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Featuring: 

•	 Freehold
•	 Floor area 162 sqm 
•	 Land area 472 sqm 
•	 3 bedroom
•	 2 bathroom
•	 2 garage 
•	 Gold award winner 2021
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38 Vinistra Rd, Kumeu
Upbeat Urban Family Living at Its Best in Huapai 

This ultra-modern, single-level, award-winning home 
offers the perfect blend of comfort, style, and smart 
design. Surprisingly spacious, with 3 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms, this beautifully appointed home promises a 
true “wow” factor from the moment you arrive. 

If you are a discerning buyer looking for a cleverly 
designed, well-constructed home finished to a high 
standard, 38 Vinistra Road deserves to be at the top of 
your list. Warm timber pavilions welcome you into this 
light-filled, architecturally designed home, where high 
raked ceilings create a sense of space and elegance 
throughout the open-plan kitchen and living area. The 
seamless indoor-outdoor flow is a standout feature, with 
a wrap-around hardwood deck connecting effortlessly to 
both the master suite and secondary bedroom — perfect 
for entertaining or simply relaxing in the sun.

For more information on this property call: 

Graham McIntyre on 027 632 0421  Country Living Realty 
Limited T/A Raine and Horne Kumeu - Hobsonville. 
Licensed REAA (2008).
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Quality storage and 
affordable prices

Life has a way of outgrowing our 
spaces. Whether it’s a growing 
family, a move in the making, 
downsizing, renovating, or simply 
not wanting to part with treasured 
belongings, most of us reach a 
point where we need a little extra 
room.

That’s exactly why we love what 
we do at Country Lane Storage.

We provide a clean, secure and 
easy-to-access place where you can store things that 
matter to you. You pack your unit yourself and secure 
it with your own lock, so only you have access. It’s your 
space, on your terms. With a range of unit sizes available, 
you can rent for the short term or settle in for longer — 
whatever suits your situation.

Our facility has an interesting story. In its earlier days, the 
site was a poultry farm. Today, it has been transformed 
into a modern, purpose-built storage facility with more 
than 75 units. While the buildings have changed, the 
sense of practicality and hard work behind the property 
remains the same.

As a privately owned, family-run business with over 20 
years in the storage industry, we understand that people 
aren’t just storing “things.” They’re storing furniture from 

a first home, business stock, family heirlooms, sporting 
gear, or belongings tied to important life moments. That’s 
why we focus on maintaining a tidy, secure environment 
you can confidently visit any day between 7am and 7pm.

We’re proud to be part of our local community and to 
support the Westpac Helicopter Trust, an organisation 
that plays such a vital role for families across our region.

We are also members of the Self Storage Association 
of Australasia, promoting high standards and 
professionalism within the industry.

If you’re feeling a little short on space, we’d love to help. 
Feel free to phone Elizabeth about your storage needs 
on 0274995471.

Home & Garden
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This well-presented industrial property, located on a 
prominent freehold corner site at Wookey Lane and 
Loft Place, offers excellent street exposure and dual 
access points for operational flexibility. Constructed 
circa 2005/2006, the clear span warehouse features a 
generous stud height of 5.6m to 7.2m, with four motorised 
roller doors leading to a securely fenced yard for easy 
access.

The front office/showroom area is open-plan and 
includes ground-level amenities, while the unconsented 
first-floor offices above are well-fitted with a kitchenette. 
A second amenity block at the rear of the warehouse 
provides the potential for splitting the property into two 
tenancies. 

This versatile industrial property offers an outstanding 
opportunity for owner-occupiers or investors, combining 
functional space with future growth potential.

Property News
The floor area of 843.5m² does not include an 
unconsented first floor office area of 142.10m² currently 
fitted out as very nice offices. 

For more information or to book a viewing, contact our 
West Auckland experts today.
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for sale so we were able to make some purchases. We 
headed off to the Hidden Cafe off the main road to enjoy 
lunch together in their peaceful environment. Following 
that we visited Joy Plants proprietors Terry and Pam 
Hatch and manager Lindsey Hatch have been operating 
Joy Plants for over thirty years. The nursery is situated 
within their gardens, truly a working garden that holds 
some unique treasures. We were able to purchase plants 
there as well so everyone went home happy. 

Feel free to contact any of the committee: Ann 
(0210357406), Gail (021344070), Maree (0274963006), Moira 
(027498154), Monique (021646220), Sandi (0273184514)

Whenuapai Floral and 
Garden Circle

While the Garden Club 
is in recess for winter, 
it is worth mentioning 
the Birthday Lunch 
held recently at 
Huapai. The food, the 
conviviality and the 
service provided by 
the Huapai Golf Club 
apparently combined 
to make a very 
pleasant afternoon. 

Special thanks to Pam and Judy for their planning of the 
event.

Unfortunately, my husband and I were unable to attend 
due to a prior appointment which required parking near 
Norwest Mall in an area which was previously free parking 
but has changed without our awareness of that fact. We 
only realised when the SEVENTY DOLLAR FINE arrived the 
following week in the mail. We had no idea things had 
changed.  The parking down the lower end of Maki Street 
near Farmers had changed from free to pay a while back 
but who was to imagine the powers that be would change 
the rest? Surely some yellow paint on the space with a 
P could have been done to give a warning. So be aware, 
everybody.

With sadness, the passing of Colleen Nixon, a long 
serving member of the club was announced to members. 
The second of the Beaumont twins, after Betty Struthers, 
together over the years they had supplied many 
thousands of plants and seedlings to the Trading Table. 
The women belonged to the family that began Nga Rakau 
Nurseries and were also part of our Garden Club family 
almost from its beginning. 

If you would like to know more about our Club, and wish to 
join us, please phone Judy Garrity on 8335592. Meetings 
are held at 1 p.m. at 41 Waimarie Road, Whenuapai Village, 
on the second Thursday of the month with trips usually 
on the fourth Thursday. Please note our next meeting is 
in September.

Until next time, happy gardening from Mary Anne Clark

Laser Plumbing & 
Roofing Whenuapai

Winter is here and the 
temperature is certainly 
starting to dip. Winter brings 
the magic of roaring fires, 
warm soups, and cosy 
nights in — but it also comes 
with wetter days and chilly 
temperatures. So, how can 
you be plumbing smart this 
winter?

Hot water cylinders - There’s 
nothing worse than waking up 

to no hot water on a cold winter morning. Make sure your 
hot water cylinder is heating efficiently and showing no 
signs of leaking. Even a small drip can lead to dampness, 
water damage, and wasted energy.

Gutters - Blocked gutters are one of the most common 
causes of roof leaks during winter. Clear away leaves and 
debris regularly so rainwater can flow freely and safely 
away from your roof and foundations.

Drains - Slow-draining showers, sinks, or basins can be 
early warning signs of a blockage. Don’t forget to check 
outdoor drains too — backed-up drains can quickly lead 
to flooding during heavy rain.

Leaky taps & toilets - A dripping tap or leaking toilet may 
seem minor, but over time they can waste a surprising 
amount of water - and increase your water bill. Check 
both indoor and outdoor fixtures for leaks and repair 
them before they turn into costly problems.

A little maintenance now can help prevent bigger 
plumbing headaches later — and keep your home warm, 
dry, and comfortable all winter long.

We have an experienced team of plumbers, roofers and 
drainlayers who can help with any of these issues. We 

offer no obligation quotes, so give us a call today.

From plumbing through to roofing, drainage, gas, and 
pumps and drain unblocking, we can offer total solutions.

Contact Laser Plumbing & Roofing Whenuapai today for 
all your service needs on 09-417-0110 or whenuapai@
laserplumbing.co.nz

How to spot drain 
problems early
Most homeowners don’t think much about what’s 
happening underground... until something goes wrong. 
A blocked drain, overflowing gully trap or slow-running 
toilet can quickly turn from a minor inconvenience into 
an expensive and unpleasant problem. That’s where 
underground CCTV inspections come in.

