoother, clearer skin, 
regardless of other products they use.

That doesn’t mean other factors aren’t important.  
Skincare, skin treatments and injectables all have their 
place.  But without daily sun protection, it’s like constantly 
mopping up water while the tap is still running.

The best sunscreen is one you’ll use every day.  Broad 
spectrum protection and an SPF of at least 30 are good 
starting points.  Apply it as the final step in the morning, 
including your neck, chest and back of your hands.

Dr. Heather Anderson is a Cosmetic Medicine and 
Emergency Doctor who practises in her own clinic at 
ALLOR Cosmetic Medicine in Whenuapai and features in 
the All or Nothing Podcast (available on Spotify, Youtube 
and iHeartRadio). If you have a question for Dr. Heather 
you would like answered anonymously, please email 
askdrheather@allor.co.nz

Start now: boost your 
immunity for winter
As the warmer months fade, March is the perfect time 
to prepare your body for winter. Supporting your immune 
system now can help prevent colds and flu later.

Focus on the basics:

- Sleep well: Aim for 7–9 hours per night to give your 
immune system a boost.

- Eat for health: Plenty of fruit, vegetables, fibre, and 
fermented foods support gut health — a key part of 
immunity.

- Key nutrients: Vitamin C, D, and zinc help keep your body 
resilient.

- Move daily: Even short walks improve circulation and 
immune response.

- Manage stress: Take time to relax, reduce screen time, 
and enjoy outdoor activities.

Small, consistent steps now mean a healthier, stronger 
winter ahead.

Health & Beauty
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Column by Chris Penk, 
MP for Kaipara ki 
Mahurangi

It was such a delight to announce last week that Kumeu 
is getting a new high school!   

In the previous edition of the Kumeu Courier I was able 
to hint that good news in this space was imminent.  And 
last Friday afternoon, at Matua Ngaru School, I was so 
pleased to be joined by local parents, local school and 
other community leaders to share some of the detail.  
Admittedly there are still some details that we don’t 
yet have, including (mostly importantly) confirmation of 
when the school will be built and students accepted.  It 
would be ideal if the answer to this question proves to 
be “2028” but I am wary of making timebound promises 
that may not be fulfilled exactly as planned - given the 
complexity of construction projects - as I’m conscious 
that local families will be making plans on the back of this 
information.

The key point for now, however, is land has been 
identified and the Ministry of Education is in the process 
of finalising its purchase.  The site is adjacent to Huapai 
District School. 

By way of background, I have been advocating strongly 
for increased secondary schooling capacity to serve 
families across Kumeū, Huapai, Riverhead and the wider 
northwest. With population growth continuing at pace, 
many parents have rightly expressed concern about 
long travel times and limited local options for their 
young ones. Access to quality education close to home 
is not a luxury — it is an essential part of building strong 
communities. 

That is why I am so pleased that the Government has 
now confirmed plans for a new high school to serve 
our growing northwest population. This is a significant 
milestone and one that reflects the voices of local 
families, educators and community leaders who have 
made the case so persuasively.

The new school will help ensure that young people in our 
area can learn, grow and thrive without needing to travel 
long distances each day.  Of course any moves that 
reduce congestion on northwest Auckland roads are 
important for this reason alone.  Having a school closer 
than either Kaipara College or Massey High School - both 
of which are excellent schools, I want to emphasise - also 

supports families in the Kumeu area by strengthening 
community connections and providing opportunities 
for students to participate more fully in sports, arts and 
cultural life close to home.

I want to thank everyone who has taken the time to 
share their views and experiences with me as we have 
worked towards this outcome.  We’ve done petitions, 
news stories, letters, questions and Official Information 
Act requests together over several years.  To be clear, 
community advocacy has played an important role in 
getting us to this point. 

I look forward to continuing to work with the Minister of 
Education (my friend and colleague Erica Stanford), local 
schools and the community as planning progresses. This 
investment in education is an investment in the future 
of our young people — and in the continued success of 
northwest Auckland.  Bring it on! 

Chris Penk - Member of Parliament for Kaipara ki 
Mahurangi

Health & Beauty

What I wish I could tell 
my younger self about 
skin - from a Cosmetic 
GP

If I could go back 20 years and 
give my younger self some 
skin advice, it wouldn’t involve 
complicated routines or 
expensive products. It would 
be surprisingly simple- but it 
would make a big difference to 
the skin I have today.

First, I would say: wear 
sunscreen every single day. 
And no, the moisturiser with 
SPF 15 isn’t cutting it. The sun 

exposure you are getting now is directly determining 
your future signs of sun damage and your lifetime skin 
cancer risk. It’s okay not to be a bronze goddess, it isn’t 
in your DNA. And please, for the life of you, don’t forget 
your neck, chest, arms, and hands.

Secondly, I would tell myself to take acne seriously 
and seek help early. Cystic acne can cause scarring 
that is very difficult to treat. In fact, it can take many 
years to improve. Acne is rarely caused by “dirty skin” 
or not cleansing enough. More often, people are over-
cleansing, over-exfoliating, and stripping away their skin 
barrier, which only makes things worse.

I would also remind myself that factors like diet, sleep, 
stress, and hormones all influence skin health- and 
these can’t simply be “washed away.”

Finally, I would say this: focusing on improving your skin 
rather than covering it with heavy makeup will help in the 
long run. Simple, consistent habits work. And it’s okay 
that you don’t have all the answers on your own. There 
are people who genuinely want to help you get to the 
point where you can look in the mirror with kind eyes.

Dr. Cherie Wyatt-Hutana. Restore Cosmed. 

www.restorecosmed.co.nz

Local wellness guide 
helping you reconnect

Lauren, founder of 
Sustainable You Wellness 
Immersions, is a yoga, Pilates 
and meditation teacher, 
wellness guide, trail runner 
and fur baby mama. She 
brings 10 years of teaching 
and wellness experience at 
gyms and studios around the 
region. Competing at an NZ 
level in athletics and cross-

country, then in NZ and overseas trail races including the 
Great Wall of China Half Marathon, taught her strength, 
endurance (and how to rehab injuries).

Speaking of, she endured a broken neck while horse 
riding on day two of her honeymoon. The journey back 
has been one of slowing down and rebuilding, informed by 
many modalities. In particular, she spent a year learning 
to teach meditation, as well as studying craniosacral 
therapy for her own healing, plus somatic feminine 
embodiment after recognising a disconnect with her 
female system. These all deeply supported her in slowing 
down, restoring and reconnecting to her inner world. 
When it comes to horses, rather than exiling them, she 
realised they have a lot to teach her (and us) and has, in 
parallel gone on a journey of natural horsemanship and 
reconnecting with horses literally from the ground up. 
She studied Equine Assisted Learning, where she partners 
with horses to assist people in various challenges, from 
connection, grounding and regulation to leadership and 
more. She now works at Whisky Meade Farm in Kumeu, 
providing equine assisted learning services and partners 
with Wild Horse Project horse Dancer for “Dancing with 
Dancer”.

These experiences manifest in her community wellness 
offerings, infusing her passion for helping people 
rejuvenate their bodies using craniosacral therapy at her 
clinic in Swanson and home in Titirangi, as well as Equine 
Assisted Learning in Kumeu together with her horses. 
When not teaching or treating, you’ll find her adventuring 
with her hubby and rescue doggos, or at the farm taming 
her Kaimanawa and foal, Dawn.

Whatever your wellness challenge, Lauren can help 
you on a journey back to you — to heal, reconnect and 
resource your body. She specialises in life transitions, 
feminine embodiment and nervous system regulation, 
grounding and resourcing tools. Contact her to discuss 
what will work for you. 30% of all March/April income will 
go towards ocean plastic research as part of a sailing 
trip with Expedition. www.sustainableyouwellness.co.nz Chris Penk 

MP for Kaipara ki Mahurangi

Here to help
134 Main Road, Huapai •  christopherpenk
chris.penkmp@parliament.govt.nz • 09 412 2496

Authorised by Chris Penk, 134 Main Road, Huapai.
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Horses & Us book 
launch Thursday March 
12 

Pony Club Secrets author 
Stacey Gregg. who features 
in Coatesville’s Jo Emeney’s 
new book Horses & Us, will 
do a question and answer 
session with Jo at her book 
launch on March 12, 2026, 
at the Takapuna Library, 
6.30pm. 