CCTV drain inspections involve sending a specialised 
camera through underground pipes and drainage 
systems to identify issues that can’t be seen from the 
surface. It’s one of the most effective ways to understand 
the condition of a property’s drains without needing to 
dig or guess.

For many homeowners, a CCTV inspection is first 
considered when there’s already an issue. Common 
warning signs include:

- Recurring blocked drains

- Bad smells around the property

- Slow-draining sinks, showers or toilets

- Gurgling sounds in pipes

Home & Garden PROPERTY-HUB.NZ

- Pooling water outside

- Overflowing gully traps 
during heavy rain

In these situations, a 
camera inspection can 
quickly identify the cause 
- it might be tree roots, 
cracked pipes, grease 
build-up, collapsed 
sections or foreign 
objects lodged in the line. 
Rather than repeatedly 
treating the symptoms 
with chemicals, CCTV helps 
pinpoint the real problem 
so it can be properly 

resolved.

But CCTV inspections aren’t only useful when something 
has gone wrong. Many homeowners now use them as 
a preventative maintenance tool to check the overall 
health of their drainage systems before major issues 
develop. Older homes in particular can benefit from 
routine inspections, as ageing pipes may deteriorate 
over time without obvious warning signs above ground.

A CCTV inspection can also be worthwhile:

- Before purchasing a property

- Before subdividing

- After major storms or flooding

- Before landscaping or renovation work

- If large trees are growing near drainage lines

- As part of routine property maintenance

Regular drain flushing combined with CCTV inspections is 
another smart way to keep systems operating properly. 
High-pressure water jetting can remove grease, silt, 
wipes and debris before they turn into stubborn 
blockages, while the camera confirms the pipes have 
been thoroughly cleared and checks for any underlying 
damage.

For local CCTV operators who know what they’re doing, 
please get in touch with the HydroVac team on 0800 493 
768 or service@hydrovac.co.nz

Waimauku Garden Club
For our May Garden Club trip we boarded the coach to 
have an announcement that our planned trip to Gellert 
Nurseries had been canceled due to several of the staff 
being unwell. But never fear, our wonderful committee 
came to the rescue with plan B  the Botanical Gardens 
which was such a treat.  On arrival we had morning tea 
at their lovely Cafe followed by an introductory  talk from 
one of the staff, before venturing out to look at some 
parts of the vast grounds. We got to enjoy the perennial 
beds which were bright and colourful, the edibles also 
herbs and a few of the sculptures but you need hours to 
venture the vast trails .  On Thursdays they have plants 

0800 493 768
www.hydrovac.co.nz

SOLVE YOUR SUMMER STENCHES!
Our friendly and professional wastewater team can 
help you with:

• Irrigation fi eld remediation
• Wastewater treatment system services
• Septic tank empties and services
• Septic tank inspections for council

Our fl eet of vans are fully equipped with stock and tools to allow 
our techs to tackle virtually any task on site and, if not, we can 
usually source the required parts within 24-48 hours.

Call for any wastewater enquiries - we know our stuff!



Did you know? 
Aucklanders face a 7.2% 
increase in household 
water and wastewater 
charges, effective July 1. 

Winter = rain∙ Are you 
making the most of all 
that free water?  Install 
additional water storage 
now, call for your free 
quote. Found a better 
tank price? Let us know. 

We’re committed to offering great value and competitive 
pricing.  Heavy rain is also the perfect reminder to check 
your gutters and drains. Heavy downpours causing 
mayhem? Gutters overflowing? A simple clean-out can 
help prevent blockages, overflows, and costly flood 
damage 

Our experienced team can inspect your existing drainage 
system and identify the cause of poor water flow, 
providing practical solutions to ensure water goes down 
the pipe - not over it

This is what we specialise in: 

- Solving those frustrating drainage issues that cause 
decks to rot, create slippery hazards which send you 
skating, and allow slime and moss to take over your 
outdoor living areas. Whether it’s overflowing gutters, 
blocked drains, or persistent ponding water, we’ll find the 
cause and get it sorted.  

- Is your hot water cylinder overflow dripping? Don’t ignore 
it.  A continuously dripping overflow pipe can waste a 
significant amount of hot water, causing your hot water 
cylinder to work harder and increase your power bill.

- Tiny home septic pump stations – we move Grannie’s 
poos

Smart ways to save this winter:

• Fix small leaks early, they quietly add up fast on the 
power bill

• Slow drains are an early warning sign

• Know where your isolation valves are, quick shut-off can 
prevent serious damage

• Check outdoor taps, hot water overflows, toilets, and 
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pipes for hidden leaks

If all of the above fails, contact the team at KPL. We’re 
here to help with expert advice, inspections, and 
practical solutions. From new plumbing fitouts, plumbing 
maintenance, specialist water pump technicians, 
drainage solutions, new roofs and roof repairs, fabrication 
of made-to-order flashings and emergency callouts, our 
experienced team delivers quality workmanship with 
attention to detail. We also install efficient woodburners 
to keep your home warm this winter.  Consents arranged 
and handled, so you can sit back and enjoy those warm 
winter nights.

156 Main Road, Kumeu | info@kpl.co.nz | 09 412 9108

South Head’s native 
project

A six-year journey has 
ended for South Head’s 
Anne and Andy Holst, 
the latest nursery to 
join Kaipara Moana 
Remediation (KMR) 
whānau. The farming 
couple, who work in 
travel and agricultural 
contracting, began their 

nursery in 2020 and met criteria to grow native plants 
helping reduce sedimentation and siltation in Kaipara 
Harbour. The nursery sits on their 60ha farm 16km from 
Parakai and, while new to the sector, fits alongside their 
Aotea Angus stud of 30 breeding cows, with bulls sold 
annually. Encouraged by Te Awamutu friends with an 
established nursery, they have planted 120,000 natives on 
an 11ha former forestry block.

“We source seeds locally,” they say, using manuka and 
kanuka from nearby farms, roadside coprosma and 
100-year-old Helensville flax. “It’s a bit like children,” Anne 
says. “You give them food, water and shelter and they 
grow.” She adds the reward is seeing plants out on farms 
improving the environment.

The nursery supplies plants for riparian, wetland, shelter 
and revegetation projects. Rodney Local Board chair Guy 
Wishart praised the knowledge at a community open 
day, while KMR’s David McDermott said South Head’s sand 
country is a key catchment area and local plants give 
landowners the best survival rates. 

On KMR-supported 135ha Kaipara Hills farm, Geoff and 
Hayley Clayton faced major slip damage in 2023 after 
185mm of rain in five hours on Auckland Anniversary 
weekend, followed by Cyclone Gabrielle two weeks later. 
Their KMR “Navigator” plan enabled fencing waterways, 
retiring steep land and planting, including 20km fencing 
and 60,000 trees (53,000 natives, 7,000 blackwoods). 
Comvita gifted 2,000 manuka, alongside 5,000 natives in 
2022 and 1,000 funded via Forest Bridge Trust. About 1.5km 
fencing and raceways were destroyed but replaced. They 
aim to retire 80ha, plant 10,000 trees annually for five 
years, leaving 47ha pasture and running 90 beef cattle.
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How to Choose a 
Reliable Painter:
Start with the Bathroom

With so many painting companies out there, finding a 
reliable painter can be difficult. While online reviews and 
recommendations are helpful, they don’t always tell the 
full story.

That’s why we recommend starting small—by painting the 
bathroom first.

Although it’s often the smallest room in the house, it’s 
also one of the most demanding. Humidity, temperature 
changes, and mould make bathrooms the first place 
where paint problems usually appear. If a painter can 
achieve a durable, high-quality finish in a bathroom, it’s a 
good indication of the quality you can expect throughout 
the rest of your home.

At Focus On Painting, we’ve completed hundreds of 
bathroom repaints using a professional system that 
focuses on proper preparation and long-lasting results.

As an added bonus, we are currently offering 15% off all 
interior painting work this winter. This includes bathroom 
painting, wallpaper removal and skim plastering, GIB 
stopping and plastering, and full interior repaints. You’ll 
receive the same premium workmanship and quality 
Dulux and Resene products at a reduced price.