“So not only will horsey 
teens and tweens be able to come along and get a copy 
of Horses & Us signed, but they’ll also be able to listen 
to Stacy and I chat about the book beforehand,” says Jo. 

Jo’s 200-page book was mentioned in the December/
January Kumeu Courier. Jo says it’s a “feel-good book” 
with an environmental theme, designed for young people. 

It has plenty of colour illustrations and photos. Horses & 
Us follows her 2022 book Sylvia and the Birds about “Bird 
Lady” Sylvia Durrant who retired at 85 and closed her 
Rothesay Bay bird sanctuary in 2018 after 35 years. 

Jo says her new book, Horses & Us, focuses on the 
human-animal bond and resilience people learn through 
their horse interaction. She hopes to see a good turnout 
at the book’s launch. 

Jo Emeny and pony Billy who got a life-threatening illness 
which featured in Jo’s book. Photo: Maria Gobbie 

Successful Kumeu hot 
rod show 

Kumeu hot rod show 
was successful 
despite the Sunday 
washout.

image- Morrisons’ 
Lazarus Sovea 
polishes a 1959 
Chevrolet Bel Air 
“mourning” car

Friday and Saturday 
January 16 and 17, 2026, were great for the Repco Kumeu 
Classic Car and Hot Rod Festival – but the weather packed 
in on Sunday January 18 leading to its cancellation at the 
Kumeu Showgrounds for the day. 

Paddocks were turning into a mud bath on the Sunday 
and many cars couldn’t get in, says festival Co-Director 
Desma Galvin, who runs the event with daughter Nicole 
(who does The Very Vintage Day Out, again successful 
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Auckland Film Studios 
sold 

The Auckland Council 
has sold its Auckland Film 
Studios (AFS) to Auckland 
Film Studios Limited, part of 
the Xytech Group. 

It doesn’t include the 
privately owned Kumeu Film 
Studio.  

The sale protects $30 
million of government 

funding for reinvestment into new screen infrastructure. 

“Paired with Auckland’s stunning scenery it will increase 
the appeal of Auckland to a global screen industry,” says 
Auckland Mayor Wayne Brown. 

“I’ve some experience here developing movie theatres 
and film studios, I know the industry and this is a good 
move that also delivers for ratepayers,” he says. 

AFS has been the base for many New Zealand and 
international high-profile productions from Hercules: The 
Legendary Journeys and Xena: Warrior Princess through 
to Lord of the Rings - The Rings of Power, A Minecraft 
Movie, The Wrecking Crew, Predator – Badlands and Brad 
Pitt’s Heart of the Beast. 

Xytech, founded by chief executive Stephen Pryor 
(pictured) in 1997, is the owner and operator of X3 Studios 
– a 24,000 square metre studio and production facility 
in Wiri which opened in 2020 and hosted large scale 
productions including the Netflix success and Emmy 
award winning Sweet Tooth, and the fifth installment of 
the Spartacus series for Lionsgate/Starz Entertainment. 

“My earliest connection to Auckland Film Studios goes 
back to 1992 and in the years since then Xytech has been 
a major supplier to almost all of the projects that have 
filmed at AFS,” says Stephen.  

Xytech is the Southern Hemisphere’s largest lighting 
supplier to film and high-end television, the council says. 

AFS has been owned by the Auckland Council     and 
operated by Council controlled organisation Tataki 
Auckland Unlimited (TAU) since 2017. 

The sales price remains confidential. 

The council confirms that – as a result of the agreement 
that supported the opening of two sound stages at AFS in 
2022 – the New Zealand Government’s $30m contribution 
towards those stages will come back to the council to 
be held in a fund and reinvested in further new Auckland 
screen infrastructure.  

The AFS sale agreement guarantees the site will remain 
a studio and the cornerstone of West Auckland’s screen 
heartland for at least the next decade.  

Sale settlement was on February 27, 2026. 

although no beauty pageant was held for the second 
successive year), and Desma’s husband Ken.  They 
opened the show with free admission on the  Sunday but 
Desma reckons few came because of the rain. She says 
the show made enough to pay its bills but had little left 
over for their wages. 