Start with the bathroom—it could be the smartest first 
step to a beautifully painted home.

ANDREW SHONE
CARPENTRY & BUILDING SERVICES

OUR SERVICES

Small alterations
Fencing
Decking
General Building repairs

Free quotes

Ph 021 999 542 or 412 6213 Email shonebuilder@xtra.co.nz

To see recent projects and customer reviews, visit 
facebook.com/focusonpainting. Free quotes are 
available.

Call or text Brad on 021 756 890 or email focusonpainting@
gmail.com.
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Winter DIY projects to 
tackle indoors

Cold, wet days are 
the perfect excuse 
to stay inside and 
finally tackle those 
home projects you’ve 
been putting off. This 
July, make the most 
of your time indoors 
with a few simple 

DIY upgrades that can refresh your space and add real 
value. At Mitre 10 MEGA Westgate & Henderson, we’re your 
local one-stop shop to help you get it done. 

Freshen up with paint

A new coat of paint is one of the easiest ways to 
transform a room. Whether you’re brightening up your 
walls or going for a warmer, more cosy tone, we’ve got 
the colours and tools to match. Winter is a great time for 
indoor painting - just allow a bit of extra drying time and 
keep airflow in mind. 

Get organised

Winter is ideal for decluttering and improving storage. 
Install shelves, update wardrobes, or add practical 
storage solutions to your garage or living spaces. 
From DIY materials to ready-made options, we’ve got 
everything you need to create a more organised home. 

Upgrade your lighting

With shorter days, lighting plays a big role in how your 
home feels. Swap to warm LED bulbs or add lamps to 
create a softer, more inviting atmosphere. It’s a quick and 
affordable change that makes a noticeable difference. 

Fix the little things

Take the time to tick off those small repairs - like fixing 
leaks, tightening handles, or stopping squeaks. These 
quick jobs are easy to complete and help keep your 
home in top shape through the season. 

Start a simple feature project

If you’re feeling motivated, try a small project like floating 
shelves or a feature wall. These are achievable over a 
weekend and can really elevate a room. 

Your winter project starts here

Pop into Mitre 10 MEGA Westgate & Henderson this 
July and chat with our friendly team. We’ll help you get 
everything sorted - so you can stay productive, warm, 
and inspired all winter long.

Mitre 10 MEGA Westgate & Henderson – With you all the 
way.

 
ANYTIME PEST CONTROL

FLIES, ANTS, COCKROACHES, FLEAS

RATS, MICE, SPIDERS, WASPS ETC.

WEEDSPRAYING

KEVIN MORRIS REGISTERED TECHNICIAN

PHONE: 09 411 7400 MOBILE: 027 277 7143

MARK WALLER
M:  021 802 845
E:  mark@wallerprojects.co.nz
A:  The Hangar, Catalina Bay,  
 2/2 Boundary Road, Hobsonville Point
W:  wallerprojects.co.nz

AWARD WINNING DESIGN & BUILD

www.dbh.govt.nz



Creating a home 
for native lizards 
at Waimauku 
Kindergarten
At Waimauku Kindergarten, our tamariki have been busy 
transforming part of our outdoor environment into a 
purpose-built lizard garden. This exciting project began 
when the children showed a keen interest in the wildlife 
that shares our kindergarten grounds and wanted to 
learn more about how they could help protect and 
support native creatures.

From concept to creation, our tamariki have played a 
leading role in every stage of the project. They began by 
drawing detailed plans for the garden, sharing their ideas 
about what a lizard-friendly habitat might need. Through 
discussion, research, and hands-on exploration, they 
learned about the importance of shelter, warmth, food 
sources, and protection from predators. Together, they 
used this knowledge to help design a space that will 
support native skinks and other local wildlife.

As the garden has taken shape, children have been 
actively involved in digging, planting, moving materials, 
and creating sheltered spaces for lizards to thrive. 
Along the way, they have developed an understanding 
of biodiversity, conservation, sustainability, and 
kaitiakitanga – our responsibility to care for the natural 
world. They have also strengthened their skills in 
collaboration, problem-solving, communication, and 
perseverance as they worked together to bring their 

ideas to life. This project forms part of our ongoing 
commitment to the EnviroSchools programme and our 
journey as a kindergarten that values environmental 
stewardship and sustainability. Through the support 
of our Kaitiaki Kindergarten Association, we have been 
able to participate in the Kaipātiki Project, providing 
meaningful opportunities for tamariki to learn about 
protecting native wildlife and restoring local ecosystems. 
Through real-life experiences such as this, children 
are discovering that their actions can make a positive 
difference to the environment and the creatures that 
call it home.

The lizard garden is just one example of the rich, child-
led learning experiences that happen every day at 
Waimauku Kindergarten. We are incredibly proud of the 
creativity, teamwork, and dedication our tamariki have 
shown throughout this project.

If you would like to see more of what our kindergarten 
gets up to, we warmly invite you to come and visit. We 
would love to show you around, share our learning 
journey, and showcase the exciting opportunities our 
tamariki experience every day.

Young Learners
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Buy right, buy once

When buying a new mower, choosing based on price 
alone can be a costly mistake. While budget is important, 
selecting the right mower for your property will ensure 
better performance and long-term value.

Key factors to consider include the size and terrain 
of your lawn, the type of grass, your preferred power 
source, and whether you want to catch clippings or 
mulch them. With so many options available, finding the 
right fit can be challenging.

The team at Hibiscus Outdoors can help you compare 
the pros and cons of different models and recommend 
the best mower for your needs. With a wide range of 
push, self-propelled, robot and ride-on mowers in store, 
it’s easy to explore your options. As an independent 
retailer, they focus on finding the right solution for you, 
not promoting a particular brand.

Visit the Hibiscus Outdoors team at unit 8, 30 Foundry 
Road, Silverdale, to discuss your requirements and to 
check out their ‘wall of mowers’.

NOR-WEST AND KUMEU  
GLASS SERVICES

  

“Specialists in Windscreens & Glazing”
Some of our services include: Residential and Commerical Glass Repairs - 
Automotive Glass Repairs - Cat/Dog Door Installs - Splashbacks - Mirrors - 

Picture Frames - Double Glazing - Caravan and Boat Windows - Car and Truck 
Mirror Repairs - Stonechips

CALL - 09 412 9914 | nwkgs@xtra.co.nz 
9a Weza Lane, Kumeu, Auckland 0810

Spaces available
Discover the Kaitiaki  Kindergarten difference

Phone: 09 411 8890

Time for a service?
Need an engine repaired? 

Call 09 9063777 BOOK
NOW

BBQS

RETAIL STORE + SERVICE CENTRE

Ride On Mowers

Rotary Mowers

Outdoor Power Equipment 
Service and Repairs
Lifestyle Products

Hibiscus Outdoors is your locally
owned and operated retail store and
service centre.  Our mechanics are
here to service your small engine
equipment and ride-on mowers.
Don’t wait until next spring, book your
service and repair work in now and
beat the rush!

 09 906 3777 Hibiscusoutdoors.co.nzUnit 8, 30 Foundry Road, Silverdale

Graham McIntyre
Licensed Agent
Kumeu | Hobsonville

027 632 0421
graham.mcintyre@hobsonville.rh.co.nz

rh.co.nz/Kumeu
Raine & Horne New Zealand PTY Ltd 
Licensed REAA(2008)
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Aged care
Winter is the perfect 
time to get your gear 
checked 
Winter often means spending a little more time indoors, 
making it the perfect opportunity to give your mobility 
equipment the attention it deserves. At Kiwi Rehabilitation, 
we’re here to help keep you mobile, comfortable, and 
confidently independent all year round.

Whether you’re looking for a new mobility solution, need 
repairs or servicing, want to hire equipment during 
recovery, or are searching for a more budget-friendly 
option, our experienced team is ready to help.

Did you know we buy and refurbish pre-loved mobility 
equipment? By giving quality products a second life, 
we’re helping make mobility solutions more accessible 
while reducing waste. If you have equipment you’re no 
longer using or you’re considering an upgrade, we’d love 
to hear from you.

From mobility scooters and wheelchairs to lift chairs, 
walkers, walking sticks, and daily living aids, we offer 
a wide range of products available for both hire and 
purchase.

Winter is also an ideal time to stay on top of maintenance. 
If your equipment needs a little TLC, our skilled technicians 
can help with everything from routine servicing and 
battery replacements to tyre repairs, faulty lights, and 
more complex repairs. Taking care of small issues now 
can help keep your equipment running safely and reliably 
when you need it most.
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No matter where you are on your mobility journey, you 
can count on the friendly team at Kiwi Rehabilitation 
for expert advice, quality products, and personalised 
support.

Get in touch with us today or visit our website to learn 
more. Because at Kiwi Rehabilitation, “He Tangata – it is 
people”, and people will always come first.

www.kiwirehab.co.nz

027 244 2443

sales@kiwirehab.co.nz

Celebrating Matariki: 
A Time to Remember, 
Reflect and Renew
Matariki marks the Māori New Year in Aotearoa New 
Zealand and signals a season of reflection, celebration, 
and new beginnings. As the Matariki star cluster rises in 
the winter sky, it invites us to pause and acknowledge the 
past, appreciate the present, and look ahead with hope.

Made up of nine stars, each with its own significance and 
connection to the natural world, Matariki has traditionally 
guided planting, harvesting, and fishing, helping 
communities understand the rhythms of the seasons 
and their environment. Together, the stars remind us of 
the importance of whānau, wellbeing, food, freshwater, 
caring for our environment, and nurturing our hopes and 
aspirations for the future.

Today, Matariki is celebrated across New Zealand through 
festivals, storytelling, music, kapa haka, shared meals, 
and community gatherings. It offers an opportunity for 
people to deepen their understanding of te ao Māori 
and embrace the values at the heart of Matariki — 
remembrance, gratitude, and renewal.

At Gumboots, one of the highlights of our year — 
especially for our older tamariki — is our annual Matariki 
Disco. This much-loved event brings our whānau together 
to connect, share kai, and kanikani the night away. It is 
a special time to come together as a community, gaze 

at the sparkling stars above, remember those who are 
no longer with us, celebrate the present, and share our 
dreams and aspirations for the year ahead.

In the lead-up to our celebration, our tamariki enjoy a 
variety of meaningful experiences. They create beautiful 
artwork inspired by Matariki, bake delicious treats to 
share with friends and whānau, and help prepare and 
plant our gardens for the season ahead. Through these 
activities, they develop a deeper connection with nature, 
express their creativity, and gain an appreciation for the 
traditions and values that Matariki represents.

Above all, Matariki reminds us of the importance of 
togetherness, reflection, and hope. It encourages us 
to celebrate how far we have come, cherish the people 
around us, and look forward to the future with optimism 
and gratitude.

How will you and your whānau be celebrating Matariki this 
year?

Young LearnersYoung Learners
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Celebrating King’s 
Birthday at Craigweil 
House
Residents and staff at Craigweil House Home & Hospital 
recently came together to celebrate King’s Birthday with 
a festive afternoon filled with fun, music, and delicious 
treats.

Our dedicated staff put in a wonderful effort decorating 
the facility with themed decorations, helping to create a 
warm and celebratory atmosphere for everyone to enjoy. 
Residents were also treated to a special afternoon tea 
featuring a selection of tasty goodies prepared for the 
occasion.

The celebration was made even more special as it 
coincided with our regular Happy Hour. Residents enjoyed 
relaxing with friends while listening to live music from 
Joe Fingers, who entertained everyone with a fantastic 
selection of familiar songs. Many residents sang along, 
tapped their feet, and shared happy memories inspired 
by the music.

It was a wonderful afternoon of celebration and 
companionship. Thank you to our staff for organising 
the event and to Joe Fingers for providing fantastic 
entertainment.

Come and have a look at what we have to offer, meet 
our friendly team, and see firsthand the activities, care, 
and companionship that make Craigweil House a special 
place to call home. We would be delighted to show you 
around. 

PH 094208277

Grey Power elects 
David Marshall as 
National President

Grey Power NZ Federation 
has elected David Marshall 
as its new National President, 
with the experienced Grey 
Power leader calling for a 
stronger national voice for 
senior New Zealanders as 
the country faces major 
debates over retirement 
income, healthcare, housing 

and the cost of living.

Marshall was elected at Grey Power’s annual meeting 
following more than a decade of service within the 
organisation and extensive leadership experience in 
community advocacy, local government and the private 
sector. “Grey Power has a vital role to play in ensuring the 
voices of older New Zealanders are heard by politicians, 
policymakers and the wider community,” Marshall says. 

“I am passionate about building a stronger, more 
sustainable organisation that can continue to advocate 
effectively for older people in a rapidly changing 
environment. We must ensure Grey Power remains the 
recognised and respected champion for senior New 
Zealanders.”  Marshall says one of the most significant 
issues facing Grey Power during his presidency would 
be the growing debate over the future of New Zealand 
Superannuation. “Decisions made over the next few 
years could have profound implications for both current 
and future retirees. Grey Power intends to be at the 
forefront of that discussion and ensure the views of 
older New Zealanders are heard. 

“This debate is already underway within Grey Power, 
and I encourage all those 50+ year olds approaching 

retirement to join their local association so they too can 
contribute their views on what sustainable retirement 
income should look like.”  He says Grey Power will also 
focus on growing membership, improving member 
services and continuing to modernise the organisation’s 
systems and processes. 

“Research shows there is strong support for Grey 
Power’s mission among older New Zealanders who are 
not currently members. We need to better connect with 
those people and demonstrate the value of collective 
advocacy on the issues that matter most to seniors.” 

Having served as Grey Power’s National Vice-President 
since 2023, Marshall has played a leading role in 
strengthening the organisation’s advocacy, modernising 
its communications and improving its public profile. 

He joined the Tauranga and Western Bay of Plenty 
Association in 2015, serving as vice-president for more 
than seven years before being elected to the national 
board as a zone representative in 2020. He currently 
chairs Grey Power’s retirement income and taxation 
portfolio and the organisation’s marketing committee.

 Marshall is spearheading the development of a pilot 
project for older retirees currently unable to downsize 
from three-to-four bedroom homes in their local 
community, due to lack of access to bridging finance. 

Before retiring to the Bay of Plenty, Marshall enjoyed 
a diverse career spanning education, healthcare 
marketing and consulting, including senior international 
roles in New Zealand, Australia and Germany. He served as 
a district councillor, hearings commissioner, community 
trust leader and volunteer mentor.  Marshall will be 
supported by the Grey Power board comprising Carolyn 
Bates, Nerrily Frith, Lew Findlay (treasurer), Terry King, 
Bill Obers, Graeme Peters (vice president), and Margaret 
Sole (national secretary).  Grey Power New Zealand 
represents tens of thousands of older New Zealanders 
through its nationwide network of local associations. The 
organisation advocates on issues including retirement 
income, healthcare, housing, transport, energy costs 
and the rights and wellbeing of older people.

Aged Care
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fitness. She loves weight training, attending spin classes, 
and embracing all aspects of health and wellbeing. Family 
is also incredibly important to her, and she treasures 
spending time with her two boys, Zack and Ash. Together 
they enjoy making memories, exploring new places, and 
enjoying holidays whenever possible.

Carla is also happiest by the water, spending time at 
the beach, soaking up the sunshine, and enjoying the 
outdoors with family and friends. At Zash Hair, we are 
incredibly grateful for the loyalty and support of our 
wonderful existing clients. Your continued trust means 
the world to us. We are also excited to welcome new 
clients to the salon and invite you to experience the 
warm, professional service that makes Zash Hair such a 
special place. 

We look forward to seeing you in the salon soon.