Now she’s hoping good weather returns for the 33rd 
annual Kumeu Classic Car and Hot Rod Festival next year, 
with planning already underway. 

Desma was happy with the Friday evening and Saturday, 
saying more than 20,000 people came to the Saturday 
events and at least 3500 cars were displayed indoors and 
out. 

Repco People’s Choice awards went to Ryan Dunn’s grey 
Holden HK (large), a white 17 HG Holden from Pete and 
Delilah Schimanski (medium) and a 1967 Chevrolet Camaro 
(small) owned by Matt and Jenna Munro. 

The Repco Best Ford award went to Sam Levien’s 1934 
Coupe and John Gambellq took the Shock Shop’s Best 
Chev prize with his 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle. 

The NZ Rodder Best Hot Rod award went to “Uncertain” 
from Martin and Marion Bennett and the Auto Magic Best 
Australian honours went to a 1970 AZ Holden panel van. 

The Classic Cover Insurance Best Commercial prize was 
won by Kruzin Kustoms for a Chevrolet station wagon 
and Shane Stewlin won the  NZ Petrolhead Best Street 
Machine with his1964 Nova (white). 

Mothers Show Shed got the Repco Best Presentation 
award, while the Mothers Best Other prize went to Aaron 
Grieves’ 1937 Hudson Terraplane. 

Steve Barker won the Very Vintage Market Best Vintage 
award for his A35 Auburn boat tail, and Battery Town’s 
Best Muscle Car award went to a purple GTR. 

The Kumeu Car Show Vintage Caravan award was won by 
Karen Smith. 

Morrisons Funerals showed its classic car collection at 
the show for the first time. Lazarus Sovea was polishing a 
few of them when we stopped by, the collection including 
a 2006 Harley-Davidson “Heritage Softtail” sidecar hearse 
in white pearl which joined the fleet in 2024. 

Others included a 1959 Chevrolet Bel Air “mourning car” to 
transport family, a 1973 black Cadillac Superior and 1961 
Dodge Seneca hearses. 

Kumeu Showgrounds sheds featured a variety of hot rods 
and classic cars, including a green Studebaker, a 1932 Ford 
Roadster, various Ford Coupes, and a 1969 Oldsmobile. 
Outside, rides were given in different vehicles, such as 
Palmerston North’s Daniel David’s Monster Trucks. 

Sayers says it
By Rodney Councillor Greg 
Sayers. Ratepayers in Rodney 
should not be required to fund 
the operating costs of the City 
Rail Link.   

This is not opposition to the 
project or to Auckland’s growth. 
It is a question of equity. Should 

a largely rural district, with no passenger rail services 
and limited public transport infrastructure, be compelled 
to fund a multi-billion-dollar inner-city rail tunnel?   

The CRL’s projected annual operating cost is 
approximately $235 million — equivalent to a 7.9 per cent 
residential rates increase. That comes on top of last 
year’s significant hikes, which in some cases reached 30 
to 50 per cent. At a time when households are absorbing 
higher insurance, food and fuel costs, another large 
rates increase is not sustainable.   

Rodney residents derive little direct benefit. There are 
no local train stations. Many communities rely on private 
vehicles because viable public transport options do 
not exist. Some rural roads remain unsealed, and long-
promised township upgrades have been deferred and SH 
16 will remain congested.   

Rodney ratepayers already pay a targeted rate to 
maintain basic bus services.   

Supporters argue that all of Auckland benefits indirectly 
through reduced congestion and economic stimulus. But 
indirect gains cannot reasonably be equated with direct, 
daily usage. For a commuter stepping onto a central city 
train platform, the benefit is immediate. For a farmer 
navigating an unsealed rural road, it is not.   

Excluding Rodney from contributing to the CRL’s 
operating costs would not derail the project. Spread 
across Auckland’s urban base, the additional cost per 
household would be thirteen cents a week. For Rodney, 
the relief would be substantial.   

Rodney should not be penalised for infrastructure it 
neither uses nor meaningfully benefits from. Excluding 
Rodney from a 7.9% rate increase is not divisive — it is 
responsible governance.   