Zash Hair, 77 Waitakere Road Waitakere Ph-  021814663

Confused about skin? 
Start here 
If you have ever looked at your skin and thought, “I’d love to 
improve this, but I have no idea what treatment I actually 
need,” you are not alone, and we’d love to help. Skincare 
and skin treatments often feel overwhelming. There are 
endless products, devices and marketing claims, making 
it hard to know what is genuinely right for your skin. At 

Restore Cosmed, our role is to help you cut through the 
confusion and make a clear, safe and evidence-based 
plan.

Restore Cosmed is your local doctor-led skin and 
laser clinic, based in Huapai and led by Dr Cherie, an 
award-winning cosmetic medicine doctor and national 
trainer. Our approach is warm, approachable and never 
intimidating. You do not need to know what treatment 
you need before booking.

Every treatment journey starts with understanding. In 
your consultation, we take time to listen, assess your 
skin properly, explain what is happening, and talk you 
through suitable options. From there, we develop a plan 
that works for you and your goals, with clear advice and 
realistic expectations.

One of the things our patients value most is continuity of 
care. At Restore Cosmed, you know who you are seeing 
and who is taking care of you. We get to know your skin, 
your goals and your preferences over time, so your care 
feels personal, considered and never one-size-fits-all.

If you have a skin concern, we encourage you to reach 
out. We commonly help with redness, pigmentation, sun 
damage, acne, rosacea, melasma, scarring, texture, 
general skin health, ageing well, unwanted hair, tattoo 
removal, hair restoration, skin checks and more.

We are currently running 25% off laser packages 
this month. So if you’ve been on the fence, let 
this be your sign to come in for a consultation. 
Restore Cosmed is located at 20 Matua Rd, Huapai.  
Book at www.restorecosmed.co.nz.

Support Ageing Skin 
Today 

Sarah Tumulty – Functional Skincare 
Practitioner. SWAN Skin Wellbeing & 
Nutrition – Kumeū 

Many people believe that once 
wrinkles, thinning skin and loss 
of firmness appear, there’s little 
that can be done. The truth is that 
while ageing is a natural process, 
the skin has an incredible capacity 
to respond when given the right 

support. As we age, our skin naturally becomes thinner 
and produces less collagen and elastin. Hormonal 
changes, sun exposure, inflammation, stress and 
lifestyle factors can all contribute to fine lines, dryness, 
loss of radiance, slower skin repair and changes in 
facial volume. One of the biggest misconceptions about 
ageing skin is that it is only influenced by the products 
we apply. In reality, factors such as nutrition, gut health, 
inflammation, stress, sleep, hormones and sun exposure 
can all influence how our skin ages. Supporting these 
foundations can help the skin function more effectively 
and maintain its resilience over time. Not all skincare 
works in the same way. As skin ages, its ability to repair 
and renew can slow. This is why I focus on ingredients 
that support skin function, such as retinaldehyde (a 
gentle yet effective form of Vitamin A), growth factors 
found in StemFactor to support skin repair, and liposomal 
delivery systems that help beneficial ingredients 
reach where they are needed most. Professional 
treatments can further support skin vitality. RevitaPen 
Infusion treatments enhance ingredient delivery, while 

Exosome Infusions help support skin renewal and repair. 
Liposomal Infusions use advanced delivery systems to 
help key ingredients penetrate more effectively where 
they are needed most. For those experiencing loss of 
facial volume, my Fat Pad Support Protocol helps nourish 
and support the skin’s structure from inside. Most 
importantly, it’s never too late to start. Healthy ageing 
isn’t about looking younger—it’s about helping your skin 
remain healthy, strong and radiant at every stage of life. 
To learn more, book a Skin Consultation or Skin Analysis 
appointment and discover how an inside-out approach 
can support your skin at any age. 

Meet Carla from Zash 
Hair

Welcome to Zash Hair, where beautiful 
hair, personalised service, and a 
friendly salon experience come 
together. At the heart of Zash Hair is 
Carla, a passionate and dedicated 
hairdresser who loves helping her 
clients look and feel their absolute 
best.

With years of experience in the hair 
industry, Carla is committed to creating 

styles that suit each client’s individual personality, 
lifestyle, and hair goals. Whether you’re looking for a 
fresh cut, stunning colour, a complete transformation, or 
simply some professional hair advice, Carla takes pride 
in delivering exceptional results and ensuring every visit 
is enjoyable and relaxing. When she’s not in the salon, 
Carla enjoys an active lifestyle and has a real passion for 

Health & Beauty
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027 4473013
www.swanskinandnutrition.com

swan.skinandnutrition@gmail.com
Kumeu, Auckland

Sarah TumultySarah Tumulty
Functional Skincare Practitioner & Nutritionist

Advanced Skin Treatments &
Root Cause Support

Zash Hair
HAIR BY CARLA

77 Waitakere Road, Waitakere, Auckland

Phone: 021 814 663 zashhair
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Sayers says it
By Rodney Councillor Greg 
Sayers

Where Does the Money Go? 
Each year, Rodney residents 
receive higher rates bills to help 
fund Auckland’s growing needs. 
We are told these rates support 
transport, parks, libraries, 

environmental programmes, community facilities and 
regional infrastructure. Yet one simple question remains 
unanswered: how much of Rodney’s rates revenue is 
actually spent back in Rodney? 

As your elected Council representative, I have repeatedly 
asked Auckland Council for a clear breakdown comparing 
the rates collected from Rodney with the amount 
invested back into Rodney. Despite these requests, no 
straightforward answer has been provided. 

While Council publishes information on local board 
budgets, projects and regional programmes, the key 
figure ratepayers would reasonably expect to see is 
missing: what Rodney contributes versus what Rodney 
receives. Council staff argue this is difficult because 
many services cross Local Board boundaries. I do not 
accept that explanation. Large organisations routinely 
allocate costs across regions and business units. 
Auckland Council should be able to provide a basic 
breakdown of rates collected and expenditure by area, 
eg: for Kumeu, Helensville, or Riverhead, etc 

Ratepayers deserve transparency. They should be 
able to see how much is collected locally, how much is 
reinvested locally and how much is allocated to regional 
activities. 

Disappointingly, there has been little political appetite 
among the majority of councillors to demand this 
information. Yet accountability is essential, particularly 
as rates continue to rise. Council must focus on 
delivering value and prioritising essential services. 
Rodney is one of Auckland’s fastest-growing areas, 
requiring infrastructure, roads, community facilities, 
environmental protection and common-sense flood 
protection. Without clear information, residents are left 
to speculate. Transparency would replace assumptions 
with facts and allow an informed discussion about 
whether Rodney is receiving a fair return on its rates 

contribution. Rodney residents are not seeking special 
treatment. I am simply asking for accountability, 
transparency and an answer to a straightforward 
question from Council: where does Rodney’s money go?

Jools Topp tribute 
Former Helensville resident Jools 
Topp died on May 23 aged 68.  She 
had breast cancer for more than 20 
years. 

Dame Julie Bethridge Topp (Jools) 
lived in the Helensville area for 
about 17 years and was heavily 
involved with horses, helping train 
and rehabilitate them. 

Geoff Dobson interviewed her shortly after her breast 
cancer diagnosis in October 2006. Jools was a Topp Twin 
with identical twin Lynda, performing political protest 
songs and featuring on television.  

Documentary “The Topp Twins: Untouchable Girls” aired in 
2009 and another is expected next year. They also wrote 
various books, including memoirs in 2003 and 2023. Born 
in Huntly on May 14, 1958, the Topp twins grew up on the 
family farm and performed from the age of five. 

The Topp Twins did comedy and music for about 40 years 
from the 1970s in Christchurch and Auckland, moving to 
Auckland in the 1980s, becoming among the best-known 
Kiwi entertainers.  Lynda was also diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 2021. 

Donations can be made to West Auckland Hospice. 

July at Kumeu Arts 
July is packed with creativity at 
Kumeū Arts. Join us on 18 July 
for a live performance by the 
incredible Fables. We’re also 
celebrating the 2026 Matariki 
theme, Matariki herenga waka 
– “Matariki, the gathering 
of canoes” with a special 

members’ exhibition in our Main Gallery. Our opening 
night is a chance to connect with the community, and 
everyone is welcome. Enjoy interactive whānau-friendly 
activities that continue throughout the school holidays. 
In the Pod Gallery, browse our Silent Art Auction featuring 
works generously donated by local artists. It’s a fantastic 
opportunity to purchase quality artwork at affordable 
prices while supporting Kumeū Arts. Also this month, 
emerging local artist Nico Harrison takes over the Pip 
Window Gallery with a striking new exhibition. Creative 
Matters will be running two weeks of fun school holiday 
workshops – book early to secure your child’s place. Visit 
our website or drop in to learn more.

Health & Beauty
Is your skin feeling the 
change of season?

As winter settles in, you may notice 
your skin beginning to feel drier, tighter 
or more sensitive than usual. Cooler 
temperatures, wind, indoor heating and 
long hot showers can all affect the skin’s 
natural protective barrier, meaning the 
products and routine that worked well 
during summer may no longer be giving 
your skin what it needs.

At lovesoul beauty & spa studio, we 
believe winter skincare is not simply about applying a 
heavier moisturiser. It is about understanding what is 
happening within your skin and choosing treatments 
and products that help restore hydration, comfort and 
resilience. A professional facial can provide a much-
needed boost during the colder months, while also giving 
your therapist an opportunity to assess any seasonal 
changes in your skin. Small adjustments to your home 
routine - such as using a gentler cleanser, adding extra 
hydration or introducing a nourishing facial oil can also 
make a noticeable difference.

Winter is often a season when we naturally slow down, 
making it the perfect time to give your skin and body 
some extra care. Whether that means booking a relaxing 
facial or massage, reviewing your skincare routine, or 
simply creating a few more moments of rest at home, 
looking after yourself does not need to wait for a special 
occasion. The team at lovesoul is always happy to help 
you choose treatments and products suited to your 

individual needs.

lovesoul beauty & spa studio. 09-411 5226- Waimauku 
Village. Book online at lovesoul.co.nz

Ask Dr. Heather
Someone told me to wait 
until winter before booking a 
chemical peel. Is that true?  
Anon, Huapai.

Mostly, yes.  The cooler 
months can be a good time for 
certain skin treatments, but 
not because there is anything 
magical about the season.  The 

main reason is sunlight.  Treatments such as chemical 
peels can make the skin more sensitive.  Winter usually 
means less intense sun exposure and fewer long days 
outside, which can make aftercare easier, however that 
does not mean you can forget sunscreen.  We all need 
daily SPF, especially after treatments that affect the skin 
barrier.  Winter light may feel softer, but UV exposure 
doesn’t disappear just because the weather is cold.

I also find winter a useful time to reset the skin.  Many 
people come in with dullness, congestion, uneven 
texture, pigmentation or dryness that has built up over 
time.  A carefully chosen chemical peel can help refresh 
the skin surface by stimulating regeneration of baby skin 
cells.

So yes, the advice has truth behind it.  Winter can be a 
good window for skin treatments such as chemical peels 
because the timing often suits recovery with less time 
spent outside.  It should not however be treated as a 
seasonal sales push by injectors.  The right treatment 
still depends on your skin, your goals and what your 
skin can safely tolerate. If you are unsure, start with a 
consultation with an injector you trust.  A good plan 
should feel measured, not rushed.

Dr. Heather Anderson is a Cosmetic and Emergency 
Doctor who practises in her own clinic at ALLOR Cosmetic 
Medicine in Whenuapai and features in the All or Nothing 
Podcast where she discusses self-worth and other 
aspects of cosmetic medicine (available on Spotify, 
Youtube and iHeartRadio). If you have a question you 
would like answered anonymously, email askdrheather@
allor.co.nz

P: 021 285 9900 | www.gregsayers.co.nz
Greg Sayers – Rodney COUNCILLOR

Got council issues? ...

Say it to   
   Sayers

Online video, over the phone, or 
one-on-one bookings available

Skin Consultations
Waxing and Tinting

lovesoul.co.nz  *  09 411-5226  *  hello@lovesoul.co.nz
8 Waimauku Station Road

Walk-ins welcome

Massage and Facials
Manicures and Pedicures

Beauty & spa studio

Gift Vouchers Available

Your Sanctuary for skin, self & soul
 Holistic beauty + wellness in the heart of Waimauku
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Waimauku West: too 
big, too fast
You may have heard that a large-scale development is 
being fast-tracked for Waimauku, but do you know what 
this means for our community?

Home to around 1,400 people, Waimauku currently 
has about 500 houses. The proposed Waimauku West 
development is over 2,000 additional houses – more than 
4x the size of the existing township.

The Waimauku West proposal raises real concerns 
about flooding, traffic, and other infrastructure systems 
already under pressure across the northwest area. 
Concerns that haven’t been addressed with many locals 
believe this development is too big and happening too 
fast for the area’s infrastructure to support.

The additional stormwater runoff will impact waterways 
across Waimauku, Huapai, Kumeu, Taupaki and Helensville, 
increasing flood risk across the wider area. Recent 
weather events show we’re already dealing with more 
extreme conditions, not less.

Whether you live, work or travel through this part 
of Rodney, you will feel the impact. SH16 is already 
congested, and this proposal will mean residents, 
freight, business operators, and visitors will spend more 
time stuck in traffic.

This isn’t about preventing growth, it’s about getting it 
right the first time. The fast-track process does not allow 
normal community consultation. Only neighbours or 
community groups can provide objections or feedback 
into the proposed development. Our views matter and 
the only way to protect our community is for us all to 
stand together to oppose the current development. We 
need to be united in drawing a line in the sand.

We’re making progress – more than 200 people attended 
meetings, and the Waimauku Community Association 
now has over 400 members.  To have a powerful impact, 
we need a strong voice through our association. Please 
visit www.waimauku.org.nz to sign up, and to learn more 
about the Waimauku West fast-track proposal and what 
you can do. By the Waimauku Community Association.

Map of Waimauku West site vs Waimauku township
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Kumeu Library
July’s winter school holidays 
are almost here, and Kumeu 
Library is your go-to local 
destination for free, family-
friendly fun.  Join us daily at 
10:30am for engaging activities 
such as a Kahoot! quiz, 
mandala fish craft, bat-themed 

fun, and creating with air-dried clay.  All activities are 
suitable for school-aged children.  On Tuesday mornings, 
enjoy a PG rated movie screening at 10.30am with 
complimentary popcorn, while all week long you can drop 
in for colouring, puzzles, and our ever-popular scavenger 
hunts – available all day, every day.  Make the most of the 
free fun at Kumeu Library in the school holidays—come 
and discover everything your local library has to offer.

Winter is the ideal season for all of us to slow down and 
enjoy a great read, no matter our age. Kumeu Library 
has an extensive collection - whether you’re looking for 
engaging fiction, practical guides, or fresh inspiration for 
travel or gardening, you’re sure to discover something 
great.  Prefer to stay in?  Our eCollections are available 
anytime, so you can enjoy the library from the comfort 
of home.

Save the date:   Kumeu Library is hosting a Falls Prevention 
Workshop on Thursday 13 August at 10:30am.  Staying 
steady on your feet is key to maintaining independence, 
and many falls can be prevented.  This free session led by 
a Harbour Sport Community Strength & Balance Trainer 
will give you practical tips to support your strength and 
balance.   Put the date in your calendar and join us for 
this free workshop.

Keep up to date with all Kumeu Library’s news and events 
by following us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
kumeulibrary).

Catz Kumeu show 
David Crymble (NZCF), 
pictured, was among three 
judges (including two 
from Australia) at the Catz 
Incorporated show in the 
Kumeu Community Centre on 
Sunday, May 24. 

He uses a pheasant’s 
tail feather to hold cats’ 

attention while he examines them. Catz Inc show manager 
John Maclean says about 58 cats were in the BlackHawk-
sponsored show, visited by hundreds of people. 