Please have your say online at https://akhaveyoursay.
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/ or pop into a library for a 
submission form before 27 March. 

P: 021 285 9900 | www.gregsayers.co.nz
Greg Sayers – Rodney COUNCILLOR

Got council issues? ...

Say it to   
   Sayers

Online video, over the phone, or 
one-on-one bookings available
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Zash Hair
At Zash Hair, we believe special occasions deserve 
hair that feels just as memorable as the moment itself. 
Styling your clip-in hair extensions with us is the perfect 
way to elevate your look for weddings, birthdays, school 
balls, photo shoots, race days, or any event where you 
want to feel confident, polished, and camera-ready.

Clip-in extensions are an amazing option for adding 
instant length, volume, and fullness without the 
commitment of permanent extensions. When styled 
professionally at Zash Hair, they blend seamlessly into 
your natural hair, creating a flawless finish that looks 
and feels effortless. Our experienced stylists take the 
time to customise the placement, curls, waves, or sleek 
styling to suit your hair type, outfit, and the overall vibe 
of your occasion.

Clients are welcome to provide their own clip-in hair 
extensions for their appointment. Whether they 
are extensions you already love or ones purchased 
elsewhere, we will assess them on arrival to ensure 
they are suitable for styling and blending. Our team will 
then work carefully with your natural hair to achieve 
a cohesive, long-lasting result that holds beautifully 
throughout your event.

At Zash Hair, it’s not just about styling hair — it’s about 
creating confidence. From soft romantic waves to 
glamorous volume or smooth, modern finishes, we’ll 
help you feel your absolute best for every special 
moment worth celebrating

Age well -  glow longer

Sarah Tumulty - Functional Skin & Nutrition Practitioner

SWAN Skin Wellbeing & Nutrition – Kumeū

Aging is influenced by inflammation, collagen decline, 
hormonal shifts and oxidative stress — often beginning 
internally long before it shows on the surface.

At SWAN, we take a personalised, non-inflammatory 
approach to skin aging, focusing on strengthening the 
skin and calming the internal drivers that accelerate 
visible change.

Treatments may include:

• Advanced liposomal delivery systems to carry actives 
deeper into the skin • RevitaPen infusion technology 
to enhance penetration of growth factors and DNA 
repair serums — without damaging the barrier • LED Light 
Therapy to calm and stimulate repair • Facial reflexology 
and targeted nutrition to reduce systemic inflammation

If your skin feels dull, thin, reactive or uneven, March is 
the perfect time to reset.

Book your Skin Health Consultation this March and receive 
a complimentary LED upgrade with your first treatment. 
Or experience our Anti-Inflammatory RevitaPen Facial.

SWAN Skin Wellbeing and Nutrition

027-447-3013 www.swanskinandnutrition.com  
By online appointment in Huapai / Kumeū
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Kumeu Library
School and university have 
started up again – and Kumeu 
Library can help you work 
smarter, not harder.   You 
can make your student life 
easier by getting to know the 
free resources and support 
available from your library.  All 

you need to get started is a library card. Unlock a world 
of free resources with just a click of the button or by 
coming in to visit Kumeu Library.  Join online and receive 
your unique number to gain immediate access to our 
extensive eBook collection, online learning modules, 
research databases and other digital resources, then 
bring photo ID to the library to complete your membership 
and borrow physical resources.

And what a range of resources we have.  Explore 
our eCollections to read eBooks, eMagazines and 
eNewspapers, listen to eAudiobooks and podcasts, 
and stream quality local and international movies on 
Beamafilm.  

Your library card also unlocks free access to LinkedIn 
Learning courses on technology, business and creative 
topics, as well as support for grammar, writing and English 
language learning. Specialised databases like ProQuest 
Research Library and Gale Academic Onefile provide 
access to scholarly articles and journals, while BWB Texts 
Collection Online, the Treaty of Waitangi Collection and 
Kura Heritage Collections Online offer unique resources 
for research and heritage projects.

Gale in Context provides balanced information on 
science and current global issues, making complex 
topics easier to understand – browse videos, statistics, 
recent news and academic articles.  This site features 
a topic finder tool so you can find articles closely 
related to your assignment. World Book Discover’s 6-step 
research guide, developed for students with learning 
difficulties or English as a second language, has a user-
friendly database of audio and video content, plus tools 
developed with students’ needs in mind.

Follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
KumeuLibrary) to keep up with all Kumeu Library’s events 
and news.

The Village Market 
Helensville 
Showgrounds
Sunday 15th March 8.30am to 1pm

Enjoy live music from Emilie while you browse our 
tempting selection of stalls. Rest and relax with a coffee 
and a tasty treat while you catch up with friends and 
neighbours. All your favourite stalls will be there – local 
crafts & art, pet health care, jewellery, candles, soaps, 

preserves,  pre-loved, hand 
knits & spinning, indoor & 
outdoor plants, locally grown 
fruit and vegetables, flower 
bouquets, eggs and much 
more.  

No dogs please with the 
exception of assistance dogs. 
Gold coin donation for parking 
– proceeds to the Helensville/
Kaukapakapa scouts and 

St John youth. For more information contact sarah@
riversidecrafts.co.nz

Cat lovers - we need 
your help

The NZ Cat Foundation has 
a sanctuary based in Huapai 
which houses over 150 cats. 
We offer safe sanctuary for 
older, disadvantaged and un-
homeable rescue cats where 
they can live out their lives in 
safety and comfort.  We need 
regular volunteers to help with 
routine chores so our cats can 
enjoy happy, healthy, safe lives.  
We are looking for volunteers 

who are mature, have a sense of responsibility, are good 
team players and dedicated animal lovers. Helping at the 
sanctuary is a popular way to fulfill community service 
hours for Duke of Edinburgh, St John’s, Scouts, Guides, 
church, university, animal sciences studies, etc. We are 
happy to sign off on your hours and provide any needed 
verification of your service. We rely heavily on volunteers 
on a daily basis and desperately need more. 

Financial and food donations are also urgently needed to 
cover vet and other costs associated with our sanctuary. 
The NZ Cat Foundation also supports community Trap-
Neuter-Return programmes and helps feed and care 
for many cats living in the community. Please visit our 
website for more information on volunteering and how to 
donate at www.thenzcatfoundation.org.nz. You can also 
email -  volunteers: volunteer@thenzcatfoundation.org.
nz donations: info@thenzcatfoundation.org.nz.

Zash Hair
HAIR BY CARLA

77 Waitakere Road, Waitakere, Auckland

Phone: 021 814 663 zashhair

027 4473013
www.swanskinandnutrition.com

swan.skinandnutrition@gmail.com
Kumeu, Auckland

Sarah TumultySarah Tumulty
Functional Skincare Practitioner & Nutritionist

Advanced Skin Treatments &
Root Cause Support
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lucky prize. It’s always a hit with 
families and friendly competitors 
alike.

We’re proud to support the 
Kumeu Show and the community 
that supports us year after year. 
Come find us, say hello, enjoy the 
action, and be part of a weekend 
that celebrates everything great 
about Kumeu.

See you at the show , 14-15 March 2026.

Why now is one of 
the best times to 
plan your travel with 
New Zealand’s most 
awarded travel brand 

House of Travel Hobsonville.

March is one of the busiest periods of the year for us as 
a local travel agency. During this month we consistently 
see strong forward bookings — and yes, we already have 
clients securing travel for December 2026 and beyond!

Booking early has real advantages. Travellers gain better 
pricing, more flight availability, preferred seating, and 
the ability to properly compare options rather than 
settling for what is left. In today’s changing economic 
climate, it can also protect you from sudden airline 
tax and surcharge increases, something we have seen 
repeatedly over the past year. 

This is also the season when many travel suppliers 
release their strongest offers. 

In the cruising world this period is known as Wave Season, 
typically running from January to March. Cruise lines 
launch their biggest promotions of the year. While base 
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SeniorNet Kumeu 
SeniorNet Kumeu 
is all about making 
technology friendly, 
fun, and accessible 
for older adults in our 
community. Whether 
you’ve just picked up 
your first smartphone 
or want to master your 
laptop, we’re here to 
help — no judgment, 
no rush. Every month, 
locals gather at our 

friendly sessions to learn everything from online banking 
to staying safe on the internet, all with patient support 
and plenty of laughs along the way.