Cats included Ragdoll, British, Oriental, Temple, Abyssinian 
and Siamese. 

Catz Inc shows are held in Kumeu about once a month, 
the next on Sunday, July 19. 

Visit the Catz Inc Facebook page for more information.

Time for a check-up?
Bowel health is a topic that many avoid, yet silence 
around it can have deadly consequences. June marked 
Bowel Cancer Awareness Month in New Zealand, but the 
message remains the same. Waitematā Endoscopy is 
proud to support efforts to break the “poo taboo” and 
encourage open conversations about symptoms, risk 
factors, and early action.

New Zealand has one of the highest rates of bowel 
cancer in the world, where it is the second leading cause 
of cancer death, with more than 3,000 diagnoses and 
over 1,200 deaths each year.

Despite this, awareness remains low, and one of the 
biggest barriers is not a lack of knowledge about the 
disease itself, but discomfort around talking about bowel 
habits. Blood in the stool, changes in bowel motion, 
abdominal discomfort, or unexplained fatigue are often 
dismissed or self-managed in silence. Many people hope 
symptoms will settle on their own, but persistent change 
is never something to ignore.

Breaking the “poo taboo” is not about creating alarm, it 
is about creating openness. Normalising conversations 
about bowel health allows symptoms to be addressed 
earlier, investigations to happen sooner, and outcomes 
to improve. In many cases, early assessment leads to 
reassurance. In others, it allows pre-cancerous changes 
to be identified and treated before they progress. No 
one ever died of embarrassment, but they do die of 

bowel cancer.

A colonoscopy is a common and safe procedure that 
allows us to investigate the inside of the bowel and 
remove pre-cancerous polyps at the same time. It is one 
of the most effective tests available for both diagnosing 
and preventing bowel cancer at an early, and often 
preventable stage.

At Waitematā Endoscopy, we aim to make taking a 
proactive approach to your bowel health easy. Our 
experienced team will help to put you at ease when 
it comes to your endoscopy. Take a virtual tour of the 
patient journey and our clinic for an insight of what to 
expect at www.waitemataendoscopy.co.nz/locations 

Dr John Perry

Gastroenterologist and Endoscopist

Waitematā Endoscopy

are dedicated to exceptional 
patient care
With increased capacity, Waitemata Endoscopy 
 offers greater access to a group of experienced  
  Gastroenterologists and Surgeons, dedicated 
   to providing quality and compassionate care.

     Appointments are available within 7 working days
      for a Colonoscopy or Gastroscopy by matching you                
      with the availability of our Specialists.
     
         Talk to your GP about a referral to the Waitemata       
           Endoscopy Group, or you can self-refer via:

           

Or call us on (09) 925 4449

      // 53 Lincoln Rd, Henderson
    // 212 Wairau Rd, Wairau Valley

a joint venture with Southern Cross Healthcare

Dr John Perry
Gastroenterologist & Endoscopist

Scan the QR 
code to view Dr 
Perry’s video on 

Bowel Cancer
www.waitemataendoscopy.co.nz/referrals 

Solan Drive 
Reserve

77 Solan Drive Provisional  
SW Pond Reserve

Solan Drive

Freshfields Road

Waimauku

SH16

Kaipara River 
Waimauku

Waimauku Railway 
Station

895 State Highway 
16 Waimauku

SH16

SH16

SH16

Glasgow Park

Waimauku 
School

Waimauku West: Fast Track Development
The 2000+ housing development would increase Waimauku’s population by 500%.

Waimauku 
Shops

Join ‘Waimauku 
Community 
Association’ 
to oppose this. 
waimauku.org.nz
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Community fundraising 
delivers lifesaving AED 
for Taupaki

The Taupaki Hall is now the 
home to a new Automated 
External Defibrillator (AED), 
thanks to the fundraising 
efforts of a local Taupaki 
resident, along with 
generous sponsorships 
and community donations. 

The installation marks an 
important step in improving public safety at the popular 
community park, which is regularly used by families, 
sports teams, walkers, and visitors from across the 
area. The AED will provide immediate access to lifesaving 
equipment in the event of a sudden cardiac arrest, where 
every minute can make a critical difference. 

Funds for the AED were raised through generous 
donations from local residents, local businesses, and two 
main sponsors, Drain Ninjas and NumberWorks’nWords 
Tutoring, highlighting the strong community spirit within 
Taupaki and the wider Kumeū district. 

The organiser, Una, a Taupaki resident, said the project 
was driven by a shared commitment to ensuring the park 

remains a safe and well-equipped space for everyone.

“Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
fundraising effort and supported the installation 
process,” the organiser said.

On June 6th, the AED was installed and unveiled on the 
Taupaki hall across from the Taupaki Park and available 
for use in an emergency while waiting for ambulance 
services to arrive. Contact: Kyra Shaw-Toomey

kyra@rodneycommunity.org.nz

The Village Market 
Helensville 
Showgrounds
Sunday 19th July 8.30am to 1pm

We have a special treat this month with live music from 
our very own Sharon from Jumbuck Carding and band The 
Doona’s. Come ready to dance the morning away to all 
your rock & roll favourites and more, or just come along 
to enjoy a coffee and something tasty from the market 
café while you explore the locally produced goods and 
meet the creators – everything from crochet to a baby 
barn.

There’s plenty of fresh seasonal fruit and veg too plus 

plants, preserves, flowers and 
more. If you’re looking for a 
bargain check out the Lions 
books and our car boot area – 
something for everyone.

No dogs please with the 
exception of assistance 

dogs. Gold coin donation for parking – proceeds to the 
Helensville/Kaukapakapa scouts and St John youth. For 
more information contact sarah@riversidecrafts.co.nz 

Chris Penk
Chris Penk - MP for Kaipara Ki Mahurangi

Driving through our foggy district recently has given me 
more than one prompt to think about the future, and a 
reminder of the confidence that being able to see where 
you’re headed can bring. As your local representative, my 
goal isn’t to pretend I have a crystal ball but rather to work 
directly alongside you so we look ahead and ensure our 
community actively participates in steering and shaping 
our future. 

With this in mind, a major topic locally continues to be 
the proposed Waimauku West Development. As your local 
MP, I don’t have a role as a decision-maker in resource 
consent processes, but I certainly play a role in reflecting 
the views of our communities to those who do make the 
calls. As such, and as you may have heard, I have drafted 
a letter to the Fast Track consenting panel to firmly 
express my view that any new development in northwest 
Auckland must properly account for historic flooding 
risks, local issues like school and transport demands, 
and the heavy cost of supporting infrastructure. 

Beyond infrastructure, it’s been a busy and rewarding 
month connecting with locals and after putting out the 
call for more local JPs, I’ve had many interviews recently, 
and it is incredibly heartening to see so much interest 
from people wanting to serve the community. I also had 
a wonderfully ‘sciency’ time dropping into the Science 
Roadshow at Waimauku School (thanks for having me!) As 

the new Minister for Space, seeing STEM in action is a real 
highlight and we might just have some future Kiwi space 
tech innovators right here in the district! 

Ultimately, the path forward comes down to fixing the 
basics and building the future together so please stay in 
touch and help us map out a bright road ahead.

Chris Penk 
MP for Kaipara ki Mahurangi

Here to help
134 Main Road, Huapai •  christopherpenk
chris.penkmp@parliament.govt.nz • 09 412 2496

Authorised by Chris Penk, 134 Main Road, Huapai.

Responsible lending checks and criteria,
terms and conditions apply. See mtf.co.nz/terms

mtf.co.nz/kumeu

Locals helping 
locals do more
Your local money experts for 
personal and business finance.