We believe technology should open doors, not close 
them, and age should never be a barrier to learning 
something new. At SeniorNet Kumeu, you’ll find more than 
just tech advice — you’ll meet new friends, share stories, 
and gain confidence to use digital tools in everyday life.

Curious? Come along and see what we’re about. 
Membership is affordable, and the welcome is always 
warm. Join us and discover just how much you can do. 
We meet at 10.00am on the 1st Wednesday of the month 
at St. Chads Church, 7 Matua Road, Huapai. We would love 
to see you there.

Stihl Shop Kumeu 
proud to support 
exciting attractions at 
the 2026 Kumeu Show

STIHL SHOP Kumeu is thrilled to once again be part 
of the Kumeu Show, one of the region’s most iconic 
community events. As long-time supporters, the Kumeu 
Show is a highlight on our social calendar and a fantastic 
opportunity to connect with the people who make this 
community such a special place to live and work.

This year, we’re proud to be sponsoring not just one, 
but three crowd-pleasing events. The ever-popular 
woodchopping returns with all the power and precision 
spectators love, while lawnmower racing makes its high-
octane debut at the Kumeu Show — a first we’re excited 
to help bring to life. We’re also delighted to continue 
our support of Canopy Carnage, the freestyle tree-
climbing spectacle that made its first appearance last 
year and quickly became a fan favourite. With incredible 
athleticism, creativity, and a touch of daring, it’s an event 
that truly celebrates the spirit of the outdoors.

We’re also excited to be hosting alongside one of our 
favourite suppliers, Masport, who will be showcasing a 
range of their high-quality outdoor power equipment. 
Visitors will be able to get up close with their impressive 

Gravely ride-on mower range, a 
standout for anyone looking to 
take their lawn care to the next 
level.

Of course, it wouldn’t be a STIHL 
SHOP Kumeu event without a bit 
of fun. Our popular Excalisaw 
game will be back!  If you can pull 
the chainsaw from the stump, 
you might just walk away with a 

fares are not always the absolute lowest, the value is 
excellent — often including cabin upgrades, onboard 
credit, Wi-Fi, drinks packages and reduced deposits. 

Guided holiday companies within the TTC family — Insight 
Vacations, Trafalgar, Costsaver and Brendan Vacations , 
also release key promotions around this time, particularly 
for Europe departures. Airlines such as Air New Zealand 
and Qantas often introduce their global fare sales as 
travellers begin planning the year ahead. 

Even if you are not ready to confirm immediately, early 
planning makes a significant difference. It allows time to 
explore options, secure availability and organise a trip 
that suits both your schedule and your budget. 

And let’s face it, nothing gets you through a hump day like 
having a holiday to look forward to! 

Buzz & the team at House of Travel Hobsonville, 

House of Travel Hobsonville 

225 Hobsonville Point Road 

hobsonville@hot.co.nz - 09 416 0700 

Cruise Centre: 144 Hobsonville Point Road | 09 941 3330

NOR-WEST AND KUMEU  
GLASS SERVICES

  

“Specialists in Windscreens & Glazing”
Some of our services include: Residential and Commerical Glass Repairs - 
Automotive Glass Repairs - Cat/Dog Door Installs - Splashbacks - Mirrors - 

Picture Frames - Double Glazing - Caravan and Boat Windows - Car and Truck 
Mirror Repairs - Stonechips

CALL - 09 412 9914 | nwkgs@xtra.co.nz 
9a Weza Lane, Kumeu, Auckland 0810



Country Club Huapai, 23 Vintry Drive, Huapai

You’re warmly invited to join us at our beautiful village for a
fun-filled day of community and celebration!

Enjoy live music, delicious food from our Cafe and food
trucks, vibrant market stalls, and plenty of exciting activities

for all ages.

You’re warmly invited to join us at our beautiful village for a
fun-filled day of community and celebration!

Enjoy live music, delicious food from our Cafe and food
trucks, vibrant market stalls, and plenty of exciting activities

for all ages.

Everyone is welcome - we’d love
to see you there!

Everyone is welcome - we’d love
to see you there!