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY :

 

13 - 16th July | Kumeū Community
Centre & Waimauku War Memorial Hall

Adaptive
Skateboarding

Adaptive
Skateboarding

Friday 17 July | Kumeū
Community Centre

Thursdays 10:30–11:30am from July 23
| Kumeū Community Center

rd

Everstrong senior
group fitness

Everstrong senior
group fitness

Check out  a l l  our  events and in it iat ives Rodney-wide:
www.rodneycommunity.org.nz/whats-on/

Circus holiday program

Free Community activities: July - Aug 2026

By t ime you read this ,  our  f i rst  Family  Fun Day at
Huapai  Hub  wi l l  have happened (on June 20th) .  In
partnership with Green by Nature,  Out  & About,
Kumeū Arts  and Kumeū Lions,  this  was a  day to br ing
locals  together  and enjoy this  shared space which I
am working on revital is ing and act ivat ing on behalf  of
the Rodney Local  Board.  I f  you came along,  let  me
know!

I  am very proud to announce the Taupaki  Hal l  now has
a new Automated External  Def ibr i l lator  (AED)  thanks
to the efforts  of  a  passionate Taupaki  res ident,  Una.
Wel l  done!

Coming into July,  I  am excited to be celebrat ing
Matariki  and have something interact ive planned in
col laborat ion with Kumeū Arts  -  detai ls  coming very
soon!

Go to our  website  to   see what  our  team have
organised these July  School  Hol idays .  In  our  area,
there are Free Circus Programs,  Adaptive
Skateboarding and Woodworking Classes.  Detai ls  &
sign up on our  website.

I f  any of  this  interests  you or  you have quest ions or
ideas -  please emai l  me.

Kyra Shaw-Toomey
Community  Faci l i tator  -  Kumeū & Surrounds

kyra@rodneycommunity.org.nz

Find out  what’s  on
in Kumeū and
surrounding areas.
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the Kumeu Volunteer Fire Brigade. With precision and 
speed, the firefighters showcased their skills, cutting 2 
volunteers safely out of a car, a stark reminder of the vital 
work they do. The sounds of the Brendan Ham Band soon 
filled the air, providing the soundtrack to the day. Greg 
from Krave Catering whipped up a Texan BBQ feast, the 
aroma of smoked meats making mouths water. Sarah’s 
coffee caravan did a brisk business, and Movenpick’s 
ice cream cart offered a refreshing respite from the 
warmth. A surprising visit from the Monster energy Drink 
team added to the excitement as they handed out 
promotional drinks. Amidst the hot rods and the music, 
other attractions beckoned. Candles and crystals in a 
pop up stall offered unique finds, while Annamarie Hucken 
provided relaxing reflexology massages. Jackie and the 
Drunk Possum had tables filled with hot rod memorabilia, 
keeping enthusiasts happy. As the day drew to a close, 
a sense of camaraderie filled the air, amplified by the 
generous giveaways from Smits Group (Maguiars). The 
Hot Rod Hang Out was more than just a car show; it was 
a testament to community spirit, passionate clubs, and 
the joy of giving back. We want to thank each and every 
one of our sponsors Auto Super Shoppe - Storage 4 You - 
GMS Hot Rods - Albany ITM - Safe Guard Cargo Nets - Dave 
Tuke - Hopper Construction - Classic Cover Insurance - 
Pitstop Henderson - William Willis - Ken & Jill Logan - Ed 
& Jill Campbell - Western Caskets - Richard & Lorraine 
Rooke - Dawes Management Services - Kumeu Huapai 
Panelbeaters - Autoworx Huapai - Les Young - Black Bull 
Kumeu - Smits Group - Kumeu Hire – International Retro – 
American Auto Parts 

Stihl Shop-  Kumeu 
Supporting Local for Over a Decade

When it comes to outdoor power equipment, experience 
matters.

For more than ten years, STIHL SHOP Kumeu has been 
proudly serving the North West Auckland community, 

Area Columnists KUMEUCOURIER.CO.NZ

A fund raising concert 
at St Chad’s

On Saturday 11th July 
2026, at 2.30, St Chad’s 
Anglican Church in 
Huapai is delighted 
to welcome back 
the Three Mezzos 
vocal trio for another 
concert. 

Three Mezzos is an 
ensemble which was 

founded in 1998. In the following 28 years they have 
performed in centres from Taupo to the Bay of Islands, 
singing in churches, museums and historic houses. 

The three singers and their accompanist will present a 
varied and enjoyable programme, ranging from classical 
items through folksongs to arrangements of Broadway 
show numbers. 

Three Mezzos enjoy supporting charities with their 
performances and were delighted that we at St Chad’s 
decided to support local foodbank South Kaipara Good 
Food. We hope to raise lots of money for the great work 
they do.  Music-lovers are invited to enjoy an afternoon 
of wonderful music and support a local charity at the 
same time. 

Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 on the door and for 
children a gold coin donation. Contact Colin Newel at 
saintchadshuapai@gmail.com.  (Photo) The 3 Mezzos and 
their accompanist

Hot Rod Hang Out - 
January 2026

The rumble of 
engines and the 
gleam of polished 
chrome had been 
the lifeblood of 
the East Bay Rods 
Inc. since it was 
first founded 
back in 1968. A 
passionate group 
of young men had 
formed the club 

drawn together by their love for pre-49 hot rods. Decades 
later, most of them, their hair a little greyer, their laughs a 
little deeper, are still dedicated members today. In January 
2026, the club’s current President, Donna Smith, along 
with committee members Warwick Dawes, Mike McCoy, 
Shayne Chalklen, and Warren Simpson, rallied the club for 
a special cause. They planned the inaugural Hot Rod Hang 
Out, a fundraiser benefiting the Kumeu Volunteer Fire 
Brigade. It was their way of giving back to the brigade that 
worked tirelessly to care for their community. The Kumeu 
Showgrounds became a hub for community events; this 
was the perfect venue. The day of the Hang Out dawned 
bright and clear, the air buzzing with anticipation, a blend 
of exhaust fumes and barbecue smoke. While the event 
wasn’t open to the general public, an exclusive list of 
NZHRA members arrived, their custom hot rods gleaming 
under the summer sun. Around eighty vehicles, each a 
unique work of art, filled the showgrounds, their vibrant 
colours reflecting off each other. A hush fell over the 
crowd as the main event began: a demonstration by 

Are you affected by a compulsory 
land acquisition, designation or a 
notice of requirement?
+ Have you been notified that some or all of your property may be required for transport projects now or sometime in 
    the next 10 to 30 years?

+ Thorn Law Limited is a specialist legal practice with extensive experience acting for land & building owners facing 
   compulsory land acquisitions under the Public Works Act 1981.

For further information, visit our website www.thornlaw.co.nz or phone (09) 304 0666. We are happy to have an initial 
discussion with you on a no-obligation basis if your property is or may be affected. 

providing expert advice, 
quality products, and 
professional servicing 
that local homeowners, 
contractors, lifestyle 
block owners, and 
commercial operators 
can rely on.

As the area’s specialist 
dealer for Walker Mowers, 

Cub Cadet, Hansa Chippers and their own STIHL products, 
the team offers expert sales, servicing, and support for 
some of the world’s most respected brands.

Whether customers need a chainsaw for firewood, a 
ride-on mower for acreage, or advice on maintaining 
small engines, the knowledgeable team takes pride 
in matching people with the right equipment for the 
job. Their workshop technicians are equally respected 
for their expertise in servicing and repairs, helping 
customers get the best performance and lifespan from 
their machines.

Unlike businesses that simply sell products, STIHL 
SHOP Kumeu has built its reputation through long-term 
relationships, specialist knowledge, and ongoing support 
for customers across the region.

The business is also proud of its strong community 
connections. Over the years, STIHL SHOP Kumeu has  and 
continues to support numerous local schools, sports 
clubs, community groups, fundraising initiatives, and 
events that help make the Kumeu district such a great 
place to live and work.

As a locally focused business with deep roots in the 
community, STIHL SHOP Kumeu remains committed to 
providing the service, expertise, and support that only 
an established specialist dealer can offer.

For quality outdoor power equipment, expert advice, and 
service you can trust, the local choice continues to be 
STIHL SHOP Kumeu.

STIHL SHOP Kumeu, 54 Main Road – OPEN 7 DAYS




